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REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE COMMlllEE 

Functions of t h e  Regional Consultative Committee 

Thc Reg~onal Consultative Comm~ttee (RCC) was first established following a resolut~on 
adopted by the Thlrtleth Sess~on of Reg~onal Comm~ttee In 1983 It 1s composed of eight 
membcrs. des~gnated by the Regtonal Dlrector, actrng ln then own personal capacity, that IS, 
they do not represent thelr governments The terms of reference of the RCC Include advlslng 
the Reg~onal Director on pol~cy and strategy tn the Reg~on for the development of technical 
cooperation among develop~ng countries (TCDC), prepanng the programme budget, revlewlng 
methods of work of the Reg~onal Commrttee, and any other matters referred to ~t by the Regional 
Dlrector Membersh~p 1s lnitlally for two years for half of the members, and three years for the 
other half The RCC meets once a year, usually rn late Augusttearly September' 

Seventeenth meeting of t h e  RCC 

The seventeenth meetlng of the Reg~onal Consultative Comm~ttee was held In the Regional 
Office, Alexandria, Egypt, on 1 and 2 October 1993 The RCC revlewed the follow-up actlons 
taken on the recommendations of its prev~ous meetlng 

'Ihe toplcs d~scussed included 

- the Ninth General Programme of Work Covenng the Penod 1996-2001, 
- the usefulness of vls~ts of senior nat~onal offic~als to the Regional Office, 
- World Bank involvement in the field of health, 
- Cost-shanng ~n health systems, 
- Promoting the PHC approach, focuslng on catchment areas of health facil~ties, and 
- the use of tradttional medlclne In health care systems 

In adhhon, the Reg~onal Dlrector bnefed the Comm~ttee on the work of the Executive Board 
Working Group on the WHO Response to Global Changes, and on an important resolut~on 
(WHA46 35) of the Forty-s~xth World Health Assembly, calllng for budgetary reform and a 
s~mplrfied presentation of the Proposed Programme Budget 

The RCC was Impressed by the clanty of thought and style of the Nlnth General Programme 
of Work (9th GPW), the conciseness in the presentation of concepts, and its greater flex~bllity 
and adaptabll~ty at all levels, and recommended reg~onal Inputs to the 9th GPW document for 
cons~derat~on by the Regional Committee 

The actlon taken by the Regional Office to evaluate the usefulness of the visits of senlor 
nattonal offic~als to the Regtonal Office assessing the ach~evement of objectives and the cost- 
effectiveness of such meettngs was welcomed The RCC's recommendations lncluded ad Loc 
vtslts to the Reg~onal Office by newly appointed key natronal oftic~als, allocatron of a certaln 

'Should there be o need for the RCC to mcct more often. the Reglonal D~rector could convene ad hnc mccttngs 



percentage of country funds for actlvltlcs lnvolvlng ~ntcrsectoral collaborat~on, organlzatlon of 
workshops and meetlngs lnv~ted to dlscuss appropnate means of lntersectoral coordlnauon, etc 

It was recommended that WHO develop gu~dellnes for Member States on conducting 
negottatlons w ~ t h  World Bank teams durlng the formulat~on of health and other nat~onal 
development projects that have health ~mpl~~at lons  for fundtng by the Bank Member States 
were urged to use WHO as an advlsory body dunng negotlahons concerning these projects for 
funding by the Bank - - 

The Importance of cost contmnment and cost-shanng mechanlsms In the future development 
of health care dellvew was emohas~zed These mechanlsms should be vlewed as one of h e  
means of lmprovlng the qual~ty of health servlces and should take Into consrderat~on (a) basrc 
health care servlces and the~r access~bll~ty to all, and (b) appropriate technology In lrne w ~ h  the 
values and ethlcs of the reg~onal culture 

The RCC recommended the establishment of a reg~onal body to advlse on pollcy cholees In 
health economics, conduct by countries, In collaborat~on wlth WHO, of cost analyses at varlous 
health care levels and development of nat~onal mechanlsms to sensrtlze health providers, as well 
as the public, to the cost of health care servlces, promotion of bulk procurement of varlous 
medlcal supplles at nat~onal, sub-regtonal and reg~onal levels, development of nat~onal 
mechan~sms to coord~nate the health servlces prov~dcd by varlous lnstltutlons at nahonal level, 
and collaboratlon by Member States wlth WHO In developing nat~onal lists of essential 
equlpment, bastc laboratory tests, and other bas~c health supplles 

The RCC supported lnnovatlve approaches that strengthen PHC and cornmunlty 
development, and recommended that health workers be tra~ned to play a lead~ng role In 
cornmunlty motlvatlon and mobll~zat~on, and catchment areas. whenever cons~dered, be clearly 
defined for each facll~ty and appropnate referral systems should be developed and enforced 
Furthermore, a good system of kecplng records should be developed to control the patlent's 
movcmcnts, to avold transfer hctwccn varlous catchment areas and by-pass~ng of first levels of 
health care 

The Importance of use of tradttlonal medlclne In health care systems and the need for a 
practical approach lo use benefits from the exlstlng practices of tradltlonal medlclne to support 
the overall objectlvcs of HFA was emphasized It was recommended, rrtter alra, that efforts be 
made to carry out sltuat~on analyses of the status of trad~t~onal medlclne In the Reglon and 
generate more quantltatlve data on ~ t s  actual trends of utlllzatlon and WHO convene a meehng 
of an expert group to dlscuss varrous techn~cal lssucs ra~sed In the RCC dlscuss~ons 



