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D r .  Tarlq A m w  

It has now been generally accepted tha t  Surveillance whether 
actxve or! passlve, 1s an mntegral part of an erahcat lon programme 
whkch not only serves as a h@ly sensltlve method of evaluation 
of the resul ts  of resldual spraymg but 1s m l t s e l f  contributing 
towards the goa l  of rnalarla erad~catlon by means of radleal treatment 
o f  a3.l detected cases. When ~t IS repiembered tk&, only a system 
of Ac t~ve  SWveZllance can posslbly glve the f l na l  verdlct whether 
an area can be declared f ree  of na lana ,  i t s  mportance becomes at 
once apparent. 

Su r~e luance  In  I raq  was star ted d w g  the second year o f  
the attack phase, i.e6 8 .  Actlve surve~llanoe was put 
into operatxon in 8 lrwas coverlng a populatlon of 1,598,SZi. 
living rn 4,060 villages. In additicn t o  th l s  a system of 
perxodical blood survey was carrled out In l@$ of the populatlon 
of 2 llwas (Baghdad and Ramadi)  which have been t rad ibana l ly  
prac txcaly  mala r~a  free. In  the 8 llwas s;uve~Qance teams 
cqnq~stintng o f  t-m survexllance agents per team star ted to  workr 
eath team coverxng a popuiation of appmxunately 23,000 per man%. 
59 sp+ .<ems 4U8 surveiUance agents) each wxth 1 % ~  ow 'crawport 
were = w a ~ k Y r g ? ~ f @ g  the whoJ,e of 1958 and the grea* ~ r t  of 1s9. 
mese titurlra1iance agents were glven t rauung  I n  ~e $&chxuque of 
W o d  sllde taklfig, flUing'in properly the forms pronded and 
b i e t~ ibu t l on  of drilgs. ' The drugs used were ma- ~(abrme, , 
Daraprm and Pkluclrme. I k  branch laboratones were opened f o r  
the e@.matZoa bi' blood smears manned by 67 rmc rc scop~&~ -_!these 
&a4eop&- &$mi? tramed a t  the Ihstxtute of E n d m c  ~is&s by 
o w  @a%@@ -$&&um. The' resul ts  fo r  1958 and JanGq t p  ?%dy 1959 
am. w a g a ~ b c t  W o w .  



No, of s l ldes No. P, P. P.V & P.f' 
tnken - poKtive VL%X ~ & c r f ; m  --- -- - ( r w c )  -- 

1958 161,931 1& 20 90 
1959 99r 333 30 30 ,.. Jan. L 

July. 

In addxt410n to Actlvc s1~rrre7ilance, blood smears sent t o  
us fmn hosprtals and dlspensar~es were e m e d  m our laboratorrus 
Further, e>5ra-r0u%~e surveys were carrled out b~ mpbne teams. 
B a'dcktron we had pre ard post-operative m6Lanomctr~c surveys 
&rug 1958* The resul ts  of these extm s ources of evaluation 
are s w i r l z e d  here. 

No. of slides No, - -- P c R e  - - - P,V, Mixed Unclassifxcd 
taken- p o s ~  jrve 

Transport 

In most a-eas Dodge Power Wagons are used fo r  transport. In  
some arcas smiles are hlred whnlnlle m some other areas m the south 
boats have to  be used, 

However, for  reasons stated below, tl-11~ s y s h  did not work 
qurte well up to our expectations therefore so= rearganizatlon 
was called for ,  

1, The smrellllance agcnts were not able to cvver the 
p l m e d  number of populat~on every rimma 

2, Because of the lack of supemisLon, sunredLance work 
suffered 

3, There were frequent breakdown of cars, 

Thus most of the areas were covered d y  once sn two or  
three months znstcad of once a molith, 

purmg the l a t t e r  p u t  of thls ycnc, however the system 
has been unproved ccnslderabiy. The teams have been reorganxzec?., 
Each team now has a team leader- and Wree surve-ce agen*, 
The team Leader's fWck.or 3s s o  supgvLse the s x e v e m c e  agenk 
and dxs t r~bu te  the l r  work according to  a planned &t,ineraspC 
There are 110 ~ c m  now workwg.m 12 of the 14 l lwns  of Iraq* 
The two l ~ w a s  of Bagttdad and Pam& are s61ll under a 1C$ period;Lc& 
sample survey but  m 1960 thcac a e a s  are a)so lntended t o  be 
b ~ o u & t  under survelllawe, - Qur p rog rme  now employs 326 
s u r v e r l l m g ~  agents and 3.77 m c ~ o s c o p ~ s t s .  Three o r  mom 
tearns 'me  supcrvlscd by an ~nspector  &a ss di rea t ly  respsnsziile 
t o  the head of, t h e  bran&- , A mnual f i a j  been prepared f o r  the 
use of the surve~llnncc personnel. The drqgs nooj being used 
are Chloroqume and Darapnm for  susp~cted  cases (persons with 
fever o r  recent h ~ s t o l y  o f  fever) and posltrve cases recervo 
radical treatment ~ath Canocpm a d  Prmaqumc, It is naw too 
early t o  assess the results of th l s  system. 



'di? h' vc! not gun,, 3 cry f n r  in crzanlzlng .> syst, -m ccf paoslirc 
d?,tc,c-clon ~f CL sas. iioxever , -it, ,re re( ~ v m g  In  J 11 laborato:-x~\ 
a umber of s l ldcs tzkcn m thz  \ u s p ~ t z l z  ~211. dzspensarlus-from 
susp~ctcd  rn<~l.larl,- c-ses fo r  oxamr?ihon qrd rcpurt. Vc: hope t o  
cxpanil this rystcm durxnp the ncxt yczz. It does not q ~ p e a ~  
.Cdda131~ ~1 iiaq- LU v,,g-n,,, d s,s c-i;, 0: \'c~untary ColJ.dborators 
from vlLlago h=,*~n, t ~ z c h e r s  ttc., as has bcen done m some 
Lztm Amencan countries. I thmlr  thxs dlff r a J t y  1s common t o  
a l l  countrlcs i n  this regLon. 

There have been many mff lcc l txes  m the nay of smooth working 
of survoillanco. Tho mam problem has bcen lack of supervlslon by 
traxned personnel. Thls defect, ~t 1.7 hoped, m l l  be corrected t o  
a large cxtent by the prcsent rebrgmeed system of surveillcmcc, 
Transport has always been a bottle-n,ck and %here -is dxff~cul ty  m 
f i n d u g  good n i~charcs .  Publlc r c l a t ~ o n s  have so f a r  been good 
and there have been no r c f u s ~ s  on the prt ol" v m a g e r s  to the 
t a b g  :,f blood s l ides  provzdcd drugs are  mven. tilth regard t o  
thc laboratones ihe s t a m g  techniquis nccd some miprovement and 
zdaquate s~lpervlszon of the l ~ ~ b o r c t o r i e s  1s rccexvlng our atteintlon. 


