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There a r e  many excellent  t ex t s  describing methods fo r  measuring 

tfie comparatively low concentration of d i f fe ren t  substances found i n  air 

and WHO is preparing c r l t i c a l  monographs i n  which standard methods will be 

recommended and described In  de ta l l .  I n  these t e x t s  the d l f f l c u l t i e s  

encountered by the presence of in te r fe r ing  substances wxll be discussed. 

Methods of measurement used must be selected according t o  the 

information requlred. The measurements of dust- fa l l  may be admlrably s u t e d  

t o  the monltarlng of p r e c ~ p l t a t i n g  equipment on an industrious stack but 

useless  fo r  purposes of medlcal research. Again, samples of smoke and SO2 

taken over perlods of 24 hours may be of great  value fo r  epidemlologlcal 

s tud les  but since the substances measured a r e  but indicators of pollution 

which 1s of great  physlcal and chemlcal complexity, the measurements obtalned 

can mislead by grvlng an over-simplified pxcture of the s t a t e  of the a i r .  

For the purposes of medlcal research more complex methods a r e  requlred 

and samplxng techniques and methods of examulatlon of the samples must be 

chosen with care and t h e l r  l imlta t lon reallzed. These topics  w i l l  be 

dxscussed. 
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