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The World to-day is characterized by the most rapid change t h a t  has ever 

occured in the  history of c ivi l izat ion.  ~harmacg as a profession is making 

rapid s t r ides  forward and galnlng recognition and influence as  it progresses, 

but it is not suf f ic ien t ly  strong m its national and Governmental servlce. 

Many of the mechanical dut ies  of t he  pharmacist can readl ly  be carried out 

by sub-professionals m vlew of t h e  shortage of pharmaceutical manpower m 

many c m t r l e s  of this RegLon. 

We are gathered here to-day and f o r  t he  following few days t o  take an 

Inventory of what happened i n  the past and what is expected i n  the future  af 

pharmacy as a whole, t o  thresh out amongst ourselves and t o  revlew b r i e f ly  

the existlng patterns of organization and operation of pharmaceutical services 

In  general and the problems of qual i ty  control of pharmaceutical preparations 

i n  particular.  

Never was t h i s  task more urgent than today when drugs appear on the market 

almost too qulckly t o  l e a m  t h e w  names t o  say nothing about distinguishulg 

wkch are the drugs whlch have d i f fe ren t  proprietary names. 

We have amongst us here leading pharmaceutical specialists and government 

pharmacists from twenty oountries of the EaaternrMeditemanean Region, who have 

subscribed t o  t h i s  activity, t o  discuss how best  t o  control the qual i ty  of 

drugs and medicaments local ly  man-actured or imported in to  t h e i r  countries. 



During the l a s t  few years, problems re la t ing  t o  good manufacturing 

practices and the qual i ty  control of pharmaceutical preparations h&8 been 

emphasized more and more. These problems have been recognized by the 

World Health Assembly m t h a t  ~t invl ted Govemments.af.R;he member State6 and 

the Director-General of the World Health Organization t o  take the necessary 

action. Governments have been invited t o  subject drugs t o  adequate control. 

Purpose of the Seminar 

1. To renew b r i e f ly  existlng patterns of organization and operation of 

pharmaceutlcal services. 

2. To review the  general s i tua t ion  regarding qual l ty  control of pharmaceutical 

substances i n  countries of the Reglon. 

3. To d ~ s c u s s  the organization, administration and technical operation of 

quali ty control services: 

3.1 A t  central  level  

3.2 A t  intermediate level  

3.3 A t  factory leve l  

4. To dlscuss requxed special  services: 

4.1 Control laboratories 

4.2 National reference laboratories 

4.3 Reglonal reference laboratories 

4.4 InspectIan servlces 

5. To discuss staffing of servlces and qual l f icat ians  of personnel required: 

5.1 T e c k i c a l  personnel 

9.2 Auxiliary personnel and technicians 

5.3 Pdmlnistratlve personnel 

6 .  To discuss education and t ra ining of personnel f o r  control services including 

requlred t ra ining programmes and institutions. 

7. To discuss lega l  requirements f o r  organrzed systems of quali ty oonBrOrl 

services. 

8. To make recommendations as t o  principles and procedures t o  be followed t o  

strengthen and furgher-develdB pharmaceutlcal s ewices  and i n  gar t lcu lar  qual i ty  

control servlces m Pountr~es of the Region. 



You are a l l  invited t o  t a l k  f ree ly  and present any problems you may 

wish the Seminar t o  tackle. However i n  view of the shortage of discussion 

time, it is requested t h a t  the presentation of t he  papers should take the 

minirnum time possible not t o  exceed 10 minutes leavlng the major par t  f o r  

discussions and exchanging views. 


