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REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Functions of the Regional Consultative Committee

The Regional Consultative Commuttee (RCC) was first established following a resolution
adopted by the Thirtieth Session of Regional Commuttce 1n 1983 It 1s composed of eight
members, designated by the Regional Director, acting 1n their own personal capacity, that 1s,
they do not represent their governments The terms of reference of the RCC include advising
the Regional Director on policy and strategy 1n the Region for the development of techmcal
cooperation among developing countries (TCDC), preparing the programme budget, reviewing
methods of work of the Regional Commuttee, and any other matters referred to it by the Regional
Director Membership 1s imitially for two years for half of the members, and three years for the
other half The RCC meets once a year, usually in late August/early September!

Seventeenth meeting of the RCC

The seventeenth meeting of the Regional Consultative Cornrmittee was held in the Regional
Office, Alexandnia, Egypt, on 1 and 2 October 1993 The RCC reviewed the follow-up actions
taken on the recommendations of 1ts previous meeting

The topics discussed included

-~ the Ninth General Programme of Work Covering the Peniod 1996-2001,

— the usefulness of visits of senior national officials to the Regional Office,

— World Bank involvement 1n the field of health,

— Cost-sharing 1n health systems,

— Promoting the PHC approach, focusing on catchment areas of health facilities, and
— the use of traditional medicine 1n health care systems

In addition, the Regional Director briefed the Commuttee on the work of the Executive Board
Working Group on the WHO Response to Global Changes, and on an important resolution
(WHAA46 35) of the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly, calling for budgetary reform and a
simplified presentation of the Proposed Programme Budget

The RCC was impressed by the clanty of thought and style of the Ninth General Programme
of Work (9th GPW), the conciseness in the presentation of concepts, and its greater flexibility
and adaptability at all levels, and recommended regional nputs to the 9th GPW document for
consideration by the Regional Commuttee

The action taken by the Regional Office to evaluate the usefulness of the visits of semor
national officials to the Regronal Office assessing the achievement of objectives and the cost-
effectiveness of such meetings was welcomed The RCC’s recommendations included ad hoc
visits to the Regional Office by newly appomted key national officials, allocation of a certamn

1 Should there be a need for the RCC to meet more often, the Regional Dircctor could convene ad hoc meetings



percentage of country funds for activities involving intersectoral collaboration, orgamzation of
workshops and meetings invited to discuss appropriate means of intersectoral coordination, etc

It was recommended that WHO develop gmdelines for Member States on conducting
negotiations with World Bank teams during the formulation of health and other national
development projccts that have health imphications for funding by the Bank Member States
were urged to use WHO as an advisory body duning negotiations concerning these projects for
funding by the Bank

The importance of cost containment and cost-sharing mechanisms tn the future development
of health care delivery was emphasized These mechamisms should be viewed as one of the
means of improving the quality of health services and should take into constderation (a) basic
health care services and their accessibility to all, and (b) appropriate technology 1n line wath the
values and ethics of the regional culture

The RCC recommended the establishment of a regional body to advise on policy choices in
health economucs, conduct by countries, 1n collaboration with WHO, of cost analyses at various
health care levels and development of national mechanisms to sensitize health providers, as well
as the public, to the cost of health care services, promotion of bulk procurement of various
medical supphes at national, sub-regional and regional Icvels, development of national
mechanisms to coordinate the health services provided by various institutions at national level,
and collaboration by Member States with WHO 1n developing national lists of essential
equipment, basic laboratory tests, and other basic health supplies

The RCC supported 1innovative approaches that strengthen PHC and community
development, and recommended that health workers be trained to play a leading role 1n
commumty motivation and mobilization, and catchment areas, whenever considered, be clearly
defined for each facility and appropnate referral systems should be developed and enforced
Furthermore, a good system of keeping records should be developed to control the patient’s
movements, to avoid transfer between vanous catchment areas and by-passing of first levels of
health care

The importance of use of traditional medicine 1n health care systems and the need for a
practical approach Lo use benefits from the existing practices of tracihonal medicine to support
the overall objectives of HFA was emphasized It was recommended, inter alia, that efforts be
made to carry oul situation analyses of the status of traditional medicine 1n the Region and
generate more quantttative data on its actual trends of utilizatton and WHO convene a mecting
of an expert group to discuss various techmcal issucs raised in the RCC discussions



REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE EASTERN
MEDITERRANEAN

Functions of the Regional Committee

The Regional Commutiee (RC) for the Eastern Mediterranean 1s the main goverming body on
pohicy matters for the WHO Eastern Mcditerranean Region It also supervises the activities of
the Regronal Office Its functions include

a) to formulate policies governing matters of an exclusively regional character,

b) to supervise the activities of the Regional Office,

c) to suggest to the Regional Office the convening of technical conferences, and such
additional work or investigation 1n health matters as in the opinion of the Regional
Commuttee, would promote the objectives of the Orgamization within the Region,

d) tocooperate with other WHO regional commuttees and with those of other Umited Nations
specialized agencies and with other regional international orgamzations having interests
1n common with the Organization,

¢) to tender advice—through the Director-General—to the Orgamzation on international
health matters that have wader-than-regional sigmficance,

f) torecommend additional regional appropriatons by the governments of countries n the
Region 1f the proportion of the central budget of the Orgamization allotted 1s insufficient
to carry out regional functions,

g) such other functions as may be delegated to the Regional Commuttee by the World Health
Assembly, the Executive Board or the Director-General The EMR Regional Comruttee
consists of all Member States forming the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region

The Regronal Director 15 the ex-officio Sccretary of the Regional Committee
The Regional Comrmuttee meets annually (first Saturday of October) etther 1n one of the EMR
Member States or in the Regional Office, 1n accordance with the invitation received

Fortieth Session of the RC

The Fortieth Sessron of the Regional Commuittee was held in Alexandna, Egypt, from 210 §
October 1993 The Regional Commuttee elected H E Dr Alireza Marand: (Islamic Republic of
Iran) as 1ts Chairman, and Dr Khalifa Ahmed Al-Jaber (Qatar) and Dr Walid Ammar (Lebanon)
as 1ts Vice-Chairmen For the Techmical Discussions, Dr Moncef Sidhom (Tumsia) was elected
Chairman

Palestine was welcomed as a member 1n the Regional Committec for the Eastern
Mediterranean

The RC considered various topics, including the Ninth General Programme of Work
Covering the Period 1996-2001, progress reports on AIDS, malarnia and WHO-sponsored
research activities 1n the Eastern Mediterranean Region the seventeenth meeting of the Regional
Consultative Commuttee and the Joint Government/WHO Programme Review Missions in 1993



The Techmical Discussions were on the subject of “the Role of Women 1n Support of Health
for AII” and the technical papers were on leishmamasis and abuse of narcotics and psychoactive
drugs

The Fortieth Session of the Regional Commttee adopted 16 resolutions It also agreed on 6
decisions

The following 1s a list of the resolutions and decisions adopted, along with the text



LIST OF RESOLUTIONS

PROGRAMME MATTERS
EM/RC40/R.1  Annual Report of the Regional Director

All the representatives of the Member States commended the Regional Director on lis Report
for 1992 on the Work of WHO in the Eastern Mediterranean Region and sought WHOQ's assistance
and advice on various proposals The resolution urges Member States that are economically more
secure to donate the whole or a part of their country atlocations to support those Member States of
the Region that have greater need

EM/RC40/R.3 Regional Strategy for Health and Environment

The Regional Commuittee adopted the draft strategy drawn up at an intercountry consultation in
Amman 1n June 1993

EM/RC40/R.4 Report of the Executive Board Working Group on the WHO
Response to Global Change

The Regional Director explained in detail the report and the recommendations of the Executive
Board Working Group WHO Response to Global Change The Director-General said that the
activities for the implementation of the recommendations were to be grouped together since they
had common purposes, namely the rationalization of the work of governing bodies and their
subcommuttees or improvement 1n certain managerial aspects of WHQ’s work He provided a
time-frame for fulfilling the recommendations, noting that a number had alrecady been met
Regarding the procedure for selecting the Regional Director, the Regional Commuttee decided,
afler considerable discussion, to continue with the existing practice, and to seek the views of the
Regional Consultative Commuttee on the report

EM/RC40/R5 The Role of Women in Support of Health For All

All those who participated in the discussions were in complete agreement that further traiming
of women was essential 1n order to enhance their potential role 1n support for Health for All in the
famly, community and the society at large

