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UNESCO wishes to exnress 1ts appreciation of the efforts of the
Government of Kuwalt and the World Lealth Organization to promote school
health activities by organizing this Seminar on schocl health education,
It welcomes the ooportunity to acquaint the participants in the Seminar
with some of 1ts activaties in teacher training and curriculun develop-
ment, Such activities constitute one of the chammels for putting into
practice the recommendations on health education to be adopted during this
Seminar UNESCO proposes to transmit these recommendations to all its

officers concerned, 1n one way or ancther, with health education in the

schools.

The two main tynes of teacher training activities aided by UNESCO
are dirvected towards (a) the training of secondary teachers in institutions
financed with assistance froa the United Nations Special Fund and {b) the
tramming of primary schoel teachers with assistance from the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). In the two fields under consideration,
narely, teacher training and curriculum development, UNESCO provides

technical guidance and the services of experts.

Special importance is attached to the in-service training of primary
and secondary school teachers A large nmumber of practising teachers,
many of whom have received inadequate training, can be reached through

intensive refresher courses. These courses have proved a most efficient
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and effective means of transmitting information on health and hygiene and

so of raising the standard of health education in schools.

In addition to 1ts efforts in national settings, UNESCO has assisted
1n the estgblishment of a "Regronal Training Centre of Senior Educational
Personnel in the Arab States" in Beirut and a "Regional School Building
Centre for Africe" in Khartoum. Both of these Centres hawve activities which
are indirectly related to the subject of health education In particular
the latter centre i1s concerned inter alia with the environmental health of
the school, and the former with the general prdblems of curriculum plaming,
wmcluding health education, and the provision of all types of school

services, including school health services,

Two publications of UNESCO are relevant to the discussions at this
Seminar. The first 1s the book prepared by Dr. W.D. Wall, Education and

Mental health a report based upon the work of a European conference called
by UNESCO at the Musée pédagogique in Paris  although held in November and
December 1952 the findings of this conference are still valid today in most

respects. This was translated into Arabic by the UNESCO National Commission

of the United Arab Republic. The second 1s the recent book of Dr.Clair E Turner
published jointly by the World Health Organization and UNESCC on Planning

for health education in schools. This publication is now being translated

into Arabic by the UNESCO National Commission of Kuwait

A brief résumé of UNESCO activities in Member States invited to parti-

cipate 1n this Seminar 1s given below:

Cyprus

No relevant activities.

Ethiopia

A three-year teacher-training project assisted by UNICEF and UNESCO
began operations in 196l, Existing teacher training institutes have been
strengthened , 2 new institute established and summer courses arranged for
teachers in service. UNESCO has provided the services of an adviser on

primary teacher training
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There 1s also a plan for assisting the training of secondary school
teachers in the Faculty of Education of the Haile Selassie I University by
the U.N. Special Fund and UNESCO, The course of study is of the usual type,
with some emphasis on instruction in the teaching of English, and the
sciences (chemistry, biology and physics). The plammed annual output at the
end of the fifth year of the project i1s 120 teachers, men and women, for
employment i1n the higher grades of the secondary schools and 122 teachers
for employment in the junior grades of the secondary schools,

Faderation of South Arabia

A project for improving rural primary education and teacher training
arded by UNICEF and UNESCO has been in operation since 196L, The project
consists of in-service training for untrained primary teachers and the pre-
service itraining of teachers, including the training of woemen teachers.

UNESCO will probably be providing an expert in women's teacher training.

Instructors from the Ministries both of Education and Health are pro-
vided with 1n-service training. The training of women teachers includes
teaching of hygiene, child care, cooking and sewing, in addition to the

usual academic subjects.