REGIONAL COMMllTEE FOR THE EASTERN 

Functions of the Regional Committee 

The Reg~onal Commlttee (RC) for the Eastern Med~terranean IS the maln governlng body on 
pollcy matters for the WHO Eastern Med~terranean Reg~on It also supervises the actlvltles of 
the Reg~onal Office Its funct~ons Include 

a) to formulate pol~cles governlng matters of an exclus~vely reg~onal character, 
b) to supervise the actlvltles of the Reg~onal Office, 
c) to suggest to the Reg~onal Office the convening of techn~cal conferences, and such 

add~t~onal work or investlgatlon In health matters as In the oplnlon of the Reg~onal 
Commlttee, would promote the objectives of the Organ~zation w ~ t h ~ n  the Reg~on. 

d) to cooperate w~th  other WHO reg~onal comrmttees and w~th those of other Un~ted Nat~ons 
spec~al~zed agencles and with other regional lnternatronal organlzattons havlng Interests 
In common w~th  the Organ~zatlon, 

e) to tender advlce-through the D~rector-General-to the Organlzatton on lnternatlonal 
health matters that have w~der-than-reg~onal s~gn~ficance, 

f) to recommend add~t~onal reg~onal appropriations by the governments of countries In the 
Reglon if the proportion of the central budget of the Organ~zation allotted 1s insuftic~ent 
to carry out reaonal funct~ons, 

g) such other funct~ons as may be delegated to the Reg~onal Comm~ttee by the World Health 
Assembly, the Executive Board or the D~rcctor-General The EMR Reg~onal Committee 
conslsts of all Member States forming the WHO Eastern ~edlterraneG Reg~on 

The Reg~onal Dlrector is the ex-offic~o Secretary of the Reg~onal Comm~ttee 
The Reg~onal Commlttee meets annually (first Saturday of 0ctober)elther In oneof the EMR 

Member States or In the Reg~onal Office, In accordance w~th the lnvltatlon recelved 

Fortieth Session of the RC 

The Fortleth Sessron of the Reg~onal Comm~ttee was held In Alexandna. Egypt, from 2 to 5 
October 1993 The Reg~onal Commttee elected H E Dr Al~reza Marandl (Islam~c Republ~c of 
Iran) as 11s Cha~rman, and Dr Khal~fa Ahmed Al-Jaber (Qatar) and Dr Wal~d Ammar (Lebanon) 
as ~ t s  V~ce-Cha~rmen For the Technical D~scussions, Dr Moncef S~dhom (Tunls~a) was elected 
Chalrman 

Palestlne was welcomed as a member In the Regtonal Comm~ttee for the Eastern 
Med~terranean 

The RC constdered various toplcs, including the Nlnth General Programme of Work 
Coverlng the Per~od 1996-2001, progress reports on AIDS, malaria and WHO-sponsored 
research actlvltles in the Eastern Med~terranean Reg~on the seventeenth meeting of the Reg~onal 
Consultative Comm~ttee and the Jo~nt GovemmentlWHO Programme Rev~ew Mlss~ons In 1993 



The Techn~cal D~scussrons wcre on the suhjcct of "thc Role of Women rn Support of Hcallh 
for All" and the technrcal papers were on le~shmanras~s and abuse of narcot~cs and psychoacllve 
drugs 

The Fort~eth Sessron of the Reg~onal Commrttee adopted 16 rcsolut~ons It also agreed on 6 
dec~s~ons 

The following IS a list of the resolut~ong and decis~ons adopted, along w ~ t h  the text 



LIST OF RESOLUTIONS 

PROGRAMME MAllEFC3 

EMIRC40IR.l Annual Report of the Regional Dlrector 

All the representatlves of the Member States commended the Regional Dlrector on his Report 
for 1992 on the Work of WHO in the Eastern Med~terranean Reg~on and sought WHO'S ass~stance 
and advlce on vanous proposals The resolut~on urges Member States that are econom~cally more 
secure to donate the whole or a part of the~r country allocat~ons to support those Member States of 
the Reg~on that have greater need 

EMIRC4WR.3 Regronal Strategy for Health and Environment 

The Reg~onal Committee adopted the draft strategy drawn up at an rntercountry consultat~on In 
Amman In June 1993 

EMlRC40lR.4 Report of the Executive Board Working Group on the WHO 
Response to Global Change 

The Regonal Dlrector expla~ned In deta~l the report and the recommendations of the Executive 
Board Workmg Group WHO Response to Global Change The Director-General stud that the 
actlvltles for the lmplementat~on of the recommendations were to be grouped together slnce they 
had common purposes, namely the ral~onallzat~on of the work of governing bodies and thew 
subcommittees or ~mprovement In certain managerla] aspects of WHO'S work He provlded a 
tlme-frame for fulfilling the recommendations, notlng that a number had already been met 
Regarding the procedure for select~ng the Regional Dlrector, the Reg~onal Comm~ttee dec~ded, 
after cons~derable d~scuss~on, to contlnue wlth the exlsting practice, and to seek the vlews of the 
Reg~onal Consultative Committee on the report 

EMIRC40IR 5 The Role of Women in Support of Health For All 

All those who part~c~pated In the discuss~ons were In complete agreement that further tralnlng 
of women was essential In order to enhance the~r potentla1 role In support for Health for A11 In the 
farmly, community and the soclety at large 

EM/RC40IR.6 Acquired lmmunodeflciency Syndrome (AIDS) - Progress Report 

The delegates who took part In the d~scussions on t h ~ s  toplc expressed thelr concern at the 
poss~b~l~ty of AIDS becomng a senous threat at a later date, although ~t was not one at present 
They agreed that the number of AIDS cases and HIV infect~ons currently reported may not truly 
reflect the actual sltuahon, and cautioned against any complacency In countries that face secunty 
and refugee problems, there were no data concerning the magn~tude of the dlsease and infect~on 
The Comm~ttee therefore urged Member States to collect rel~able data and, In the absence of any 
drugs or vacclncs, to cont~nue to prov~de effectlve education and lnformat~on about the ~nfect~on 



and the dlsease and to debelop Integrated control programmes for AlDS and other ~exually 
tnnsmtted dtseases 