EM/RC40/R.6 Acquired Immunodeficlency Syndrome (AIDS) - Progress Report

The delegates who took part in the discussions on this topic expressed their concern at the
possibility of AIDS becomung a serious threat at a later date, although it was not one at present
They agreed that the number of AIDS cases and HIV mnfections currently reported may not truly
reflect the actual situation, and cautioned agamst any complacency In countnes that face secunity
and refugee problems, there were no data concerming the magnitude of the disease and infection
The Commuttee therefore urged Member States to collect rehable data and, in the absence of any
drugs or vaccines, to continue to provide effective education and information about the infection
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and the disease and to develop integrated control programmes for AIDS and other sexually
transmmutted diseases

EM/RC40/R.7 Leishmaniasis

The present status of leishmamasis was described The use of insecticide-impregnated bednets
was a preferred approach to achieving control of the disease While zoonotic foct were difficult to
control, anthroponotic foct could be brought under control The possibilities of integrating malaria
and leishmamasis control programmes deserved close examination, since the control of
leishmaniasis has frequently been a side-effect of malaria control activities

EM/RCA0/R.8 Poliomyelilis Eradication in the Eastern Mediterranean Region

The Commuttee reiterated 1ts goal of eradication of poliomyelhitis from the Region by the year
2000 and called upon Member States to take appropriate steps necessary to ensure attaiming the
goal, including self-sufficiency 1n vaccine production, surveillance of acute flacuid paralysis, and
ensuring availabifity of resources for strengtheming of national laboratones for diagnosis

EM/RC40/R9  Abuse of Narcotics and Psychoactive Drugs

The techmcal paper provided basic information on the subject and suggested a strategy (o
combat drug abuse based on identified resources It also contained information about international
orgamzations engaged in dealing with the problem

There was consensus that abuse of narcotics and psychoactive dings was becoming a menace
in the Region, and that all cHorts should be make to tackle the problem

EM/RC40/R.10 Malaria Control

Concern was expressed at the current malania situation particulatly in those countries where
no nationwide control programmes exist Instability, insecunity, movement of populations, lack
of resources, high prices of msecticides, development of resistance by vectors and parasites, all
contributed to the present situation Use of mechamical and biological control methods 1s preferred
to chemical methods

EM/RC40/R 11 Report on the Progress of WHO-sponsored Research Actlvities
In the EMR

The Regional Commuttee felt that health systems rescarch required further expansion in all
countries There sheould be closer cooperation between mumistries and universities National
coordinating bodies for research should be established, and strengthened where they already exast

EM/RC40/R 14 Report of the Regional Consultative Committee (Seventeenth
Meeting)

The Regional Committee endorsed the report of the Regional Consultative Commuttee and
requested Member States 10 implement its recommendations One of the recommendations was
for ad hoc wisits ¢ the Regional Otfice by newly appointed key nathional officials (Sce also the
earlier section of this briefing )
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EM/RC40/R 15 Ninth General Programme of Work Covering the Period
1996-2001

The Regional Consultative Committee reviewed the Ninth General Programme of Work
(9th GPW) at its seventeenth meeting 1n September 1993 and was 1mpressed by the clarity of
thought and style of the Programme, the conciseness in the presentation of concepts, and its greater
flexibihty The representatives found the 9th GPW clear and concise, and suggested that the
Executive Board be requested to include more information on resource mobilization

COUNTRY-RELATED MATTERS
EM/RC40/R.2 Membership of Palestine in the Regional Committee

Following a statcment by the Director-General of WHO of the consultations held with Tsrael
on the subject, Palestine was invited as a member i the Regronal Commuttee under Article 47 of
the WHO Constitution

EM/RC40/R 13 Health Conditions of the Arab Population In the Occupied Arab
Territones, Including Palestine

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

EM/RC40/R.12 Report of the Ministenial Committee on Methods of Raising
Extrabudgetary Funds for the Promotion of Health Initiatives in
the Eastern Mediterranean Region.

The creation of an association was proposed by the Ministerial Committee pursuant to
EM/RC39/R 1 to mobilize funds from private and other sources in the support of health
development in the Region, including Member States and EMRO This would be independent
from WHO

EM/RC40/R.16 Place and Date of the Forty-first Session of the Regional
Committee, 1994

The Regional Commuttee decided to hold 1ts Forty-first Session 1n Alexandria, in case no other
invitation 1s recetrved, from 1 to 4 October 1994, tn consultation with the Chairman of the
Committee
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Decision 1
Decision 2
Decision 3

Decision 4

Deciston 5

Decision 6

LIST OF DECISIONS

Election of Officers

Adoption of the Agenda

Nonunation of a Member State to the Global Programme on AIDS Management
Commuttee

