
Reglonal Of f ice  for the Eastern Mediterrape?m 

SE2LIHA.R OM SMILZiT;eOX ERADICATIOM 

Dacca* 29 October - 5 November 1969 

SMALLPOX S U R V E W C E  

in 

P r n r n G E  NtEAS 

DR. I. SXAKIR * 

wsm. SEA9 
ENGLISH m 

+ WHO Epidemiologist, S d p o x  Er8dicatIm 
Saudi Arabia 0030 



Every year, thousands of M~slems from different par ts  of the World 

oome t o  t ~e holy o i t i e s  i n  the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia t o  f\rlfill om of 

the most sacred and important duties of the i r  religion, that is, HAJ '20 

MACCA snd visit of DIEDINA. 

Over 300 000 people are received yearly by Saudi Arabia. lldagy of 
them are  coming from aountriea which are mallpox infected areas. 

Fable I shows the number of  PiQxbm for the . l e s t  two years 1967 arad 
1968, accord- t o  the i r  aountries of ori@n. 

It is  noted tha t  the rrumber of p i lg r ims  has inareas& 

substantially. The b i g  resptnsibili ty that  the Government of Saudi Arabia 

i s  oarrying out w i l l  be appreciated because this unique !&pation of aU 
the people happens every yeax during a very ahort limit of tine in a 

very overorowding situation. In  fac t  the peak of this oocurs during a. 

period of 3 4  days. The pilgrims come by three routes: air, sea and 

road. During the l a s t  f e w  days, more are  coming by air than before. 

This increased air t ravel  i s  mn&Lng s w c ~ m c e  more d i f f i cu l t  as the 

period of transportation w i l l  be sborter 3nd the task greater. 

- 
I /  HISTORY OF Sf&LLPOX I N  SAUDI ARABIA 
C 

Saudi Arabia has been fo r  some time a smallpolaPree oountry. 

Tables 2 and 3 show that  the last case detected was i n  1962. !Che 

U s t r y  of Health in Saudi Arabia intends to keep the oountzy free 

from the dieeose and so, has been doing every possible thing t o  



aohieve this objective, However, there is a high ri& of fmtroduoing 

the disease Into the country with the pilgrims who come f r o m  e n d d c  -r 

The Government of Saudi Arabia is fully aware of the risk and this ie why 

it was decided to start a nass vaccination ~ a m p & i ~ p  in the c o m ~ ,  
order to build up a high level of fmnaml-ty among the p o p a t i o d  

The first mass vaccination camp- was started in 1964-1%5 d 

oontinued up,till 1966-1%7, but the coverage during this time 

not complete; 

Therefore, the Coverpment, be- desiroua to completely eradfoate 

amallpox, has started another mass vacciaation campaign to ensure a 

m x h u m  coverage of~the population, this time with the teahnioal 

aesistance F m m  WHO. 

The new project irs expected to be completed i n 2 - 3  years the 

whole population estimated at about 6 to 7 millions. 

3. HEAUM E\ACII,ITIESIES 
The U s f r y  of Health in Saudi Arabia is putting all it6 

health facilities to serve the pi lgr im in the crowded cfti- of w, 
JEW]AR, WCA and MFXJINA. !These Health, SemrLces offer help 

to all pilgrims during this short perlod. Table 4, and at%afd¶Wi. 

figures, shows. the number of hospitals, dispensaries and health ~ e n b 8  

in those areas, 

In addition, there are mobile teams and emergency health o e n f n e  

whiah are kept fully-staffed, especially during the peak of the 
pilgrimage days, i.e; at that time, there are ll more tempora;rg IYlediW 
Centres etablished between ARAFAT and MIJNA, which are not 20 klhBteX't3 
dietant from each other, in order to attend to the emrgenoiee hspp- 

#e pilgrhage time; 



P i l a r b m  be& t o  arriw by three routes, air, sea and mad, atd 

fram 10 Za El Qada reaw its peak an the 30.k and nearly oPoppfag 

towarde 5th Ze ElHija. !These are the Arabic dates and they f'xun 

year t o  yeax if compared to  the European ~~. mr insfetu?eo, 
1970, the above mentioned dates - w i l l  fal l  respectively cm 15  J-, 

5 Pebrusry and 10 Pebnuury 1970. 

About LOO planes arrive dailg i n  Jeddah Airpart, during thfe 

p a 0 d  and Ileasly 2 000 pa88ell@l'S by sea 8 V B q  day: p m  &* 
by aJs and eea should be in poeaeesion of an International Health 
~ ~ o a t e ,  

The Znmber of staff m e  inoreased a t  the pork of arrival. as fol- I 

Ueual No. = P~L- 
1 - 

&lawort r Doctore 1 3 
S a n i t a r i e n e  8 24 

Seaport r Doctors 2 

S a n i t s r i a n a  2 

!Che work is divided between these s t a f f  members On fhree rahift8 for 
a period of 24 hours; Any suspected case of 5nfectious aieease i e  

immedfatelg detected. 

I. every c i ty  of the pilgrinrage area, ibe. Jeddah, Mema snb 
Medina, there i e  a health OtFAce) -oh is responsible for  the re- 

of Wect ious  cases whether h r b g  the s e a m  or offieeaamrt llreee 

Offioee 8z.w esoh headed by a Doutor, and &affed by a sanitarian, and the 

uoual lrumber of clerlca t o  out the various duties of the uffioe. 



Vacaination agaiast emallpox is one of the hportanf dulIba 

of these Offices, parldculaxly during pilgrinsge. They oould serve 

as aurPeiIlanoe staticms, if their staff members were increased w i t h  

weU..kained personnel and supplied with aX1 the neoessery equApmeaf, 

with reporting forms, and, of course, w i t h  vehicles to be used for 

epidendological investigations if necessity w d l d  asisem 

In Jeddah, there is a laxge Quarantine Hospital with a capaaity 

of 3000 beds. It is wually staffed permanently : 

Male Doctors 

Female Doctors 

Male Nurses 

Pem8le Nurses 

Ss;nitariane 

Isiboratory Asstants 

X.3ay teohniclans 

Assistant Pha;rmscists 

Servants 

It has 5 vebioles for the various purposesr !lWs bEfpiu k?# CI.80 

made ready durin@; the pilgphmge season to aocept any number up to 

three thousands; 

It is hoped that a 3 l  countries appreoiate nhat the Go=-t 

of Saudi Arabia is offerlng of increaxlng d f a r y  and health faoXUtie8 
to achieve the purpose of keeping the pilgrims as comfortable 

healthy as possible. 

In this reapeat, the Saz~dj AraSiaT1 Government requeats all 

G o v e ~ t e  to observe the International Health Regulations, and 

ensure that Certificates are issued by responsible OPfioers, and avo 
to ~nwrre thst everyone who holds a certificate has been vacoinated.. 



I beliavo all oountriee should fully cooperate in U s  hspeot  
since Ws $6 a mstter o f  great oonoern to all Guvemmmfo -oh 

ecmd &Yledioal Missions every yexr d w d n g  the HAJ cleasan to Look after 
the p w  and offer thek services to them and they abauld see 
that all restriotions an the Health Certifioates ese enforced for the 
safety of all pilgrims as w e l l .  