The present status of lershman~as~s was dcscr~bed TIic u\c of ~nscct~ctdc-~tnprcgnated bednets 
was a preferred approach to ach~evlng control of the dlscdse Wh~le  zoonoltc toct wcre dtfficult to 
control, anthroponot~c f o c ~  could be hrought under control The possrb~lttles of ~ntegratlng rnalarra 
and le~shmanlas~s  control programmes deserved close examlnatlon, slncc the control of 
le~shman~as~s has frequently been a stde-effcct of malala control acttvttles 

EMIRC40m.8 Polromyelrtrs Eradlcatlon In t h e  Eastern  Med~te r ranean  Region 

The Comm~ttee re~terated 11s goal of erndlcatlon of polloniycl~t~s from the Rcglon by the year 
ZOO0 and called upon Member Statts to talc appropriate steps necessary to cnsurc attalntng thc 
goal, tncludlng self-sufficiency In vacclne product~on, surveillance of acute flacctd paralysts, and 
ensunnp avallab~lltj of resources for strengthenlng of natronal laboratones for dtagnosls 

EMIRC401R 9 A b u s e  of Narcotics a n d  P s y c h o a c t ~ v e  Drugs  

The technical paper prob~dcd basrc ~nforniatton on the suhject and suggcstcd a strategy to 
combat dmgabuse based on ~dent~fied resource7 It alsocontalned ~nform~tl~on uhout lntematlonal 
organlzatlons enpagcd In dcnllng \ \~ th  tlic prohlem 

Thcrc was consensus t h ~ t  ahusc of narccitlcq and psvchnd~t~\c  d111gs  is he~o~t i lng a lncnacc 
In the Reg~on, and that all cflorts should lx makc to t,l~Llc the prohlcni 

EMIRC401R.10 Malaria Control 

Conccm was expresccd at the current malaria sltu'ltlon pnrtl~ulatly In tliosc coulltrlcs wherc 
no nat~onwtde control programmes exlst Instabll~ty, Insecurity, movement of populations, lack 
of resources, htgh pncer of ~nsectlc~des, dc%elopmcnt of resistance by vectors and parasites, all 
contributed tothe present sltuatlon Use of mechan~cal and btologlcal control mcthods 1s preferred 
to chem~cal methods 

EMIRC4WR 11 Report  on t h e  P r o g r e s s  of WHO-sponsored Research  Ac t lv~ t les  
in t h e  EMR 

The Reg~onal Co~nm~ttce felt that hcnlth systems research rcqulrcd further expanston In all 
countnes There should be closer cwperatlon between mtnlstrles and untverslttes Nat~onal 
cwrdlnatlng bodes for research 5hould be establtshed, and strcngthcned where they already exlst 

EMIRC4WR 14 Report  of t h e  R e g ~ o n a l  C o n s u l t a t ~ v e  C o m m ~ t t e e  (Seventeenth 
Meeting) 

The Reg~onal Comm~ttee endorsed the report of thc Rcg~onal Consultatlvc Comm~ttee and 
rcqucstcd Memher States to ~mplcmetit 11% rccomnlcndal~ons Onc of the rccommcndat~on~ was 
for 011 ltoc vls~ts to the Rcp~onnl Otficc hy ncwly appo~ntcd key nat~on~ll ofliclals (Scc also the 
earller sectlon of thrs br~efing ) 



EMIRC40IR 15 Ninth General Programme of Work Coverlng the Period 
1996-2001 

The Reglonal Consultative Comm~ttee revlewed the N~nth General Programme of Work 
(9th GPW) at tts seventeenth meetlng In September 1993 and was Impressed by the clar~ty of 
thought and style of the Programme, the conciseness In the presentahon of concepts, and 11s greater 
flexlblllty The representatives found the 9th GPW clear and conclse, and suggested that the 
Executive Board be requested to Include more lnformat~on on resource moblllzat~on 

COUNTRY-RELATED MATIERS 

EMlRC40/R.2 Membership of Palestlne in the Reg~onal Commlttee 

Follow~ng a statement by the D~rector-General of WHO of the eonsultat~ons held w~th Israel 
on the subject, Palest~nc was lnv~ted as a member In the Reglonal Comm~ttee under Article 47 of 
the WHO Const~tut~on 

EMIRC40m 13 Health Condltlons of the Arab Population In the Occupled Arab 
Territories, lncludlng Palestme 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATIERS 

EMIRC4OIR.12 Report of the Mlnlster~al Comm~ttee on Methods of Ra~s~ng 
Extrabudgetary Funds for the Promotion of Health lnltiatives In 
the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

The creatlon of an assoclatlon was proposed hy the Mln~sterlal Cornm~ttce pursuant to 
EM/RC39/R I to mobll~ze funds from prlvate and other sources In the support of health 
development In the Reg~on, lncludlng Member States and EMRO Th~s  would be ~ndependent 
from WHO 

EMIRC40m.16 Place and Date of the Forty-f~rst Sess~on of the Regional 
Commlttee, 1994 

The Reglonal Cornmlttee dec~ded to hold ~ t s  Forty-first Sess~on In Alexandria, In case no other 
lnvltatlon IS received, from 1 to 4 October 1994, In consultat~on wtth the Cha~rman of the 
Comm~ttee 