Nomunation of a Member State to the Policy and Coordination Commuttee of
the Special Programme of Research, Development and Rescarch Traming in
Human Reproduction

Nomunation of a Member State to the Management Advisory Commuitce of the
Action Programme on Essential Drugs

Closing of the Session
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RESOLUTIONS

EM/RC40/R1  Annual Report of the Regional Director
The Regional Commuitee,

Having reviewed the Annual Report' of the Regional Director, on the work of WHO in the
Eastern Mediterranean Region for the year 1992, and having noted his statement thereon

1 THANKS the Regional Director for his comprehensive report, which reflects the close
cooperation between the Regional Office and the Member States,

2 ADOPTS the Annual Report of the Regional Director,

3 CALLS UPON governments of the Region
3 1 to emphasize the link between health and national economic development,
3 2 to collaborate with the Regronal OfTice in seeking new ways of involving communities 1n
planning and decision-making i respect of local health care services,

3 3 to make use of the potential within communities to provide support, 1n cash or in kind, to
complement government inputs for health care and health-promoting activities,

4 FURTHER CALLS UPON governments of the Region to enhance activities aimed at
controlling communicable diseases,

5 REQUESTS the Regional Director to continue his efforts to provide timely and appropnate
assistance o population groups suffering disruption of normal health care services due to
natural and man-made disasters, and

6 URGES Member States that are economucally more secure to donate the whole or a part of
their country allocations in support of those Member States of the Region that have a greater
need, this bewng considered a health investment that 1s also beneficial to the donor country

EM/RC40/R2 Membership of Palestine in the Regional Committee
The Regional Commutiee,

Recatling sts resolution EM/RC39/R 3, concernmg the membership of Palestine in the Regional
Commuttee of the Eastern Mediterranean,

Bearing 1n mind Article 47 of the WHO Constitution and resolution WHA?2 103,

Having noted the statements of the Regional Director and the Director-General on the results
of the consultations prescribed to in the aforesaid resolution,

WELCOMES Palestine as a member 1in the Regional Commuttee for the Eastern Mediterranean

! Document EM/RC40/2
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EM/RC40/R3 Regronal Strategy for Health and Environment
The Regional Commuttee,

Having reviewed the draft strategy for health and environment, which was prepared dunng the
Regional Consultation held in Amman 1n June 1993,
Recalling the resolutions of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
(“Earth Summut™), held in Rio de Janiero 1n June 1992,
1 ADOPTS the regional strategy for health and environment for the Eastern Mcditerranean,
and
2 URGES Member Statcs to implement the strategy

EM/RC40/R4 Report of the Executive Board Working Group on the WHO
Response to Global Change

The Regional Commuttee,

Recalting resolutions WHA46 16, WHAA46 35, EB92 R2, and EM/RC35/R 2/,

Having noted the report of the Executive Board Working Group on the WHO Response to
Global Change?,

Having constdered the Regional Director’s comments on that report,

Commending efforts to make WHO more responsive to changing needs at the global, regronal
and country levels and to improve dialogue between the various Regional Offices and between
them and headquarters,

Mindful that the Regronal Commuttees adopt their own rules of procedure’,

Mindful also that the first function of a regional commuttee 15 to formulate policies governing
matters of an exclusively regional character’,

Mindful further that the Regional Office shall carry out within the Region the decisions of the
Health Assembly and of the Board®,

Recognizing that the present global health policy must be adapted to match global change,

Believing that any new orgamzational and managenal processes must respect the principles of
decentralization and must strengthen regional offices 1n their abihity to meet the specific needs of
their respective Member States and regions,

I COMMENDS the Executive Board Working Group on 1ts report,
2 AGREES that “Health for All” 15 stuli a vahd and timeless goal,

3 AFFIRMS that the process cstablished in the Eastern Mediterranean Region for nomtnating a
candidate for Regional Director 1s appropriate and should continue Lo be followed, and

! Refers to Regional Consultatis ¢ Commntiee reports the specific recommendations are 1n Section 59, page 10
of EM/RCCS8/2

2 Report of the Executive Board Working Group on the WHO Response to Global Change, EB92/4 of 16 April
1993

' WHO Constitution  Article 49

*WHO Consutution Article 50(a)

* WHO Constitution Article 51
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4 REQUESTS the Regional Director
4 1 to forward the views of the Regional Commuttee on the report of the Executive Board
Working Group to the Exccutive Board,

