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When Egypt was Invaded by Anopheles gambiae In 1942, causing a very severe malaria 

epidemic, a special service was establlshed to confront the situation. This service, 

Gambiae Eradication Section, of the Ministry of Health was, after successfully 

accomplishing the task of eradrcation of the invading vector, transformed in 1945 into 

the Insect Control Section. 

The Insect Control Section was at first concerned with field surveys of insects 

of medical importance and field trials for their control. In 1953 this Section was 

expanded and a new building in Dokki was establlshed to function as the Laboratories 

of the Insect Control Section to perform laboratory trials of insect control by insec- 

ticldes especially with regard to susceptibility, in addltion to insect rearing. 

Eventually, in 1961, these laboratories were given the status of an Institute, 

namely the Research Institute of Medical Entomology. 

The role of Dokki Research Institute of Medical Entomology could be outlined as 

follows 

1. Survey of Insect vectors and rodents in Egypt; their distribution, bionomics, 

susceptibility to pesticides and relation to diseases. 

2. Training of personnel of the Institute as well as from different Departments of the 

Ministry of Health, students in the final year of the Faculties of Science and 

Agriculture and personnel from Military Servlce with regard to medical entomology 

and rodents. Training students from overseas in medical entomology and rodent- 

related subjects. 

3. Giving advice to the Health Authorities in the Governorates regarding effective 
I 

methods of insect control, based on studies of insect susceptibility to insecticides 

xn the different Governorates. 



4 .  Test ing  t h e  e f f i c a c y  of i n s e c t i c i d e s  and roden t i c ides  a g a i n s t  t h e  t a r g e t  organisms, 

both f o r  household use before  r e g r s t r a t i o n  and p u b l i c  use by Health A u t h o r i t i e s ;  

a l s o  t e s t i n g  s a f e t y  and proper concentration of such i n s e c t i c i d e s  and roden t i c ides  

f o r  s a f e  use.  

5. Encouraging sen io r  s t a f f  t o  undertake post-graduate s t u d i e s  i n  Medical Entomology 

and rodent - re la ted  sub jec t s ,  Inc luding  M.Sc., Ph.D., M.D. and o the r  degrees.  

6 .  Es tab l i sh ing  an i n s e c t  c o l l e c t r o n  f o r  t r a i n i n g  purposes and a s  a r e f e rence  source 

f o r  sys temat ic  s t u d i e s .  

7. Planning and ca r ry ing  out  f i e l d  s t u d i e s  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of roden t s  and i n s e c t s  of 

medlcal importance by d i f f e r e n t  methods lnc luding  b i o l o g i c a l  con t ro l .  

The Sectrons of t h e  Institute a r e  a s  fol lows:  

1. Insec t a ry  f o r  r e a r i n g  I n s e c t s  of medical rmportance v l z  mosquitoes,  f l l e s , e t  

2 .  In sec t  c o l l e c t i o n  sec t ion .  

3. F i l a r i a  s ec t lon .  

4 .  Malar la  s e c t i o n  

5. Chemistry sec t lon .  

6. Rodent research  s e c t l o n .  

The s e n l o r  s t a f f  of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  a r e  graduated from t h e  F a c u l t i e s  of Medicine, 

Sclence and Agr i cu l tu re .  Most of them were given t h e  chance of s tudy and r e sea rch  t o  

o b t a l n  postgraduate  degrees i n  t h e  f i e l d  of medical entomology. 

The auxiliary s t a f f  a r e  graduated from Heal th I n s t i t u t e s .  There a r e  a l s o  o t h e r  

personnel  who h e l p  In  f l e l d  work, such a s  i n s e c t  c o l l e c t o r s  and supe rv l so r s .  


