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NOTE ON THE ACTIVITIES OF UNESCO IN THE FIELDS 
OF TEACHER T T W N I N G  ,4ND CURVICULM DEVF,LX)"IIENT 

UNESCO mshes t o  emress  ~ t s  appreciation of the ef for t s  of the 

Govement of Kuwalt and the World Iiealth Organization t o  promote school 

health a c t i v i t l e s  by orpnlz ing  t h l s  Semmar on school health educat~on. 

It raelcones the ooportunlty t o  acquaint the participants i n  the Seminar 

wrth sane of l ts  a c t l v s t ~ e s  i n  teacher t r a i n i n ~  and cun-iculun develop- 

ment. Such ac t iv i t l e s  constitute one of the channels f o r  putting b t o  

practice the reccmrnendatlons on health education to  be adopted during t h i s  

S e m m r  UNESCO proaoses t o  transrnlt these recomendat~ons t o  a l l  i t s  

off ~ c e r s  concerned, In one way or  another, with health educatron in the 

schools. 

The two marn ttynes of teacher t ralnlng ac t lv l t res  arded by UNESCO 

are dlrected towards (a)  the t r a m m g  of secondary teachers i n  instl t l l t lons 

financed wlth a s s~s tance  fro7 the Unlted Natlons Soeclal Fund arld (b) the 

t r a m m g  of prlmary school tsachers n t h  assrstance from the Unlted 

Natlons Chlldrenfs Fund (UNICEF). In  the two f i e l d s  under consideration, 

naqely, teacher trarnlng and c m ~ c u l u m  development, LPESCO provides 

technrcal guldance and the  s e m c e s  of experts. 

Specla1 importance 1s  attached t o  the in-service trarnlng of primary 

and secondary school teachers A large nmber of practrslng teachers, 

many of whom have recerved lnadeqwte traming, can be reached thrmgh 

rn tens~ve  refresher courses. These courses have proved a most e f f i c i en t  
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and effective means of transmittmg information on health and hygiene and 

so of rais ing the standard of health education i n  schools. 

I n  addition t o  ~ t s  e f fo r t s  m national set tmgs,  UNESCO has a s s i s b d  

m the  establlshrnent of a n9egronal Trarnlng Centre of Senror Echcat-~onal. 

Personnel m the Arab Statest1 m Beirut and a "Regional School Bu~ldlng  

Centre fo r  Africa" i n  Khartoum. Both of these Centres have a c t ~ v i t ~ e s  wh~ch 

are indirectly re la ted  t o  the subject of health educatlon In particular 

the latter centre 1s concerned i n t e r  a h a  with the envlrontnental health of 

the school, and the former wlth the general problems of curriculum plarming, 

mcl-u&ng health educatlon, and the pronsron of a l l  types of school 

services, lncludrng school health semnces. 

Two publications of UNESCO are relevant t o  the discussions a t  t h i s  

Seminar. The f i r s t  1s  the book prepared by D r .  W.D. Wall, Education and 

Mental health a report based upon the work of a European conference called .. 
by U I E S C O  a t  the Musb pkdagog~que In  P a n s  although held in November and 

December 1952 the frndings of t h l s  cmference are st111 v a l ~ d  today ~n most 

respects. Thls was t ranslated ~ n t o  Arabic by the UNESCO National C m i s s i o n  

of the United Arab Republ3.c. The second 1s the recent book of Dr.Cfa5.r E.Turne- 

published jointly by the World Health Organization and UNESCO on Planning 

for health educatlon in schools. Thls publlcatlon i s  now berng translated 

in to  Arablc by the UNESCO National Com11s.ion of Kuwait 

A br le f  r6sumk of UNESCO activities m Member States  invited t o  pa r t l -  

clpate m th l s  Semlnar 1s  glven below: 

Csprms 

No relevant a c t l n t i e s .  

