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(In behalf of Dr. Alfred &mum, Reglonal Director of the World Health 

Regional Office f o r  Africa, I am very pleased t o  convey my warxmst greetings 

to t h i s  Meeting on Publlc Health Teachmg and t o  express our hope tha t  any 

new davelopmcnts In the f i e l d  of pubbc health should be taken m t o  

consideration, with a view to adapting the t radi t ional  curriculum t o  our 

present needs. 

A t  the Conference of Directors of Schools of Public Health, orgnnized 

by the World Health Organization i n  Geneva, f ran 29 August t o  2 September 1966, 

the Director General emphasized tha t  many of the post-graduate courses in  
public health are given in countries that  are well developed socially and 

economically and have advanced public health organizations and major public 

health problerms which are different from those of the students' countries. 
Nevertheless, in the DFI/~PH courses, students acquire knowledye of work 

and organigation; they g a s p  general plznciplea and concepts which. enable 
1 them t o  reach satisfactory perfrnnance of the i r  subsequent careers . 

* 
Regional Adviser i n  Education and Trming,  World Hea th  Organization 
Regional Office for Africa, Brazzaville. 
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The ms t l t l ~ t l ons  providing post-maduate courses in public health 

differ kndely. . Some mphasize t r a m ~ n g ,  others s e m c e  to  the c m t y ,  

others reseerch. The curricula are them fore not the same everywhere. 

In addition, there arc 1nstltut3ons devoted t o  a slngle post-graduate 

course f o r  physlclans, uhile rnany also acccpt members of  other profess:ons, 

liks vctorjnarians, dentists, nurses, engineers, administrators, s o c i o l o ~ s t s  

etc. Anyway, the vorklng definition of a school of publxc health given in 
the tenth report of the lJHO Fixpert Committee on Professional and Technical 

Education of Medical and Auxiliary Personnel i s  s t i l l  qpropriate:  

"An mstl tu t ion  wlth adequate rr>sourcos which, i n  addition t o  research 

in publlc health 2nd service to  the c o d t y ,  provides a full-time 

course last ing not l e s s  than one academc year, or ~ t s  equivalent, 

coverxlg the subjects essential to the understanding of the various 

problems o f  public health and the concepts, organis t ion  and techniques 

required for  dealing with then, and which 1s open t o  nunbers of the 
medical and al l ied professions seeking qualifications in p~lblic health.4t 

T h i s  definition is t o  be reviewed In  the l i gh t  of the growing needs 

associated, n t h  under-developmt in  most c m t r i e s  of Latin America, k i a  
and Africa. 

In the AfYican Region, the major concern i s  the total coverage of the 

population as f a r  as medical care and peventive medlcine are concerned. In 
view of the exlsting conditions i n  the f i e l d  of cm~mnicable dlseascs, 

malnutrijaon, environmental health and the tremendoae pmbloms related t o  

them, Dr. Alfred Quenuxn, Regional Director, stressed, a t  the f i r s t  meeting 

of professors of publsc health from Medical Schools i n  thc Region held a t  

the Reglomal Office i n  Brazzaville from 7 t o  1 2  October 1966, tha t  special 

attention should be given to adaptation o f  curnculc t c  the African needs 

and ccntext and tha t  a new concept of the team sh011J.d be materialized w i t h  

a v i e w  t o  further promotion i n  the conrmunlty hea l t h  

1 
Wld. Hlth. Org. techm. Rep. Scr. 1961, 216, 4-5. 
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2. The health needs I n  African Region 

2.1 Tha total coverage m the f l e l d  of public health i s  our final objective. 

Up to now, the greatest par t  of medic& care hzs been devott d t c  the  c i t i e s  

and iirban areas i n  view of the l o c a t ~ o n  of tna hosp l tds  and related 

fac i l l t ics .  The rural  areas appear t o  be abandoned m thelr, isolation, 

poverty and scarcity of medical care and prcventave medicme. 

2.2 The acute shortage of health personnel of a, l l  categories, tho poop 

d ~ c $ o r s / ~ o ~ u l a t i o n  ra t io  and the lack of training inst i tut ions are m n g  the 
major concern of the African Region. 

2.3 The prevalence of communicable bseases  - heading n long l i s t  of epidemic 

and tm&mic diseases are malaria, schij3tosormasis, onchocerciasis, cerebrospinal 

meningitis, yaws, leprosy, measlcs etc. 

2.4 Malnutrition and kr?ashlorkor - these ccnbticns I n  Infants contribute 

largely to  tho morbidity and mortality a~ld arc closely related t o  soclo- 

cul tural  s tetus and low econonic pattern. 

To peot the needs, the t r a m n g  o f  health personnel deserves high 

priority. In such plannmg, attention 1s always focussed on the problem of 

adaptation of tho tri?ditlonal curricula to the African context, t2-g in to  

account the basic requiremrnts n t h  regard t o  local  pethology and cpidoniology. 

Thc pos,t-graduate courses should be revlared In  the h g h t  of those 

requirements. It is  necessary, therefore, t o  e f f t c t  chmges m the curricula 

so that greater attantiofi is given to  subjects such as epidemiology, sociologg, 

anthropology, r ~ l ~ g l o n ,  vital statistics, occupatwnal hygiene, envirorrmmtal 

health and health educztion. 

As  f a r  as teech~ng methodology i s  concerned, more seminars and t:rollp 

discussions would be bena f~c i a l  t o  the students. 

3. Traning m f i e ld  projects: 

The f i e l d  programmes,should be suitably reorgani~ed t o  ensure that  

they are real ly practical. 



4. Research programme in pnblic health: 

The minimun of rceearch as po~nted out by Dr. J.S.W. Lutwma a t  bhe 

recent Meeting of Professors of Public Health i n  Braznavillo, depends largely 

on the funds and personnel a v a i l a b l ~  and the co-operation between the s$hools 

of publlic health end other mehcal faculties or  University institutions. 

The major areas of the research programne should xnclude the followmg 

mab subjects: 

Conmnuucable diseases, m a h r e l  and child health, envxmnmental heslth, 

vital s t a t i s t i c s  and nursing. 

&1&miologiccLL analysis should be encouraged I n  the methodology of 

research. 

1% i s  now largely agreed tha t  the traditzonal pattern of curricula and 

methodology mst be reviewed. 

It 1s obvious tha t  the acute shorCage of health personnel c01Q.d on ly  be 

met by establishmg schools of public health in the African Region. Bowver, 

this i s  not inrmediately feasiblo i n  view of the lack of resources and personnel. 

The trnlnlng i n  public health should emphasiec the new concept of the 

team and should take in to  account the objectives ?ad the tasks which a r e  t o  

bo pe r fmod  by the different categories of health personnel a t  tihe central 

(ministrias ) and poripheral levels (basic health s e m c a s )  . 