LIST OF DECISIONS 

Decrs~on 1 Electlon of Officers 
D e c ~ s ~ o n  2 Adopt~on of the Agcnda 
Decls~on 3 Nominat~on of a Member State to the Global Programme on AIDS Management 

Comm~ttee 
Dec~sron 4 Nomrnat~on of a Memher State to thc Polrcy and Coord~nat~on Comm~ttee of 

the Spec~al Programme of Rcscnrch. Dcvcloprncnt '~nd Rcwar~h  Traln~ng In 
Human Reproductron 

Dec~ston 5 Nomrnat~on of a Memher Statc to tllc Managcment Adv~sory Commrttce of the 
Actton Programme on Essenttal Drugs 

Dec~s~on  6 Closing of the Sess~on 



RESOLUTIONS 

EM/RC40/R 1 Annual Report of t h e  Regional Director 

Having revlewed the Annual Report' of the Reglonal Dlrector, on the work of WHO In the 
Eastern Med~terranean Reg~on for the year 1992, and hav~ng notcd h ~ s  statement thereon 

I THANKS the Reglonal Dlrector for h ~ s  comprehenstve report, whlch reflects the close 
cooperation between the Reglonal Office and the Member States, 

2 ADOPTS the Annual Report of the Reglonal Dlrector, 

3 CALLS UPON governments of the Reglon 
3 1 to emphasize the llnk betwecn health and natlonal econom~c development, 
3 2 to collaborate wlth the Reglonal Office In seeking new ways of lnvolvlng commun~t~es In 

plannlng and declslon-mak~ng In respect of local health care servlces, 
3 3 to make use of the potentlal wlthln cornmunltles to provlde support, In cash or tn klnd, to 

complement government Inputs for health care and health-promoting actlvltles, 

4 FURTHER CALLS UPON governments of the Reg~on to enhance actlvlties almed at 
controlling commun~cable d~seases, 

5 REQUESTS the Reglonal Dlrector to contlnue h ~ s  efforts to provlde ttmely and appropriate 
asststance to population groups suffer~ng dlsruptlon of normal health care servlces due to 
natural and man-made disasters, and 

6 URGES Member States that are economcally more secure to donate the whole w a part of 
thelr country allocations In support of those Member States of the Region that have a greater 
need, thls belng considered a health Investment that IS also beneficla1 to the donor country 

EM/RC4O/R 2 Membership of Palestine in the Reg~onal  Comm~t tee  

The Reg~onal Commrttee, 

Recalling 11s resolutlon EM/RC39/R 3, concerning the membership of Palestine In the Reg~onal 
Cornrnlttee of the Eastern Medlterranean, 

Bearlng In mlnd Art~cle 47 of the WHO Constltut~on and resolutlon WHAZ 103, 
Havlng noted the statements of the Reglonal Dlrector and the Director-General on the results 

of the consultations prescribed to In the aforesa~d resolutlon, 
WELCOMES Palestine as a member in the Reg~onal Committee for thc Eastern Medlterranean 

' Document EMIRC4012 



EM/RC40/R 3 Reglonal Stra tegy for Health a n d  Environment 

The Reg~onal Cornrn~ttee, 

Havtng rev~ewed the draft strategy for health and envtronment, wh~ch was prepared dunng the 
Reg~onal Consultat~on held In Amman In June 1993, 

Recall~ng the resolut~ons of the Unlted Natlons Confercnce on Env~rontncnt and Development 
("Earth Sumnut"), held ~n RIO de Jan~ero In June 1992, 

1 ADOPTS the regional strategy for health and envlronment for thc Eastcrn Mcd~terranean, 
and 

2 URGES Member Statcs to lmplcmcnt the strategy 

EM/RC40IR 4 Report  of t h e  Executlve Board Working G r o u p  on t h e  WHO 
R e s p o n s e  to Global C h a n g e  

The Regional Comrnrttee, 

Recall~ng resolut~ons WHA46 16, WHA46 35, EB92 R2, and EM/RC35/R 2l, 
Hav~ng noted the report of the Executtve Board Worklng Group on the WHO Response to 

Global Change', 
Hav~ng constdered the Reg~onal Dtrector's comments on that report, 
Commendtng efforts to make WHO more responsive to chang~ng needs at the global, reg~onal 

and country levels and to Improve d~alogue between the vartous Reglonal Offices and between 
them and headquarters, 

bl~ndful that the Regtonal Comm~ttccs adopt the~r own rules of procedure', 
M~ndful also that the first functlon of a regtonal committee IS to formuldtc p o l ~ c ~ e s  governing 

matters of an exclus~vely regtonal character'. 
M~ndful further that the Reg~onal Office shall carry out w ~ l h ~ n  the Region the dec~s~ons of the 

Health Assembly and of the Boardc, 
Recogn~z~ng that the present global health pol~cy must be adapted to match global change, 
Bel~evtng that any new organtzat~onal and rnanagerlal processes must respect the pr~nclples of 

decentral~zatlon and must strengthen reg~onal offices In the~r  ab~ltty to meet the spec~fic needs of 
thetr respective Member States and regtons. 