Ethiopia 

A three-year teacher-training project assuited by UNICEF and UNESCO 

began operations m 196L. E x i s t ~ n g  teacher t rainlng m s t i t u t e s  have been 

strengthened , a new rnst l tute  established and sumner courses arranged f o r  

teachers i n  servlce. UXXSCO has p r m d e d  the s e r n c e s  of an advlser on 

primary teacher t rainlng 



There 1s a l so  a plan f o r  ass l s t rng  the  t r a l n m g  of secondary school 

teachers i n  t h e  Faculty of Education of the Haile Selassie I University by 

the U.N. Special  Fund and Ii3'3SCO. The coupe  of study is  of the  usual type, 

tslth sane emphasis on ~ n s t m c t i o n  I n  the  teachxng of Engllsh, and the 

qclences (chemrstry, biology and physics). The planned annual output a t  the  

end of the  f i f t h  year of the  project  1s 120 teachers, men and women, f o r  

employment m the higher grades of the  secondary schools and 1 2 2  teachers 

for  employment i n  the junior grades of the  secondary sehools. 

Federation of South Arabia 

A project  f o r  improving r u r a l  prmary educatlon and teacher t ra ln lng  

alded by UNICZF and UNESCG has been i n  operation slnce 196b. The project  

consists of ~n - se rv l ce  t ra in lng  f o r  untrained primary teachers and the pre- 

s e r n c e  t r a i n ~ n g  of teachers, lncludlng the t r a i n m g  of women t~lachers.  

'JiJESCO w11 probably be promdmg an expert m women's teacher t rammg.  

In s tmc to r s  from the Mmlstrles both of Education and Health are  pro- 

vlded % n t h  m-service t r a ~ n m g .  The t ra in ing  of wanen teachers lncludes 

teachlng of hygiene, ch l ld  care, cooking and seknng, i n  addit ion t o  tb 

usual academlc subjects. 

Iraq 

In connect$on n t h  the estab h shment of compulsory prlmam educatlon 

and sh l f t lng  emphasls t o  a more practical primary school curriculum with 

increased training m health educat~on and sclence, UNICEF and UNESCO are 

Cooperating m a two-year project  until the end of 1967. The plan includes 

provlslon f o r  m-sermce t ra ln lng  of teachers and the extenslon of pre- 

service tead-ier t raming .  Both the urban and r u r a l  progranrmes of prinsaly 

teachers'  educatlon emphasize prac t rca l  t r a l n ~ n g  in sclence, health and 

hygrene. The se rmces  of an expert  u teacher t r a m i n g  have been provlded 

slnce 1964, and an additional expert  in the f w l d  of women's teacher 

t ra ining is to  be provlded i n  1966. 

I ran  - 
The Army of Knowledge was created by H i s  Imperlal Majesty the  Shah t o  

b rmg  elementary educat~on t o  the vil lages.  Young men who have completed 

secondary education take a f ourmonth course of mil i tary and teacher 

t r aming  l ~ e u  of r n i l l t a ~ *  s e m c e ,  and spend the  following fourteen months 



in the villages. Thew work conslsts of regular school teaching and comunlt;r 

education, includxng l r te racy  and adult education. 

Since qnallfled supervisors and teacher educators f o r  these new teachers 

are badly needed, a course f o r  200 men selected from among the former 

serge& teachers who had successfully completed them n l l a g e  work was begun 

i n  January 1965, organized by the Natlonal Teachet- Training Col'lege. UNESCO 

a d  UNICEF are jo in t ly  assis t ing the Government of Iran m organizbg t h i s  

t rainlng course. Trainlng of the supennsors l a s t s  one academlc year. In 

1965' the courses were assrsted by four UNESCO e m e r t s  recruited under the 

Expanded Programme of Technical Ass~stance. Freld practlce takes place m 

about twenty villages under the supervlsim of the UN3SCO experts. After the 

f i r s t  year of trainlng the f i f t y  most successful students are allowed t o  

continue f o r  three additional years of study a t  the Natlonal f i a m m g  

College leading t o  a B.A. in Educatim. 

The work of the UNESCO experts i s  expected t o  continue throu#i 1966. 