Irag

In connection with the establishment of compulsory primary education
and shifting emphasis to a more practical primary school curriculum with
increased training in health education and science, UNICEF and UNESCO are
¢cooperating 1n a two-year project until the end of 1967. The plan includes
provision for in-service training of teachers and the extension of pre-
service teacher training. Both the wban and rural programmes of primary
teachers' education emphasize practical training in scienee, health and
hygiene. The services of an expert in teacher training have been prowvided
since 196k, and an additional expert in the field of women's teacher
training 1s to be provided in 1966,

Iran

The Army of Knowledge was created by His Imperial Majesty the Shah to
bring elementary education to the villages. Young men who have completed
secondary education take a four-month course of military and teacher

training in liev of military service, and spend the following fourteen months
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in the wvillages. Their work consists of regular school teaching and community

education, including literacy and adult education,

Since qualified supervisors and teacher educators for these new teachers
are badly needed, a course for 200 men selected from among the former
gsergeant teachers who had successfully completed their village work was begun
in January 1965, organized by the National Teachetr Training College, UNESCO
and UNICEF are jointly assisting the Govermment of Iran in organizing this
training course. Training of the supervisors lasts one academic year. In
1965 the courses were assisted by four UNESCO exnerts recruited under the
Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, Field practice takes place in
about twenty villages under the supervision of the UNESCO experts. After the
first year of training the fifty most successful students are allowed to
continue for three additional years of study at the National Trainming
College leading to a B,A. in Education.

The work of the UNESCO experts is expected to continue through 1966,

Jordan

A project to improve the levels of nutrition and home economics in
rural areas by strengthening training in women's teacher training centres
has been undertaken with the assistance of UNICEF, The Government estab-
lished a rural teacher training college for women, providing a two~year
course with special emohasis on nutrition and child care and appropriate
teaching methods., UNESCO has been consulted on the setting-up of the project,
but has not actively participated in 1ts operation,

Between 1960 and 1965 UNESCO provided Jordan with two experts: one 1n
rural teacher training and one 1n educaticnal psychology. At'present two
UNESCO experts,. one 1in curriculum development and one 1n textbook
production, are working tegether on the revision of the curricula of the
primary snd secondary schools, There 1s no doubt that health education will
came up in the course of the discussions regarding the revision of general

science curricula for primary schocls,

Kuwairt

UNESCO assistance in the field of education has consisted mainly of
the provision of short-term consultant services. A recent four-month

nission of an expert in the field of teacher training was undertaken in
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connection with plans for establishing training for teachers 1n service.
The assistance of an adviser oh the planning of educaticn has been provided
since 196l;. UNESCO will also provide the services of two consultants: one

1n educational guidance and the other in extracurricular activities.
Lebanon

A joint UNICEF-WESCO in-service training project was in operation from
1962 to 196). Its main orientation was toward accelerated training to meet
the country's need for qualified teachers in primary and complementary
schools. Two UNESCO teacher-training experts cooperated in the work under-
taken for the project, but have now finished their pericd of service. It
15 now foreseen that a further phase of the project will be implemented in
1966, Special emphasis will be given to the improvement of nutrition and
home economics 1n the teacher traiming curriculum, particularly oriented
towards the practical needs of rural schools. One of the UNESCO experts in

teacher training will return to assist in the project,
Libya

At present discussions are taking place for assistance of the U.N.
Special Fund and UNESCO 1n the development of a higher college for teacher
training in Tripoli, The college, which began operating late in 1965 in
temporary quarters, will train teachers for Libyan intermediate and
secondary schools as well as instructors for primary teacher training
institutions. There will be an anmial intake of about 120 trainees per
year for a four-year course., The trawning course is of the standard type
wirth emphasis on the usual scientific and arts &sciplines, There 1s,
however, an option for students to study domestic science in which undoubt-

edly a large part will be given to nutritional studies.

A joint UNICEF-UNMESCO preojgect in 1963-6lL concentrated on improving
the training of rural primary school teachers in Adult Education Centres,
One of the awms of the project was the improvement of the teaching of
general science and hygiene in the rural primary schools. There was also
the training of women teachers in home economics and child care., The
success of the project resulted in 1ts expansion and continuation untal
June 1966, The expanded project includes greater emphasis on primary school
science and hygiene, At present a new project to pay special attention teo
the trawning of giris in home economics, hygiene and nutrition, i1s belng
studied for operation in 1965-19468
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Pikistan

Since the publication of the Education Commission Report in 1959,
particular importance has been attached to teacher training and curriculum
revision in Pakistan Néw curricula and syllabuses were introduced for
primary and secondary schools 1n 1961, The primary school curriculum has

been reavientated to make 1t loss academic and more practical,

ESCO's help, in cocperation with UNICEF,-1s mainly concentrated on
secondary education. A survey of secondary education was carried ocut in
1963 by a TNESCO consultamt, with the financial assistance of UNICET, to
study particularly the situation in the field of science teaching. After
consi1dering the report of the consultant, the Govermment requested the aid
of UNESCO and UNICEF in the improvement of secondary seirence teaching in
both East and West Pakistan.

