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1. Magnitude of accldents

Aceldents are common in children of school age. They can cccur in
the home, on the way to schocl or in school. The magnitude of the problem
cannct be estimated, except where correct statistical data are available,
but children ‘are killed or handicapped. In some countries where
statistical data related to accidents are available, it is reported that a
greater number of children and adolescents are killed by accildents than
by all other diseases combined. In a survey of causes of death among
school children in Egypt (1963-1965), 1t was found that 40 per cent died
from accidents, mainly traffic accidents. Therefore, accidents are
Important as a cause of death or infirmity. Non-fatal accidents are much
more numerous than fatal ones and are estimated te be 100 - 200 times
grester,

The keystone in aceident prevention is education. It 1s an essential
part of education by parents and schools to makethe chlld aware of the
sceldent hazards of everyday life and the means to avoid them. Training
on how to behave while walking early in the 1life of every child i1s & very
important protection in modern socliety agalnst vehlcle and other accidents,

In addition, teachers should be aware of the significance of symptoms
of sudden l1llness, such as high temperature, vomiting and diarrhoea,
abdominal colle and should refer the child immediately for care.
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2. Sehool responsibilities

In giving emergency care in schools the followlng are importent
points:

= to glve immedaiate care to the sick or injured
- to notaify the child's parents

- to get the child to hospital or home

~ to guide parents about resources and treatment

Pirst-aid is the 1mmediate care given to the injured or sick child
to save his life, prevent further injury and reduce his suffering. Every
person in the school should know common first-aild procedures.

- Training in first-aid

Training in first-aid should be given tou all teachers. At least
one cr two teachers in each school should be properly trained for
emergency care of pupils, 1f there i1s no nurse. The physiclan and nurse
are responsible for this tralning during their periodie vasits to schools,
Organized training courses are also useful, as 1s the use of audio~visual
alds.

All puplls should have training in methods related to emergencies
according to thelr age. Pirst-ald should be taught to students through
the health and Red Crescent students' societies as a routine in schools.

Incidental teaching at the time an accident or sudden illness
oceurs, while it is fresh in the pupil¥ minds, is effective, Each
situation should be used as a basls for individual or class teaching
without injuring the feelings of the sick child. A lot of questicons will
be posed by the children in such a sltuation, Care should be taken also

not to arouse fears.

4, The health room

A room should be set apart in each school where the injured and sick
can rest and where other health activitles could be conducted. Supplies
and equipment for the emergency care room vary with the size and type of
schecol and availability of emergency facilities nearby, The following

list is reccmmended as basic equipment for each school:
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Bed
Thermometer

Tongue depressor

Scissors

Syringe, heedles

Boller or disposable syringes
Tourniquet

Adhesive plaster

Cotton
Bandages
Antiseptics (tincture of iodine, mercurcchrome and Dettol)

Some stimulant
Burn ointment
Splints

The scheme for action in case of any emergency should be availlable
in this room.

5. Legal liability

Many times aceldents tc school children ocour while they are in the
school bullding, on the school grounds or athletic field, or attending
school activities away from the school, A complete report is essential,
It should inelude the time of the acclident, how it occurred, first-aid
applied and the witnesses thereto. This should be glven careful
consideration by the school persvnnel, as legal liability may result
elther from not doing what should be done or doing what should not be

done, Some countries of the Reglon have insurance plans to cover a part
or all of thelr school populatiocn.