Jordan 

A project t o  improve the levels  of nutrition and home economics i n  

ru ra l  areas by strengthening t r a ~ n m g  m women's teacher tralning centres 

has been undertaken w ~ t h  the assistance of UNICEF. The Government estab- 

l lshed a ru ra l  teacher tralnlng college for women, prondmg a two-year 

course with spec+l emhasis  on nu t r i t i an  and ch1l.d care and apprcpriate 

teachmg methods. UNESCO has been consulted on the settmg-up of the project, 

but has not act lvely participated m ~ t s  operation. 

Between 1960 and 196.5 UNESCO provlded Jordan with two experts: one l n  

ru ra l  teacher trarning and one l n  educational psychology- At'present two 

UNESCO experts,- one +n curriculum development and one ln  tefftbook 

production, axe worklng . tagetbr  on the revrsi6n of the cum-lcula of the 

primary and secmdary schools. There ss no domt tha t  health education w i l l  

cane up m the course of the chscuss~ons r e g a r d ~ g  the revlslon of general 

science curricula for prmary schools. 

UNESCO assistance In  the f i e l d  of education has consisted mamly of 

the provlsim of short-term consultant services. A recent four-month 

misslm of an expert i n  the f i e l d  of teacher tralning was undertaken m 



connection mth plans for establishing t ra lnmg f o r  teachers m semnce. 

The assistance of an a d n s e r  on the planning of education has been provlded 

smce 1964. UNESCO m l l  a lso  provide the services of two consultants: one 

m eabcatlonal guldance and the other m extracurricular ac t iv i t ies .  

Lebanon 

A joint  UNICEF-UNESCO m-service t ralning project was m operatron from 

1962 t o  1964. Its maln orientatlon was toward accelerated t raining t o  meet 

the country's need f o r  qualified teachers i n  primary and complementary 

schools. Two UNESCO teacher-trainmg experts cooperated I n  the work under- 

taken for the project, but have now finished them pezaod of s e m c e .  It 

1s nori foreseen tha t  a further phase of the project w i l l  be implemented m 

1966. Special emphasis m l l  be given t o  the improvement of nutr i t ion and 

home economlcs I n  the teacher t r a m n g  curr~culum, part icular ly oriented 

towards the pract ical  needs of r u r a l  schools. One of the UNESCO experts in 

teacher training w i l l  return t o  a s s l s t  m the project. 

Libya 

A t  present &scussrons are takmg place f o r  assistance of the U.N. 

Specla1 Fund and UNESCO l n  the development of a hlgher college for teacher 

t ra lnmg m Trlpoll. The college, which began operating late i n  1965 in 

temporary quarters, w i l l  t r a rn  teachers fo r  Libyan intermediate and 

secondary schools a s  well as instructors f o r  ~ r i m a r y  teacher training 

mstl tut lons.  There m11 be an annual rntake of about 120 t ramees  per 

year f o r  a f our-year course. The t raming course 1s of the standard type 

mkh emphasis on the usual sc ientGic  and a r t s  j lsciplines.  There IS, 

h ~ i e v e r ,  an  option f o r  students t o  study domestic sclence in  which undoubt 

edly a large part  w i l l  be glven to  n u t r i t ~ o n a l  studies. 

A j o i n t  UtJICEF-MSG0 project In  1963-6h concentrated on lmprovlng 

the t raming of rura l  prlmary school teachers m Adult Erhcation Centres. 

One of the alms of the p r g  ec t  t?as the improvemnt of the teaching of 

general scxence and hygiene l n  the rura l  primary schools. There was glso 

the tralnmg of warnen teachers In home economlcs and c h ~ l d  care. The 

success of the project resulted Ln ~ t s  expansion and contmuatlon until 

June 1966. The expanded project includes greater emphasis on primary school 

sclence and hygiene. A t  present a new project t o  pay specla1 at tent ion to 

the t raming of gmls m home econormcs, hygiene and nutrit ion, 1s being 

studied fo r  operation In 1966-1968 



Smce the pUbllcatlon of the Education Comm~ss~on Report i n  1959, 

part icular  mportance has  been attached t o  teacher t r amlng  and curaculum 

reviszon rn Pakistan New curricula and syllabuses were mtroduced f m  

primary and secondary schools m 1961. The prlmary school curriculum has 

been rewientated t o  make. ~t less  academlc and more practical. 