1 COMMENDS the Execut~ve Board Worklng Group on ~ t s  report, 

2 AGREES that "Health for All" 1s st111 a vahd and tlmeless goal, 

3 AFFIRMS that the process cstabhshcd In the Eastern Medtterranean Reg~on for nomtnattng a 
candidate for Reg~onal Dlrcctor IS appropnate and should conttnue to he followed, and 

' Refers to Reg~onal Consultat~\e Comm~tlee reports the spec~fic recomrnendat~ons are In Section 5 9, page 10 
of EM/RCC8/2 
Report of the Executlve Board Worklng Group on the WHO Response to Global Change. EB9U4 of 16 Aprll 
1993 
' WHO Const~tut~on Article 49 
'WHO Constlmt~on 4n1cle 50(a) 
' WHO Const~tut~on Article 5 I 



4 REQUESTS the Reg~onal Director 
4 1 to forward the vlcws of the Rcgional Committee on the report of the Executive Board 

Worklng Group to thc Exccut~vc Board, 
4 2 to seek the vlews of the Reg~onal Consultative Commlttee on the Report of the Worklng 

Group, 
4 3 to report to the Reglonal Committee at 11s Forty-first Sess~on on the WHO response to 

global change 

EMIRC40lR.5 The Role of Women In Support of Health For All 

Tlre Regronal Comrn~ttee, 

Havlng reviewed the Regional Dlrector's report on the Role of Womcn In Support of Health 
for All,' 

Notlng wlth great Interest the tmportant role that women can play In protcctlng and promot~ng 
the health both of the famlly and the community, 

Notlng, w~th sat~sfaction, the lncreaslng trend to ut111z.e the potentla1 of women to support Health 
for All, 

Noting that women st111 need more concerted actlon and support to develop the~r Innate 
potent~al to fully undertake the~r role as agents of change m health and development, 

1 URGES Member States 
I 1 to cstabl~sh or strengthen nat~onal committees or counclls concerned wlth promoting the 

rule of women In health dcvclopmcnt, 
1 2 to promote health awareness among women through formal and non- formal approaches, 

utllizlng the local education system, the mass medla and soclal marketing. 
1 3 to assrgn a nat~onal focal point In the mlnlstry of health to address Issues related to Women, 

Health and Development, and 

2 REQUESTS the Reg~onal Director 
2 1 to extend technical support to nat~onal commlttces or counclls for the promollon of the 

role of women In health and development, 
2 2 to estabhsh a Regtonal Steenng Commlttee on Women that would develop a reg~onal 

strategy for advancing the status of women, 
2 3 to convene a regional conference on Womcn and Health 

EMIRC401R 6 Acqulred lmmunodeflclency Syndrome (AIDS) - Progress Report 

Tlre Regronal Committee, 

Havlng revlewed the Reg~onal Dlrector's progress report2 on acqulrcd ~mmunodelic~ency 
syndrome, 

' Document EMIRC4OiTech DISC I1 
2Document EMIRC40Il l(a) 



Cons~denng the lncreastng spread of HIV lnfect~on In the Reg~on, 
Recogn~z~ng the need to ~ntenslfy efforts to prevent thc furthcr spread of AIDS, 

1 THANKS the Reg~onal D~rector for h ~ s  report and for the efforts made In ~mplcment~ng the 
earher resolut~ons of the Reg~onal Cornnuttee on AIDS, 

2 URGES Member States 
2 1 to ensure a h~gh level of nat~onal comm~tment to AIDS preventlon and control and to 

prov~de adequate human and financ~al resources to implement nat~onal AIDS programmes, 
2 2 to enl~st the actlve ~nvolvement of all nat~onal sectors, as well as nongovernmental bod~es, 

concerned m the fight against AIDS, 
2 3 to collect rellable data on HIV lnfect~on and AIDS, and to submt regular reports to WHO, 
2 4 to conhnuc to prov~de effect~ve educat~on and lnformat~on about HIV ~nfect~on and AIDS 

to the general publlc, as well as to those at Increased nsk of lnfectton, 
2 5 to conhnue to prov~de adequate care to persons w~th HIV lnfect~on and AIDS, respecting 

the11 human nghts and d~gn~ty, and avo~dlng any stlgmatizatton or dlscrlrmnat~on, 
2 6 to develop an Integrated control programme for AIDS and the other sexually transnutted 

d~seases, 
2 7 to contlnue to ensure the safety of blood, blood products and tlssuc or organ donattons, 

3 REQUESTS the Regional D~rector 
3 1 to conhnue to ensure the provlslon of the necessary support to Member Statcs In thew 

nahonal AIDS control programmes, 
3 2 to ~nform the Reg~onal Comm~ttee regularly about the rcg~onal and global AIDS sltuatlon, 

as well as about the progress In the ~mplemer~tat~on of AIDS control programmes, 
3 3 to enhance cooperation and coordlnat~on among the Mcrnbcr Statcs In lhc~r efforts to 

prevent and control AIDS 

The Reg~onal Comrn~nee, 

Hav~ng renewed the Reg~onal D~rector's report' on "Le~shman~asts", 
Commend~ng the Inlhatlves and acllvltles undertaken by the Reg~onal Office and some 

Member States In conlroll~ng the d~scasc, 
Commending also the ~ n ~ h a t ~ v e  taken by theReg~onal Dlrector to promote and support research 

on the ep~denuology and control of lelshmaruasls, 

1 URGES Member States concerned 
1 1 to undertake ep~demolog~cal assessment of le~shman~as~s In the~r countries, 

1 2 to prepare nat~onal programmes for the preventlon and control of lelshman~as~s, uslng a 
mult~sectoral approach that involves all nat~onal author~t~es concerned, 

1 3 to encourage and promote community ~nvolvement In preventwe and control actlvltres, 
particularly at the foc~  of lelshman~as~s, 
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1 4 to ensure cont~nued avallabll~ty of d~agnost~c f a c ~ l ~ t ~ e s  and drugs In areas where 
le~shman~as~s IS endem~c, and support the lntroduct~on of control measures agalnst vectors 
and reservoir hosts, 

1 5 to strengthen and develop the techn~cal capabllltles In the diagnosis, treatment, prevention 
and control of lelshman~asts, 

2 REQUESTS the Reg~onal Dlrector 
2 1 to cont~nue to support Member States In the plannlng and ~mplementat~on of natlonal 

programmes for the control of lc~shman~as~s, 
2 2 to fac~lltate and support Intercountry cooperation on the control of the d~sease 

EMIRC40lR.8 Poliomyelltls Eradication in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

The RegwnaI CommrUee, 

Havlng rev~ewed the Regtonal Dlrector's progress report' on "Pol~omyel~t~s Eradlcat~on In the 
Eastern Med~temanean Reg~on". 

