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The value of laboratory' diagnosis of mrmdllpo~ and the ~lecessi ty 

of g e t W  prompt results,  i n  surveillance mechawkm in  relat ion t o  ., . 

the global smallpox eradication programme has been discussed previously. 

To cope with th is  important aspect ofe* programme, the establish- 

ment of a network of diagnostic f a u h t i e s  has'been given emyeh 

b p r t a n c e  and i s  being planned fo r  in i t i a t ion  in th@ ~ e ~ i o n ,  

Unfortunately, not a l l  countries are able tn in i t ia te such activities,  

simply because of sb r t age .  ar lack of .skill,& teahnical personnel, and 

of proper equipent. 

However, f o r  those countrips where a t  a l l  possible, sCeps ham been 

taken already towards Ws goal, Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq, So-, 

Pakistan, Syr5.g and the Wan, so far have taken steps towards progress 

i n  this matter. 

Last yeara laboratory technicians from these countries attended 

a Training Course of about 5 months duration, in Vjmlogj. in -a%, 

and i n  d l p o x  laboratory diagnosis i n  parkicular, The Course, 

sponsored by WHO, was held a t  the V i r u s  Research Centre, Agouaa, C a i r o #  

a follow-up v i s i t  by ewer t s  to the participating countries is 
envisaged and is is also proposed to awarri fellmshxps i n  due course 

where indaaated. A similar course w i l l  be held again ih 197l i n  the 

a m  site.  

Advisory assis&&, as  well as the necessary supplies and 

equipnent wLU be'mae available, w h e r e  needed, by WHO, sub'ject to 
budgetary provisions. 



The tasks of these reference laboratories w4JJ. be t 

1. to perform 'necessary t e s t s  on specimens received from 

countries' of the Region. 

2. to perform f i na l  conf i rq t ion  t e s t s  i n  wise national 

1 ahrato&es cannot cope. 

3. to sup$ly unknoh specimens to national laboratories 

b check- Weir proficiency. 

4. to arrange fo r  the traLning of new technicians for  

na.%ional laboratories, and to gxrange for  follow-up 

visits i n .  an dv i so ry  capacity. 

Negotiatims are already under process for the establishnent 

of three maIApox reference laboratories as follows : 

- ~ & c a  '? 1ns e t u t e  of Public Health 
- Teheran : .Pastew Ins t i tu te  .- (Central' Reference ~aboratory)  

- Cairo t Virus Research Centre, Agouza 

T k  chafe of the above three -laboratories did not depend on 

ek2sting faciUties,only, but also on their favourable location, and 

t h e i ~ ,  .accessibility. 

The- Goverment of-PakZstan, a s  w e l l  as the authorities concerned, 

have already confinned their a g e a n t  t o  using the elasting facilities 
. . 

here in Dacca,. for  the ostabl isbent  of , a  reference laboratory. 

Preliminary discussions with the responsible off ic ia ls  in charge 

of Teheran and Cairo Laboratories have 'already ensured the i r  willing- 

ness to the establishment of reference laboptofies ,  but Government 

confirmation i n  both cases i s  s t i l l  awaited. 

If t h i s  materialime, i n  the be&i&ng of next year, you will 

be o f f i ~ i a l l y  informed of .the f a d l i t i g s  available i n  respect of 

reference laboratories, i n  this Region. !--Then, spec$rnens could be sent 

direct ly to the laboratories for diagnosis purposes. 



Special laboratory k i t s  f o r  easy and safe collection and 

despatch of suspected material have been prepared, according to 

niles  and conventions established by internatiional postal agreement. 

These k i t s  w i l l  be made available to the countries of the &@.on 

f o r  t h i s  purpose. 