UIESCO1 s help, I n  cooperation m t h  UNImF, - 1s mainly concentrated on 

secondary education. A survey of sbcandary education was camied out m 

1963 by a W S C O  consulbn%, t n t h  the financial assistance of WICEF, t o  

study part icular ly the s ~ t u a t l o n  i n  the f l e l d  of screnee teaching. After 

conslderlng the report of the con,;ultant, the Oovernnten% requested the ald 

of UUESCO and UNICEF m the unprovemerrt of seconda~y sclence teachlng i n  

both East and West Pakistan. 

The joint UNESCO/IB~ICEF project on secondary sclence teaching s t a r t ed  

l n  1965, and auns a t  preparmg students be t te r  fo r  the needs of a modern 

economy by introducing Into secondary schools dlversifie d e lectlve courses 

such as  woodwork, metalwork, applied electricity, ag icu l tu re ,  comnerce and 

home econmlcs. 

The trainlng of secondary school teachers 1s t o  be strengthened by the 

provision of teacher equipment trainrng k i t s  and of equipment to schools i n  

East andWest Pakistan. The equipment 1s being provided by UNICEF. The 

Goverrnnent 1s appointing a sclence teaching supemsory  team of f ive super- 

visors m each province to  ns l t  schools r e c e l m g  the nerr equipment. 

UIJESCO 1s providing, under the Expanded Programe o f  Technrcal Assistance, 

two experts t o  work with the teams m East and West Pakistan. 

Qatar 

No programmes concernmg teacher t r a ~ n m g  or curr lculm development are 

i n  operation. However, an educationel planning expert has submitted a 

report ( in  November 1965) contalnlng some recommendat~ons with relevance t o  

health educatim. The recommendat~ons mamly concern the organlsatlon of 

the School Hygiene Department i n  the Mlnistry of Education and of the school 

meals service, but he a lso  suggests tha t  lessons In  the elementary school i n  

the Arabic language be used t o  w a r t  as  much useful infomatlon as possible 

m general sciences, hygiene and In  social sciences. 



Saudi Arabia 

A plan t o  establish a four-year teacher t ralnlng college with assist- 

ance from the Vnlted Natlons Specla3 Fund r s  now under study. The college 

is  t o  t r a m  teachers f o r  secondary schools and instructors  for prunary 

teacher training mnstltutions, with p m o n t y  t o  be given t o  t ralning 

teachers of science, mathemtlcs and modern languages. It 1s hoped tha t  

the f i r s t  intake of students 1 . ~ ~ 1 1  be enrolled before the end of the year 

1966. When the college omrates a t  f u l l  capacity ~t w i l l  have some 48Q 
student enrolment and w i l l  graduate some 120 secondary school teachers per 

yew. 

UNESCO i s  providing Saudi Arabia n t h  an expert m primary teacher 

t raining curricula whlch are b a n g  r e n s e d  and upgraded. 

A project concerning the expansion of prunary education and the inprove- 

melit of teacher tralnlng has been l n  operation srnce 1964 r&th the a s s i s t  - 
ance of UNICEF, WESCO and FA0 Emphasis i s  placed on the provision of 

f u l l y  t rained teachers by means 6f e.rTenmg and vacation caurses f o r  untrained 

teachers and the expa.nsron of exis t ing tralnlng centres. llural sbi-wce has 

been introduced Into the curriculum of the teacher training p r o g r m e  i n  

order t o  develop the teachlng of practical aspects of nutr i t ion and health 

educatam. The plan also pays p a r t ~ c u l a r  attention t o  the education of 

girls apd wmen in  such subjects as nutrit ion, hysene, c h i d  care, hame 

management, e tc .  