4 2 to seck the views of the Regronal Consultative Committee on the Repart of the Working
Group,

4 3 to report te the Regional Committee at 1ts Forty-first Session on the WHOQ response to
global change

EM/RC40/R.5 The Role of Women in Support of Health For All
The Regional Comnultee,

Having reviewed the Regional Director’s report on the Role of Women 1n Support of Health
for Al

Noting with great interest the important role that women can play 1n protecting and promoling
the health both of the family and the community,

Noting, with satisfaction, the increasing trend to utilize the potential of women to support Health
for All,

Noting that women still need more concerted action and support to develop their innate
potential to fully undertake their role as agents of change in health and development,

1 URGES Member States

11 to cstablish or strengthen national cornmattees or councils concerned with premoting the
role of women 1n health development,

1 2 to promote health awarcness among women through formal and nen- formal approaches,
utihizing the local education system, the mass media and social marketing,

1 3 10 assign a national focal point in the ministry of health to address 1ssues related to Women,
Health and Development, and

2 REQUESTS the Regional Director

2 1 to exiend technical support to national commuttees or councils for the promotion of the
role of women 1n health and development,

2 2 to establish a Regional Steenng Commttee on Women that would develop a regronal
strategy for advancing the status of women,

2 3 to convene a regional conference on Women and Health
EM/RC4A0/R6  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) - Progress Report

The Regional Commuitee,

Having reviewed the Regional Director’s progress report? on acquired immunodeficiency
syndrome,

! Document EM/RC40/Tech Disc /1
IDocument EM/RC40/11(a)
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Considenng the increasing spread of HIV infection in the Region,
Recognizing the need to intensify efforts to prevent the further spread of AIDS,

1 THANKS the Regional Director for his report and for the efforts made 1n implementing the
carhier resolutions of the Regional Commuttee on AIDS,

2 URGES Member States
21 to ensure a high level of national commitment to AIDS prevention and control and to
provide adequate human and financial resources to implement national AIDS programmes,

2 2 toenlist the active involvement of all national sectors, as well as nongovernmental bodies,
concerned in the fight against AIDS,

2 3 tocollect rehiable data on HIV infection and AIDS, and 1o submut regular reports to WHQ,

24 to conunue o provide effective education and information about HIV infection and AIDS
to the general public, as well as to those at increased nisk of infection,

2 5 to continue to provide adequate care to persons with HIV infection and AIDS, respecting
their human nights and dignity, and avoiding any stigmatszation or discrimination,

2 6 to develop an integrated control programme for AIDS and the other sexually transmutted
diseases,

2 7 to continue to ensure the safety of blood, blood products and tissue or organ donations,

3 REQUESTS the Regional Director

3 1 to continue to ensure the provision of the necessary support to Member States in therr
national AIDS control programmes,

3 2 tonform the Regional Commuttee regularly about the regional and global AIDS situation,
as well as about the progress in the implementation of AIDS control programrmes,

3 3 to enhance cooperation and coordination among the Mcmber States n their efforts to
prevent and control AIDS

EM/RC4A0/R7 Leishmaniasis
The Regional Commuttee,

Having reviewed the Regional Director’s report' on “Leishmamiass”,

Commending the imtiatives and activities undertaken by the Regional Office and some
Member States 1n controlling the disease,

Commending also the tmtiative taken by the Regronal Director to promote and support research
on the epideruology and control of leishmaniass,

1 URGES Member States concerned
1 1 to undertake epidermological assessment of lershmamiasis i their countries,
1 2 to prepare national programmes for the prevention and control of leishmaniasis, using a
mulusectoral approach that involves all national authorities concerned,
13 to encourage and promote commumty mmvelvement 1n preventive and control activities,
particularly at the foc: of leishmamasis,

! Document EM/RC40/7
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14 to ensure contineed availability of diagnostic facilities and drugs 1n areas where
letshmaniasis s endemic, and support the introduction of control measures against vectors
and reservorr hosts,

1 5 tostrengthen and develop the technical capabihities 1n the diagnosis, treatment, prevention
and control of leishmamasts,

2 REQUESTS the Regional Director
21 to continue to support Member States n the planning and implementation of national
programmes for the control of leishmamasis,
2 2 to facilitate and support miercountry cooperation on the control of the disease