Appreclatlng the progress belng made towards the goal of pol~omyellt~s erad~cat~on in the 
Reg~on, 

Not~ng w~th satlsfachon that all Member States have set nat~onal targets for the eradlcat~on of 
pol~omyel~t~s by the year 2000, 

Belng fully aware that the goal of the erad~cat~on of pol~omyel~t~s from the Reg~on w~ll not be 
ach~eved unless there IS a contlnulng accelerabon of nabonal lmmuruzatlon programmes, 

1 COMMENDS the Reg~onal D~rector for the efforts made to ach~eve the reg~onal goal of 
pohomyel~t~s erad~catlon, 

2 ACKNOWLEDGES the Reg~onal Dlrector's inltlatlve towards ach~evlng reg~onal self- 
suffic~ency In ptoduct~on and qual~ty control of vacclne, 

3 URGES Member States 
3 1 to reaffirm the~r commitment to eradlcatlng pol~omyel~t~s and to make ava~lable the staff 

and resources necessary to ~mplement thelr nat~onal plans, 
3 2 to ensure the avallab~l~ty of suffic~ent quant~tles of OPV that meets WHO'S qualrty standard 

for both routlne and supplementary Immunlzatlon, 
3 3 to glve h~gh pr~onty to the surverllance of acute flacc~d paralys~s as well as the other EPI 

d~seases, 
3 4 to promote effectwe partlclpatlon of the different med~cal sectors and the community In 

all the actlvltles of the programme, 
3 5 to ensure the ava~labll~ty of the necessary resources for strengthening nat~onal laboratones 

for the dlagnosls of poltomyellt~s, 

4 REQUESTS the Reg~onal Dlrector 
4 1 to contlnue h ~ s  efforts to ach~eve reg~onal self-suffic~ency In vacclne product~on and 

qual~ty control, and to support countries In obtalnlng sufficient quantltles of OPV, 
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4 2 to coord~nate wlth other organlzatlons of the Unlted Natlons systcm, ~ntcrgovernmcntal 
agencles and governmental and non- governmental organlzatlons to moh~l~zc sufl i~~cnt  
funds to meet all requirements for the eradlcatlon of pol~omyelltls, In part~cular, for vacclne 
supply. 

4 3 to conhnue to monltor progress by vanous means, 
4 4 to keep the Reglonal Committee regularly Informed about progress towards eradlcat~on of 

pol~omyelihs from the Reglon 

EM/RC40/R.9 Abuse of Narcotics and Psychoact~ve Drugs 

The Reglono1 Cornrnttfee, 

Havlng revlewed the Reglonal D~rector's report' on "Abuse of Narcotics and Psychoact~ve 
Drugs", 

Considenng the magn~tude of the problem and recognlzlng that continued efforts are requlred 
for the prevenhon and control of thls grave health, soclal and economc problem In the Reglon, 

1 URGES Member States 
1 1 to provlde the necessary commitment and support to a comprehcns~ve, mult~sectoral 

programme for the prevention and control of drug abuse, uslng rel~glous, cultural, 
educahonal and other resources for promoting healthy Ilfe-styles, 

1 2 to establish reliable, up-to-date systems for collecting informallon about drugs, and to 
support upgradlng of exlstlng systems, 

1 3 to share among themselves and wlth WHO ~nformatlon, technlcal expertise and expenence 
on different aspects of drug abuse, treatment and rchab~lltatlon, 

2 URGES the Reglonal D~rector 
2 1 to provide to Mernher States the necessary technlcal support to develop regular data- 

collection mechan~sms, thereby facllltatlng exchange of ~nformat~on and expenence 
among themselves and between them and WHO, 

2 2 to strengthen exlsbng reference centres and to support the establ~shment of new centres In 
countnes where drug abuse IS a severe problem 

EM/RC40/R.10 Malaria Control 

The Regtonal Comrntffee, 

Havlng revtewed the Reglonal Director's progress report2 on malana control In the Reg~on, 
Belng concerned by the progressive Increase In cases of malaria In most of the countnes In 

wh~ch 11 1s endemlc and the lncreaslng malana threat to the Reglon, 
Recognlung the need to lntenslfy efforts to control rnalana, 

1 REITERATES ~ t s  earllcr resolut~on, EM/RC37/R 11, the re~ommendat~ons of whlch remaln 
valld and should be pursued. 
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2 URGES Member States 
2 1 to support fully the four techn~cal elcments of the Global Malar~a Strategy, namely 

- Provis~on of early d~agnos~s and prompt treatment, 
- Plannlng and ~mplemcntat~on of selective and sustainable preventwe measures, 
- Early detect~on, containment and prevention of ep~demlcs, 
- Strengthen~ng of local capacltles ~n baslc and appl~ed research. 