The joint UNESCO/UNICEF project on secondary science teaching started
1n 1965, and aims at preparing students better for the needs of a modern
economy by introducing into secondary schools diversified elective courses
such as woodwork, metalwork, applied electricity, agriculture, commerce and

home economics,

The training of secondary school teachers 1s to he strengthened by the
provision of teacher equipment training kits and of equipment to schools in
Bast and West Pakistan. The equipment 18 being provided by UNIGEF, The
Govermment 1s appointing a science teaching superviscry team of five super-
visors 1n each province to visit schools receiving the new equipment.
UNESCO 1s providing, under the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance,
two experts to work with the teams 1n East and West Pakistan,

Qatar

No prograrmes concerning teacher training or curriculum development are
in operation. However, an educationsl planning expert has submitted a
report (in November 1965) containing some recommendations with relevance to
health education. The recommendations mainly concern the organization of
the School Hygiene Department in the Ministry of Education and of the school
meals service, but he also suggests that lessons i1n the elementary school in
the Arabic language be used to umpart as much useful information as possible

n general sciences, hygiene and in social sciences,
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Saudl Arsabia

A plan to establish a four-year teacher training college with assist-
ance from the United Nations Special Fund 1s now under study. The college
is to train teachers for secondary schools and instructors for primary
teacher training institutions, with priority to be given to training
teachers of science, mabthematics and modern languages. It 1s hoped that
the first intake of students will be enrolled before the end of the year
1966, When the college overates at full capacity 1t will have some L8O
student enrolment and will graduate some 120 secondary school teachers per
year.

UNESCO is providing Saudi Arabila with an expert in primary teacher
training curricula which are being revised and upgraded.

Somalia

A project concerning the expansion of primary education and the improve-
ment of teacher training has been 1n cperation since 1964 with the assist-
ance of UNICEF, UNESCO and FAO Emphasis is placed on the provision of
fully trained teachers by means of evening and vacation courses for uwntrained
teachers and the expansion of existing training centres. Rural sdéience has
been introduced into the curriculum of the teacher training programme in
order to develop the teaching of practical aspects of nutrition and health
education. The plan alsc pays particular attention to the education of
girls and women in such subjects as nutrition, hygiene, chi.d care, hame

management, etc.

The services of a number of experts working closely with this project

have been provided by UNESCO: four in teacher training, one in rural science.

Sudan

4 corbined UNESCO-UNICEF project in the field of primary teacher
training has been in operation since 196, The dbject was to train about
1,000 wmderqualified teachers of junior elementary schools and village
schools eath summer vacation (ipril to Jume) at various teacher training
institutions. A proposal to revise the project was made in 1965 so as to
include home eccnomics courses for elementary and intermediate teachers in
girls' schools. This proposal 1s yet to be examined by the UNICEF Board.
A joint FAO-UNICEF project in the field of nutrition education includes the

in-service training of domsstie science teachers
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A Training Institute for secondary school teachers has been in operation
since 1962, assisted by the U.N, Special Fund and UNESCO, The coairse of
study lasts four years and gives emphasis to science., About 120 students
are to be -graduated anmnually for service in secondary schools, In addition

_short training courses far teachers in service are provided for.

Syria

No relevant activities
Tunisis

A secondary school teacher training institute in Tunis has been
enlarged with the assistance of the U.N. Speocial Fund and UNESCO, The
institute trains students in three sections; general studies {including
language studies and science) 6 1industrial studies, and commercial studies.
(The comercial studies section receives no Special Fund assistance), A
"secand-cycle® course for training teachers of the upper secmdary school

classes is being gradually introduced with the main purpose of providing

applied science teachers to upper secondary technical courses.