EM/RC40/R.8  Poliomyelitis Eradication in the Eastern Mediterranean Region
The Regronal Comnutiee,

Having reviewed the Regional Director’s progress report' on “Poliomyelius Eradication 1n the
Eastern Mediterranean Region”,

Appreciating the progress being made towards the goal of poliomyelitis eradication in the
Region,

Noting with satisfaction that all Member States have set national targets for the eradication of
poliomyelttis by the year 2000,

Being fully aware that the goal of the eradication of poliomyehus from the Region will not be
achieved unless there 15 a continuing acceleration of national immumzation programmes,

1 COMMENDS the Regional Director for the efforts made to achieve the regional goal of
poliomyelitis eradication,

2 ACKNOWLEDGES the Regional Director’s imtiative towards achieving regional self-
sufficiency tn production and quality controf of vaccine,

3 URGES Member States

3 1 to reaffirm their commitment to eradicating poliomyelitts and to make available the staff
and resources necessary to implement their national plans,

3 2 to ensure the availability of sufficient quantities of OPV that meets WHO's quality standard
for both routine and supplementary immumization,

3 3 to give hugh prionity to the surveillance of acute flaceid paralysis as well as the other EPI
diseases,

3 4 to promote effective participation of the different medical seclors and the community 1n
all the activities of the programme,

3 5 toensure the availability of the necessary resources for strengthening national laboratones
for the diagnosis of poliomyehitis,

4 REQUESTS the Regional Director

4 1 to continue his efforts to achieve regional self-sufficiency in vaccine production and
quality control, and to support countries 1n obtaining sufficient quantities of OPV,

! Document EM/RC40/12



4 2 to coordinate with other organizations of the Unmited Nations systecm, intergovernmental
agencies and governmental and non- governmental orgamzations 1o mobihize sufficient
funds to meet all requirements for the eradication of poliomyehtis, in particular, for vaccine
supply,

4 3 to continue to monitor progress by various means,

4 4 (o keep the Regional Comnuttee regularly informed about progress towards eradication of
poliomyehtis from the Region

EM/RC40/R.9 Abuse of Narcotics and Psychoactive Drugs
The Regional Comnmtiee,

Having reviewed the Regional Director’s report' on “Abuse of Narcotics and Psychoactive
Drugs”,

Considening the magnitude of the problem and recogmzing that continued efforts are required
for the prevention and control of this grave health, social and economuc problem 1n the Region,

1 URGES Member States

1 1 to provide the necessary commitment and support to a comprehensive, multisectoral
programme for the prevention and control of drug abuse, using religious, cultural,
educational and other resources for promoting healthy life-styles,

1 2 to establish reliable, up-to-date systems for collecting information about drugs, and to
support upgrading of existing systems,

1 3 toshare among themselves and with WHO information, technical expertise and experience
on different aspects of drug abuse, treatment and rchabihitation,

2 URGES the Regional Director
21 to provide to Member States the necessary technical support to develop regular data-
collection mechamsms, thereby facilitating exchange of information and expenence
among themselves and between them and WHO,
2 2 to strengthen existing reference centres and to support the establishment of new centres 1n
countries where drug abuse 1s a severe problem

EM/RC40/R.10 Malaria Control
The Regional Comnuttee,

Having reviewed the Regional Director’s progress report? on malana control in the Region,

Being concerned by the progressive increase 1n cases of malaria in most of the countries 1n
which 1t 1s endemic and the increasing malaria threat to the Region,

Recogmzing the need to intensify efforts to control malana,

1 REITERATES s earlicr resolution, EM/RC37/R 11, the recommendations of which remain
valid and should be pursued,

! Document EM/RC4(0/8
? Document EM/RC40/3



19

2 URGES Member States
2 1 to support fully the four technical elements of the Global Malania Strategy, namely
- Provision of early diagnosis and prompt treatment,
- Planming and implementation of selective and sustatnable preventive measures,
- Early detecuion, containment and prevention of epidemics,
- Strengthemng of local capacities 1n basic and applhied research,
2 2 to strengthen and develop human resources al all levels,

3 REQUESTS Member States to involve communities and the vanious sectors concemed in the
prevention and control of malaria, and

4 REQUESTS the Regional Durector
4 1 to continue to provide the necessary support to Member States 1n connection with malana
programmes,
4 2 to provide the necessary support to the regional plan for training of national professional
staff necessary for national malana control programmes,
4 3 1o promote and support apphied rescarch, and
4 4 to assist in enhancing cooperation among the Member States