2 2 to strengthen and develop human resources at all levels, 

3 REQUESTS Member States to involve communtttes and the vanous sectors concerned In the 
prevention and control of malar~a, and 

4 REQUESTS the Reg~onal Director 
4 1 to contlnue to provrde the necessary support to Member States In connection w~th malana 

programmes, 
4 2 to prov~de the necessary support to the reg~onal plan for tralnlng of nat~onal profess~onal 

staff necessary for natlonal malana control programmes, 
4 3 to promote and support applied rescarch, and 
4 4 to asslst ~n enhancing cooperatlon among the Member States 

EMIRC4WR.11 REPORT ON THE PROGRESS O F  WHO-SPONSORED 
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IN THE EMR 

The Regwnal Committee, 

Havlng rev~ewed the Regonal Director's report on the progress of WHO-sponsored research 
actlv~tles In the Eastern Med~terranean Reg~on', 

Notlng that marked progress ~n research for health has takcn place In only a few countries of 
the Reg~on, 

Belng aware of the slgnlficance of health systems research ~n attalnlng the goal of Health for 
All, 

Cons~derlng the mult~d~sc~pl~nary and multisectoral nature of health systems research, 

1 URGES Member States 
1 1 to establ~sh and strengthen nat~onal coordlnatlng bodies for research, 
1 2 to establtsh closer cooperatlon between the mlnlstnes of health and the unlversltles ~n 

health systems research, particularly at thc provlnc~al and dlctr~ct levels, and 
1 3 to nomnate focal points for health systems research In those countncs that have not yet 

done so, and 

2 REQUESTS the Regtonal Dlrcctor to conllnue h ~ s  support lo Member States In the field of 
health systems research 
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EM/RC401R.12 Report of the  Ministerial Committee o n  Methods of Raislng 
Extrabudgetary Funds for the  Promotion of Health Initiatives in 
the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

The Regwnal Commrttee, 

Havlng noted the presentation made by the Reg~onal Dtrector on the recommendattons of the 
ad hoc committee established by the Th~rty -ninth Sesvon of the Reg~onal Commtttee pursuant to 
resolutton EM/RC39/R I ,  

Betng destrous of maktng every effort to ratse the greatcst possible amount of extrabudgetary 
funds for the health development projects In the Region, 

1 WELCOMES the recommendations of the ad hoc comrnlttee on methods of ralstng 
extrabudgetary funds for supporttng health development projects sponsored by the Rcglonal 
Office. espc~ally the establlrhrnent of a reptonal hody for hcalth developmcnt, and 

2 CALLS UPON the Regtonal Director to conttnue hts efforts to ralsc extrahudgetary funds and 
to cooperate with any tnittatlve aimed at supporting health development In the Regton, 
lncludtng collaboration wtth the reglonal hody for health development when ectobllshed 

EANR('AOIR.13 Health Conditions of t h e  Arab Population in t h e  Occupied Arab 
Territories, Including Palestine 

The Reg~onal Committee, 

M~ndful of the bastc pnnctple estahltshed In the WHO Constttutlon, which affirms that the 
health of all peoples IS fundamental to the attainment of peace and securrty, 

Expresstng the hope that peacc talks among the parttes concerned in thc M~ddle East w~ll  lead 
to a just and comprehensive peace based on the pr~nctples of lntematlonal leglttmacy and. In 
partsuiar. on the Untted Natlons Secunty Councll resolut~ons 242 and 338, 

Taklng note of the developments of the peace process In which the parttes concerned In the 
M~ddle East are ~nvolved, and the lmmtncnt transfer of author~ty lo the Palest~ntan people, 
lncludlng the transfer of the authonty for hcalth, whtch entalls untinng efforts on the part of the 
Palestln~an people to reconstruct and rehabllttate the health tnfrastructure whlch deterlorated 
dunng occupat~on, 

Stress~ng the urgent need to mobtltzc an effectwe Internattonal effort to ach~eve that 
reconstructton and rehahtlitat~on, and the Importance of thc role of the World Health Organizatton 
In thls respect. 

Recogn~ztng the need to provtde further health support and asststance to the populatton of the 
occupted Arab terntones. and to promote cooperatton wtth them, 

Apprectattng the postttve role already played by the Organtzatton tn prov~dmg health assistance 
to h e  Palestlntan people, 

Thanktng the D~rector-General and the Regional Dtrector for thetr past efforts, 

1 REQUESTS the Director-General and the Regtonal Dtrector 
1 I to provide the techntcal support needed to factlitate the transfer of the authonty for health 

to the Palestlnlan people In  the following areas 
(I) ~denlificat~on of bas~c health Issues fac~ng the Palestinian health aulhor~ty , 



(2) restructuring and development of the health system, 
(3) support for a comprehensive health survey of the Palestlnlan people. 
(4) development of health legdat~on, 
(5) support for programmes to tram health personnel, 

1 2 to form a joint PalestlneNHO working group to de\elop the niechan~smr needed tor the 
lmplementatlon of the Palestln~an nat~onal health plan, 

1 3 to support the organlzatlon of specla1 workshops on prnnary health care, and to asslst In 
financing them to enable Palest~nc to tdhe an actlve p ~ r t  In lmple~l~entlng the health-for-dl 
strategy, 

1 4 to take actlon and make the contacts necessary for obtalnlng the funds needed to meet the 
emergency health needs of the Palest~n~an people. dnd 

2 C A l l S  upon ,111 Meliil~r Stat'\, IIIL O I ~ . I I I I L ~ ~ I < I I I \  01 1111: Ull~lr'd NJII<IIIS ~ y s t e ~ ~ i .  1~ well cw 
~ntergovernmental and non-governmentdl organlzdtlons, to provlde all necessary financial 
support and cooperatton 

EMIRC4WR.14 REPORT O F  THE REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE COMMllTEE 
(Seventeenth Meet~ng) 

Havlng considered the report of the Seventeenth Mectlng of the Reglonal Consultu(~ve 
Comm~ttee', 

1 ENDORSES the report of the Reglonal Consultat~ve Commlttee, t a h g  Into account the 
comments of the Reglonal Commlttee, 