The services of a number of experts working closely with this project 

have been provided by UNESCO: four 1 x 1  teacher training, one in r u r a l  science. 

Sudan 

A comb~ned UNESCO-UNICEF prozect '~n the f i e l d  of primary teacher 

tralnlng has been i n  operatron since 1964. The object was t o  t r a in  about 

1,000 underquahfled teachers of junior elementary schools and vi l lage  

schools each summer vacatlon ( ~ p r l l  t o  June) a t  various teacher training 

institutions. A proposal t o  Tense t h c  project was made i n  1965 so  as t o  

mclude home econornlcs courses for elementary and mtermedmte teachers i n  

g i r l s  ' schools. Thrs proposal 1s yet  t o  be examlned by the UNICEF Board, 

A joint  FAO-UNICEF project in the f l e l d  of n u t r l t i m  education includes the 

m-service t ramlng of domstlc  sczence b a c h e r ~  



A Tramlng Ins t i tu te  for secondary school teachers has been in +ration 

since 1962, asslsted by the U.W. Specla1 Fund a d  UNESCO. The ccurse af 

study lasts Sour ;.ears and elves emphasis t o  science. About 120 students 

are t o  be -graduated annually far s e r n c e  i n  secondary schools. In addition 

short t raining courses f a r  teachers In se rnce  are provided for, 

No relevant activities 

Tunisia 

A secondary school teacher tra1ni.g lns t l tu te  m Tunis has been 

enlarged uisith- the assistance of tb U.N. Spealal Fund and UNESCO. The 

ins t i tu te  t r a i n s  students in three sections ;. general etudies (inclucking 

language studles and sclence ) , Industrial studies, and c o m r c l a l  studies. 

(The comnercial studies section lecelves no Special Fund assistance). A 

llsecctld-cyclett course for tralning teachers of the upper seccndary school 

classes i s  being gradually introduced &th  the main of providing 

applied science teachers to  upper secondary technical courses. 

A UNICEF project in which UNESCO has participated has been in ope ra t l a  

since 1963 t o  m o v e  the practical content of the primary school curriculum. 

The plan includes the training of primary school teachers in a certain 

nmber of pract ical  subjects, includng chlld care wd home economics a t  

the Normal School fo r  W m  of ~lontfleury. - Men's primary teacher training 

currxcula have, under th ls  project, been adapted m three r e ~ o n s  - urban, 

ru ra l  and ccastal - Yo the needs of the respective environmerrts. Classroom 

teaching mds have also been dbveloped f o r  the teaching of science. 

There  has also been a nutrit ion programme for  mothers and chrldren 

asslsted by UNICEF, W O  and FA0 m whlch UNESCO has cocperated principally 

i n  providing the services of an expert m audio-visual teaching aids. The 

project xias later transf ormd Into  a p i lo t  project for  the coordinatim and 

developnent of health, social and educational p r o g r m s  i n  u* areas. 

Andther project fo r  ru ra l  areas 1s under consideration. 



United Arab Republic - 
A UNICEF-alded project m the f l e l d  of health educataon was undertaken 

in 1965. UNESCO has acted i n  an adnsory  role  i n  connectlon n t h  the project, 

but is  taksng no active part .  Tbe plan 1s t o  pronde m-service training 

courses t o  instructors of ~ e a c h e r  training ins t i tu t e s  and inspectors 

concerning health educatlon. The syllabus covers such topics  a s  environmental 

health, physical and mental health of students, nutrition, the orgamzation 

of school health services. The project 1 s  t o  l a s t  far  years, from 1965 t o  

1969. I n  the second phase of the programme, in-service tralning course$ w i l l  

be o r g a z e d  f o r  p r m r y  school teachers. 

Yemen - 
A j o m t  UNICEF-UNESCO project covering pre-service and in-service 

t ralning of elementary school teachers was expended l n  l a t e  1965 t o  cover 

pre-semice teacher t ra lnmg and tb t r a m n g  af gir ls  rn home ecanomics. 