EM/RC40/R.11 REPORT ON THE PROGRESS OF WHO-SPONSORED
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IN THE EMR

The Regwnal Commuitee,

Having reviewed the Regional Director’s report on the progress of WHO-sponsored research
activities 1n the Eastern Mediterranean Region',

Noting that marked progress 1n research for health has taken place in only a few countrics of
the Region,

Being aware of the significance of health systems research 1n attaining the goal of Health for
All,

Considering the muludisciplinary and multisectoral nature of health systems research,

1 URGES Member States

11 to establish and strengthen national coordinating bodies for research,

12 to establish closer cooperation between the mimstries of health and the untversities 1n
health systems research, particularly at the provincial and district levels, and

13 to nomunate focal points for health systems research in those countrics that have not yet
done so, and

2 REQUESTS the Regional Director to continue his support to Member States in the field of
health systems research

! Document EM/RC40/9
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EM/RC40/R.12 Report of the Ministerial Committee on Methods ot Raising
Extrabudgetary Funds for the Promotion of Health Initiatives in
the Eastern Mediterranean Region

The Regronal Commuttee,

Having noted the presentation made by the Regional Director on the recommendations of the
ad hoc commttee estabhished by the Tharty-ninth Session of the Regional Committee pursvant to
resolution EM/RC39/R 1,

Being destrous of making every effort to raise the greatest possible amount of extrabudgetary
funds for the health development projects in the Region,

1 WELCOMES the recommendations of the ad hoc commitiee on methods of raising
extrabudgetary funds for supporting health development projects sponsored by the Regional
Office, especially the establishment of a regional body for health development, and

2 CALLS UPON the Regional Director to continue his efforts to raise extrabudgetary funds and
to cooperale with any imtiative aimed at supporting health development 1n the Region,
including collaboration with the regional body for health development when established

EM/RC40/R.13 Health Conditions of the Arab Population in the Occupied Arab
Territories, Including Palestine

The Regional Commuttee,

Mindful of the basic principle established 1n the WHO Constitution, which affirms that the
health of all peoples 15 fundamental to the attainment of peace and secunty,

Expressing the hope that peace talks among the parties concerned n the Middle East will lead
10 a just and comprehensive peace based on the principles of international legiimacy and, 1n
particular, on the Umited Nations Security Council resolutions 242 and 338,

Taking note of the developments of the peace process i which the parties concerned 1n the
Middle East are involved, and the imminent transfer of authority to the Palesuman people,
including the transfer of the authority for health, which entails untining efforts on the part of the
Palestiman people to reconstruct and rehabilitate the health infrastructure which deteriorated
dunng occupation,

Stressing the urgent need to mobilize an effective international effort to achieve that
reconstruction and rehabilitation, and the importance of the role of the World Health Orgamization
i this respect,

Recognizing the need to provide further health support and assistance to the population of the
occupied Arab temtonies, and to promole cooperation with them,

Appreciating the posittve role already played by the Orgamzation in providing health assistance
to the Palestimian people,

Thanking the Director-General and the Regional Director for their past efforts,

1 REQUESTS the Director-General and the Regional Director

1 1 to provide the technical support needed to factlitate the transfer of the authonty for health
to the Palestiman people 1n the following arcas
(1) denufication of basic health issues facing the Palestiman health authorty,
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(2) restructuring and development of the health system,

(3) support for a comprehensive health survey of the Palestiman people,
(4) development of health legislation,

(5) support for programmes to train health personnel,

1 2 to form a jomnt Palestine/WHO warking group to dey elop the mechanisms needed tor the
implementation of the Palestimian national health plan,

1 3 to support the orgamzation of special workshops on primary health care, and to assist 1n
financing them to enable Palestine to take an active part in implementing the health-for-ail
strategy,

1 4 to take action and make the contacts necessary for obtaining the funds needed to meet the
emergency health needs of the Palestiman people, and

2 CALLS upon all Member States, the orgamzations of the United Nations system, as well as
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, to pravide all necessary financial
support and cooperation

EM/RC40/R.14 REPORT OF THE REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
(Seventeenth Meeting)
The Regional Committee,

Having considered the report of the Seventeenth Meeting of the Regional Consultauve
Commuttee',

1 ENDORSES the report of the Regional Consultattve Comiutiee, taking into account the
comments of the Regional Commuitee,