2 COMMENDS the Reg~ondl Consultdt~\e Colnmlttee tor the advlsory support 11 continues to 
provide to the Reglon, 

3 CALLS UPON Member States to ln~plement the recommendatlonr Included In the Reglonal 
Consultat~ve Commlttee report whenever feasible, 

4 REQUESTS the Reglonal D~rector to implement the recommendat~ons that concern the 
Reg~onal Office of the Eastern Med~terranean, 

5 REQUESTS the Rcglondl Dlrector to contlnue to put betore the Reglonal Consultat~ve 
Commlttee all Important matters Intended tor conrlderatlon by the Reglonal C o m t t e e  

EhlVRC4WR.15 Ninth General Programme of Work Covering the Period 
1996-2001 

The Regional Cornnuttee, 

Havrng rewewed and endorsed the vlews and recommendat~ons of the Reglonal Consultat~ve 
Co~i i~ i i~ t~cc  Loncellilng 111e prel~~ii~n.~ry ~ir.itt 01 tlw NIIII~I GCIICCJ~ Progra~~i~~ic of WorF. 
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COMMENDS the great clanty and conclscncss In the prcscntatlon of concepts, 
CALLS FOR more ernphasls on tile Icadenli~p rolc of WHO In thc ficld ol hcalth and 11s rolc 

In connectron wlth coopcratlon wlth Unltcd Natlons and other agenclcs In thc ficld of health at 
country level, 

BELIEVES thatpartlcular welght should be glvcn to tlic decentrahrcd funetlonlng of WHO In 
ptovldlng technical coopcratlon through 11s Rcglonal Offices. 

CONSIDERS that health developrnent as an cssentlal part of ovcrall human dcveloprnc~it 
should be specifically advocated when puhllc pollclcs arc fc>rmrrlatcd. 

SUGGESTS that there should hc among thc forms of cooperallon hctwcen WHO and 
collaborating centres the financing of "tied posts' for tliosc centres In  return for the loan from 
them to the Organlzatlon of experts that 11 may need and 

REQUESTS the Reglonal Dlrector to transmit these vlcws and thc relevant portlons of the 
Report of the Seventeenth Meeting of the Rcglonal Consultative Commlttce to the Executlvc 
Board 

EMIRC40IR 16 Place and Date of the  Forty-f~rst Sess~on 

The Regronal Commrttee, 

Havlng noted the report of the Reglonal Dlrectorl on the ~uhlcct, 
RESOLVES to hold 11s Forty-first Scsslon In Alcwndrln. the hcatlqua~ters ot thc Rcglonal 

Office for the Eastern hlcd~termnc~n fro111 S,~turd,iq. I Octohcr to Tucsdry, 4 O~toher 1994. 
unless an lnvltatlon 1s rccelved fro111 r hlember State tor hostlng 11, In which cage the Reg~onal 
Dlrector IS requested to hold consultatlonc with ~ h c  Ch.i~r~n,~n of the Fort~cth Scsston 
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DECISIONS 

Decis~on 1. Election of Officers 

The Reg~onal C o m t t e e  elected the follow~ng officers 

Cha~rman H E Dr Al~reza Marandl (Islam~c Republ~c of Iran) 

V~ce-Charmen Dr Khal~fa Ahmed Al-Jaber (Qatar) 
Dr Walld Ammar (Lebanon) 

TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 

Chairman Dr Moncef S~dhom (Tun~s~a) 

Draftlng Committee 
Dr Han~ Owelss (Jordan) 
Mr Mohamed Yetua Ahrned Abol Fotouh (Kuwrut) 
Dr Mohamed Helmy Wahdan (EMRO) 
Mr Hassan Nagu~b Abdallah (EMRO) 

Decision 2 Adoption of the Agenda 

The Rcg~onal C o m t t e e  adopted ~ t s  provisional agenda 

Decision 3: Nomination of a Member State to the Global Programme on AIDS 
Management Committee 

The Reg~onal Comnuttee nom~nated Sudan to serve as a member of thc Global Programme on 
AIDS Management C o m t t e e  for a three-year term from 1 January 1994 to 31 December 1996 

Decision & Nomination of a Member State to the Pollcy and Coordination 
Committee of the Special Programme of Research, Development 
and Research Training In Human Reproduction 

The Regional Committee nominated T u n ~ s ~ a  to serve as a member of the Pol~cy and 
Coordlnat~on Commttee of the Special Programme of Research, Development and Research 
Tralnlng in Human Reproduction for a three-year term from I January 1994 to 3 1 December 1996 

Decis~on 5: Nomlnat~on of a Member State to the Management Advisory 
Committee of the Action Programme on Essential Drugs 

The Reg~onal Comnuttee nom~nated Palustan to the Management Adv~sory Committee of the 
Act~on Programme on Essent~al Drugs to serve for a three- year term from I January 1994 to 
3 1 December 1996 



Decision 6: Closlng of the Sess~on 

The Regonal Comwttee dec~ded to send a telegram to H E the Prcsldcnt of the Arab Rcpubltc 
of E a p t ,  congratulating h ~ m  on the great confidence the Egyptlan people had In hlm, whlch was 
evidenced by thelr renewlng thetr p l c d ~ e  of alleglancc to hlm and clecttng hlnl as President for a 
ih~rd  term of office The Reglonal Conimlttee wtrhcd the Egypttan pcuplc, undcr h19 ~ u d ~ c t o u s  
leadersh~p, continuous progress and prorpcnty 

The Reg~onal Commtttee expressed 11s thanks to the Rcg~onal Dlrcctor and the Sccret~rtat for 
facllttatlng the work of the Commtttee, and requested the Reglonal Director t o d c ~ l  wlih ds report 
In accordance wlth the Rules of Procedure 


