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endemic foci, iiho danger of reintroduction and possibi l i ty of 

r&establishrnent e a s t ,  

The smallpo&free stage has been achieved i n  those countries 

with many sacrifices and eJaborate efforts, by spending money and 

energy and using man-power, It muld  be a p i ty  t o  loose this status 

easily when it could be maintained permanently. 

In the struggle,ggainst smallpox, a l l  the mallpox-free countries 

& doing their bes$, Vacxines of different potency, whatever 

available, are used, A variety of techniques and tools axe being 

anployed, Surveillance ac t iv i t ies  of various severity are  i n  practice3 

a l l  f o r  the sake of leaching an acceptable h u n i t y  level, and case 

detection, i n  order to prevent reintrOduction. 

Now times b v e  changed and our outlook on the problem has been 

greatJy modj.fied. Though the concepts of epidemiology remain as 

they were tep  years ago, methods and techniques have progressed 

tremendously. 

The objectives of this Seminar 2- to examine vagues and familia- 

r i z e  ourselves w i t h  these new approaches i n  the field. We shall give 

an account of the present situation of smallpox i n  the world as well 

as i n  the Eastern Mediterranean Region, to review the new concepts 

i n  epidsnioLoey of smallpox, to  describe the technicd points related 

to vaccination practice; to intraduce new tools and techrdques f o r  

a more effective vaccination; to discuss the importance and mechanism 

of surveillance and containment measures necessary to stop an epidemic; 

to present me%dolopy of assessment of the iPmnunity level  i n  a 

givon community. . . 

In  k i s  Semi&, it i s  not intended t o  discuss the operational 

rnethodAlogy of mass oampaigns; we do not propose t o  examine in deta i l  

the steps of vaccine produo+3,on or  laboratorjr and clinical diagnosis 



of smallpox, w h c n  a d  highly technical special i t ies  ~Jhicli should be 

best l e f t  i n  the hands of h igh ly  qualified technicians i n  these fields,  

but only to touch brief ly the abovc,subjects fo r  as fa r  as they can be 

of use to the s p i r i t  of the Seminar. 

Smallpox i s  no longer a one cnuntrjfs problem, but rather a 

regional one, which should be dealt  with a t  $he Regional level, as a 

pa r t  of the global progmmme for  eradication. Regional coordination 

of ac t iv i t ies  w i l l  get  enough emphasis i n  this Seminar, as without 

proper coordination, rapid exchnge of information between neighbouring 

countries, prompt reporting and recording of cases, harmonized vaccina- 

t ion a c a v i t i e s  i n  border areas, achievement of our goal would not be 

possiblea 

I shal l  c a l l  this Seminar successful i f  we are able i n  the course 

of discussions to get a new answer to  our old problem It How t o  

maintain a smallpox-free s tatus i n  countries where eradication has 

already beep,achieved, or wMch are  to become smallpox-free i n  the 

near future". 