2 COMMENDS the Regional Consullaive Commuttee tor the advisory support it continues 1o
provide Lo the Region,

3 CALLS UPON Member States to implement the recommendations included in the Regional
Consultaive Comimuttee report whenever feasible,

4 REQUESTS the Regional Director to implement the recommendations that concern the
Regional Office of the Eastern Mediterranean,

5 REQUESTS the Regional Director to continue to put betore the Regional Consultative
Commuttee all important matters intended tor consideration by the Regional Commuttee

EM/RC40/R.15 Ninth General Programme of Work Covering the Period
1996-2001

The Regional Commuitee,

Having reviewed and endorsed the views and recommendations of the Regional Consultative
Commuttee concermng the prehnunary dratt of the Ninth General Programme of Work?,
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COMMENDS the great clanity and conciseness 1n the presentation of concepts,

CALLS FOR more emphasis on the leadership role of WHO in the field of health and 1ts rolc
n connection with cooperation with Umited Nations and other agencies in the field of health at
country level,

BELIEVES that particular weight should be given to the decentrahized functioning of WHO in
providing technrcal cooperation through 1ts Regional Offices,

CONSIDERS that health development as an essential part of overall human development
should be specifically advocated when public policies are formulated,

SUGGESTS that there should be among the forms of cooperation between WHO and
collaborating centres the financmg of *“tied posts’ for those centres 1n return for the loan from
them to the Orgamzation of experts that 1t may need and

REQUESTS the Regional Director to transmit these views and the relevant portions of the
Report of the Seventeenth Meeting of the Regional Consultative Commuttee to the Executive
Board

EM/RC40/R 16 Place and Date of the Forty-first Session

The Regional Comnuttee,

Having noted the report of the Regional Director' on the subject,

RESOLVES 1o hold 1ts Forty-{irst Session in Alexandnia, the headquarters of the Regional
Office for the Eastern Mediterrancan  from Saturday, 1 October 10 Tucsday, 4 October 1994,
unless an ivitation 1s received from a Member State tor hosting i1, in which case the Regional
Director 1s requested to hold consultations with the Chairman of the Forticth Session
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DECISIONS

Decision 1. Election of Officers
The Regronal Commuttee elected the following officers
Chairman HE Dr Alireza Marand1 (Islam:c Repubhic of Iran)

Yice-Chairmen Dr Khalifa Ahmed Al-Jaber (Qatar)
Dr Wahid Ammar {Lebanon)

TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS

Chairman Dr Moncef Sidhom (Tunisia)

Drafting Comnutiee
Dr Ham Oweiss (Jordan)
Mr Mohamed Yehia Ahmed Abol Fotouh (Kuwait)
Dr Mohamed Helmy Wahdan (EMRO)
Mr Hassan Naguib Abdallah (EMRO)

Decision 2 Adoption of the Agenda

The Regional Commuttee adopted 1ts provisional agenda

Decision 3: Nomination of a Member State to the Global Programme on AIDS
Management Committee

The Regional Commuttee nominated Sudan to serve as a member of the Global Programme on
AIDS Management Commuttee for a three-year term from 1 January 1994 to 31 December 1996

Decision 4+ Nomination of a Member State to the Policy and Coordination
Commuttee of the Special Programme of Research, Develgpment
and Research Training in Human Reproduction

The Regional Committee nominated Tunisia to serve as a member of the Policy and
Coordination Commuttee of the Special Programme of Research, Development and Research
Traming 1n Human Reproduction for a three-year term from 1 January 1994 1o 31 December 1996

Decision 5: Nommation of a Member State to the Management Advisory
Committee of the Action Programme on Essential Drugs

The Regional Commuttee nominated Pakistan to the Management Advisory Commuttee of the
Action Programme on Essential Drugs to serve for a three- year term from 1 January 1994 to
31 December 1956
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Decision 6: Closing of the Session

The Regronal Commitee decided to send atelegramto HE the Prestdent of the Arab Republic
of Egypt, congratulating him on the great confidence the Egyptian pcople had in haim, which was
evidenced by their renewing their pledge of allegiance to um and electing thm as President for a
third term of office The Regional Commuttee wished the Egyptian people, under hus judicious
leadership, continuous progress and prosperity

The Regional Commuttee expressed s thanks to the Regronal Director and the Sceretaniat for
facilitating the work of the Commuttee, and requested the Regional Director to deal wath its report
m accordance with the Rules of Procedure



