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Providing that ' the leas t  posaible planed sugar cane area f o r  sugar produution 

is about 50 feddans (one Peddan = 4200 m2). the damage due t o  ra t s '  attack could 

be assessed a t  the maturiw season a s  fdllarrs: 

1. Four replicates, 25 m2 each with three treatments representing three distances 

from the irrigation canal, one lq the canal, the second in  the centre of the f ield 

and the third i n  brtween. 

2. Damage is classified i n  three categories, 1 .e. 

a. r a t  gnawing a t  the base of the plant causing fal l ing docln of the attacked 
stalks 

b. damage t o  the apex of the plant resulting in plant stuntation 

c. gnawing along the whole plant causing fungus infection, -ration and 
non-crgetalllne sugar product. 

3. Samples of infested plants a s  w e l l  a s  sound plants are analyzed t o  determine 

the percentage reduction is sugar contents and implrities. On this baais the l a s s  

is estimated. 

4. This experiment is repeated i n  other three fanna chosen a t  random repreaenthg 

each count- and the saae f o r  the other countries and governorates. 
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5. I t  is  advisable t o  repeat th i s  experiment for three successive years before 

giving a f ina l  decision on the rate of damage due t o  rats.  

6. Data obtained are subject t o  s ta t i s t i ca l  analysis. 