The m-service tralnlng of teachers in  evenlng and holiday classes w i l l  

be  con%lnued through 1966. In  ada t ion ,  a f l r s t  group of teacher t rainers  

are enrolled m three teacher tralning m s t l t u t e s  fa- the school year 1965/66. 

The beglnnrng classes m l l  be composed of abaut t h l r t y  students i n  each 

rns t i tu te  m addltion t o  f i f t e e n  stuaents enrolled I n  a p r m y  teacher tra1nl.n~ 

c b s s  f o r  erls, making a t o t a l  of about 100 students i n  a l l .  The 

Ins t i tu tes  w l l l  offer a three-year course. UNESCO provides under the 

Expanded Programme of Technical ksslstance, two teacher training experts, 

one of whom has science teachng background. The sclence teachmg programne 

in the teacher t ralnlng lns t r tu tes  covers same health educatlon. The 

syllabus of the ~n-service tram.lng p r o g r a m  mcludes a unit  cal led tlgeneral 

sclence and health educatlon and t h e w  teaching methodsll. 

A f i r s t  attempt t o  m t r o h c e  home econmlcs trarnlng i n t o  the curriculum 

wr l l  be made a t  the three existing schools for g ~ r l s  m Sana'a, Taiz and 

Hodelda The programme w l l l  Include hoane-cookery, dressmaking, sewing, home- 

management, hyglene and chlld care and w l l l  be taught m elght classes, a t  

the f l f t h  and s ixth grades of ellementary schools and i n  the first and second 

grades of preparatory schools, f o r  two  lessons per week. About 960 g i r l s  i n  

the three schools w i l l  receive t h i s  mstruction. In  addltion, i n  each of 

the three schools, hme economics classes w i l l  be taught t o  groups of about 



t h l r t y  women during four afternoons per week. The prograWne wi .11  be similar to  

t h a t  taught to the school g i r l s ,  and  all stress personal and environmental 

hygiene, nutr i t ion  and child care. 

The ent lre  project i s '  conducted under the responsibili ty o f  the 

Government n t h  the technical adnce  of UNESCO and the material a s s~s tance  

of UNICEF. FA0 provldes advlce and gu'idanee m the technical a s ~ e c t s  of 

the home econmlcs programme. 

U.N.R.W.A. 

Finally, reference should also be made to the educational prograrmne of 

the Unlted Natlons R e l ~ e f  and Works Agency f a  Arab refugees fram PaXe~stmne. 

UNESCO cooperates with UNRWA m the admin~stration and plannlng of this  

programme a ~ l d  assumes r e s p u n s ~ b i h t y  for  i t s  t e c h n ~ c a l  gu~dance . The 

s e m c e s  of nmeteen QTSCO s t a f f  mmbers are  made available fo r  the purposes of 

t h i s  work. These s t a f f  members mclude the Director of the educational 

programme, and the p r m c i ~ a l  s taff  of the UNWA/UNESCO Ins t i tu t e  of Education, 

locaked-in Beirut. The Ins t i tu t e  has an actlve i n - s e w k e  trainrng programe. 

Up t o  1964 the Wornen's Teacher Traming Centre i n  Ramallah (Jordan) 

provlded a three -year pos t -prepara tw couTse Smce the 1964-65; school p a r  

the course was changed t o  a two-year post-secondary course with an amual  

intake of 100 students. Thls Centre 1s  par t  of the c d m e d  IJornenfs 

Teacher ~ r a i n i n ~ / ~ o c a t i o n a l  Tralnlng p n t r e  m Famallah. On the vocational 

training slde a varrety of cqusses quoh as ?dressmaking, needlework, ham- 

dressmg, secretarial ,  mfant-eare,. pre-nursmg and home economics have been 

offered. Eighty-e~ght g i r l s  graduated i n  L964, the first year of operation 

of the Centre. The Centre w i l l  %rain 200 students m the teacher t ralnlng 

branch and 350 ;0 the vocational t r a m m g  courses &ring the current 

acadenlc year. 