A UNIGEF project in which UNESCO has participated has been in operation
since 1963 to improve the practical content of the primary school curriculum.
The plan includes the training of primary school teachers in a certain
nurber of practical subjec{:.s, including child care and home economics at
the Normal School for Women of lMmtfleury. Men's primary teacher training
curricula have, under this project, been adapted in three regrons - urban,
rural and coastal - to the needs of the respective enviromments. Classroom

teaching aids have also been developed for the teaching of science,

There has also been a nutrition programme for mothers and t;hz.ldren
assisted by UNIGEF, WHO and FAO in which UNESCO has cooperated principally
in providing the services of an expert in audio-visual teaching aids. The
project was later transformed into a pilot project for the coordination and
develomment of health, social and educational programmes in urban areas,

Andgther project for rural areas is under consideration.
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United Arab Republic

A UNICEF-aided project in the field of health educataon was undertaken
in 1965, UNESCO has acted in an advisory role in comnection with the project,
but is taking nec active part. The plan 1s to provide in~service training
courses to instructors of zeacher training institutes and inspectors
concerning health education, The syllsbus covers such topics as environmental
health, physical and mental health of students, nutrition, the organization
of school health services, The project 1s to last four years, from 1965 to
1969. In the second phase of the programme, in-service training courses will

be orgamized for prumary school teachers,
YTemen

A joint UNICGEF-UNESCO project covering pre-service and in-service
training of elementary school teachers was expended in late 1965 to cover

pre~service teacher training and the tramnming of girls in home economics,

The 1n-service trawning of teachers in evening and holiday classes will
be cantrnued through 1966. In addation, a first group of teacher trainers
are enrolled 1n three teacher training institutes fo the school year 1965/66.
The begimming classes w11l be composed of about thirty students in each
winstitute 1n addition to fifteen students enrolled 1n a primary teacher training
class for grrls, making a total of about 100 students in all. The
Institutes will offer a three-year ccurse, UNESCO provides under the
Expanded Programme of Techmical Assistance, two teacher training experts,
one of whom has science teaching background. The science teaching programme
in the teacher training institutes covers same health education. The
syllsbus of the in-service training programme includes a unit called "general
scirence and health education and their teaching methods".

A first attempt to introduce home economies training into the curriculum
will be made at the three existing schools for girls in Sana'a, Talz and
Hodeida The programme will include hame-cookery, dressmaking, sewing, home-
nmanagement, hygiene and child care and will be taught in eight classes, at
the fifth and sixth grades of elementary schools and in the first and second
grades of preparatory schools, for two lessons per week. fAbout 960 girls in
the three schools will receive this instruction. In addition, in each of

the three schools, hame economics classes will be taught to groups of about
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thirty women during four afternoons per week. The programme will be gimilar to
that taught to the school girls, and w1l stress personal and envirommental
hygiene, nutrition and child care.

The entire project is conducted under the responsibility of the
Govermment with the technical advice of UNESCO and the material assistance
of UNICEF. FAO provides advice and guidance in the technical aspects of

the home eccnomics programme.

Finally, reference should also be made to the educational programme of
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Arab refugees from Palestine.
UNESCO cooperates with UNEWA 1n the admimistration and plamning of this
programme and assumes responsibility for its technical guidance. The
services of nineteen UNESCO staff members are made available for the purposes of
this work, These staff members include the Director of the educational
prograrme, and the principal staff of the UNRWA/UNESCO Institute of Education,

loecated in Beirut. The Institute has an active in-service training programme,

Up to 196l the Women's Teacher Training Centre in Ramallah (Jordan)
provided a three-year post-preparatory course Since the 196L-65 school year
the course was changed to a two-year post-secondary course with an armual
intake of 100 students, This Centre 1is part of the combined Women's
Teacher Training/Vocational Training (entre in Ramallah., On the vocational
training side a variety of courses guch as‘dressmaking, needlework, hair-
dressing, secretarial, infant-eare, pre-nursing and home economics have been
offered. Eighty-eight girls graduated in 196l;, the first year of operation
of the Centre. The Centre will train 200 students in the teacher training
branch and 350 i1n the vocational training courses during the current

academic year.



