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NOMADISM IN ETHIOPIA
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The object of this paper is to present a picture of nomadism in

Ethiopia ard 1ts relataon 4o the malaria problem of the country.

As nomadism 1s connected in the main with pastobal life, a descraption
is gaven of the people living this type of life withan the country.

The Coun’c.ry and its Physical Environment

Ethiopia 18 a vast and rugged country with tremendous variations in
topograthy. The central highlands extend from the north to the south of the
country, from the Red Sea coast to Lake Rudolf, The.altitude of the plateau
area, which lies mostly bewwsen 2100 -~ 3000 m., covers a major part of the
country. The plateau 1tself 18 not uniform but is broken by tremendous gorges
and valleys. The perspective in the northern part of the country is one of
mountain masses with barren peaks exceeding 3000 m., of extraordinary config-
urations, with flat topped conical peaks abruptly interrupted by deep gorges
and plains through which flow great and small rivers,

In the northern part of the plateau, the ancient, historical and
independent Kingdom of Abyssimia exaisted 2000 years ago and embraced parts of
the present provinces of Eritrea, Tigre, Gojjam, Shoa and Begemdir., In the
west of the country, the plateau drops and the rivers Takazze, Omo and Abai
(Blue Nile) and others flow towards the west and south~west to neighbouring
countries. In the north-east the plateau falls abruptly to the arid Danakil
plain and to the Red Sea, The highlands of Ethicpia, due to the high albtitude,
senjoy a temperate climate, but experience heavy rains during the months of June
to Septermber.
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The country i1s divided an two by ths Rift Valley whach extends from
Tanganyika to the Red Sea. Along the floor of the Rift Valley are
numerous lakcs, Abaye, Shala, Langano, Zwai, etc. and part of the river
Awash. To the east and south of the Rift Valley loom the central massif
of Arussi and the mountaiw of Harrar Provaince., The mountdin ranges
drop slowly towards the Ogaden and Somalia, In the lowlands in the cast
and west of Ethiopia, where the platean terminates, the climate is both
hot and oppressive,

The Poeple

The ‘w1ge topographical variations in the land with its huge movntainous
areas and deep gorges form numerous natural barriers. It 1s remarkable
how the people of the country achieved and meintained their unaty throughout
the centuries an spite of such a hogtile environment.

Or1ginally the people livaing in the haghladds wera of Hamitic or
Cushitic stock and included the Somall- and-Danakil peoples and the tribes
of the Nubian desert to the north-west. In very early historic times,

Arzb tribes from Southern Arabia occupied the northern part of the platcau
and mixed with the indigenous izhebaitants. Wuth them they brought theur
culturc from their land of origin, their Semitic language, and a wraitten
alphabet which, though 1t has undergone changes, is still the written script
of the country.

Thede highland peoples after their fusion with the southern Arabian
traibes had the custom of building thoir valiages on elevated points on the
plateau. They were good agriculturists and ¥new the use of the plough.
They were also conversant with irrigation methods as practised in southern
Arab:l.aq

In thc southwest, the infiltration of Nilotie¢ tribes modified the
raciLal type and the language of that part of the country.

The prosont day inhabitants of Ethiopla crc made up of the following
peoples. The Amharas who irhabit the central highlands are the dominant
tribe in Ethiopia. The Falashes who live on-the north-western edge of the
plateau belong to the same stock as the Amharas but follow the Judaac
religion, probably as a result of contacts with Arabian states before
Moslem and Christian tuimes. ‘The Galla who are of Hamitic origin appeared
in Ethiopia as invaders in the 16th century ~ some authorities believe that
the Galla migrations commenced from Somalia from the 12th century
(G, Huntingford). The Galla nake' up a large clement in modern Ethiopia and
are the predominant people in the south and west., (Scc Maps 1 and 2).

In Shoa and Wallo provinces they have become assimilated with the Amharas

to such an extent that 1t is difficult to classify thom in any one group.

In thé lowlands and deserte to the east arc found the Somali and Danakil

(Afar) who are of Hamitic origin, In the 7th and 8th centuries they

embraccd the Moslem faith, They are almost exclusively nomads or semi~nomads.
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Other peoples oi uncertaxrn oriai. also avhabat perts of Ethiopi-n,
In tho west the "Stankallas" arc Niloties or of negroid origin,  Pockeus
of negroad tribes ar: found alcig th: rivers mmong the Somolis 1a the cast,
Guraghcs, vhse  orymn 1s asseurc, arc Irt Chryactiue ane oort Moslem
and inhabat the country south of Addn lLoebr, wad arc employed as memal
workers in thc copxuial,

De Castro ceglamated in 1936 tn v the properticn of the vurious ethnic
groups 1n the country was s follows:

Arharas 32.6%
Galln h2. %
Sidama 10.1%
Somali 6.1%
Hilctics and othors 6.6%
Afar (Danakil) 2.0%

100.0%

The totel population of the cowntry i1s cstimated at 17.4 millions
(I E G estamates 1957).

The foregoing outlinc of the differunt groups living in the country
gives a picture of the MY dafferent patterns of lifc to be found, Each
race has 1ts main culturcl fcatures, 1ts own social orgamization and tribal
structure and i1ts own cconcry. The Gallas, Somalis and Danakils are
however the main ethmic groups 1avolved i Ethagroa an nownadaso,

The Galla - Main ‘Economlcal Fecotures,

The Galla are fundamentelly a prstorel  people and romoin so to this
time 1n the southorn lowlands of Arussi and the Boran. The eastern Gall.
tribeos practisc agriculture alongside cavtle raising, forming an intcermedaary
between the sedentary Ethioplans of the highlands and the wanderang trioces
in the castern desertg,n Mony Gellas own very largc herds.of catilc and
in Arvssi some posscss morc thaa 3,000 heac of cattle, With thc cxcgption
of some egteblished villsges, they live mainly in scottered dwellings, a3
do the Bulk of rural¢w.llirs, and the wraveller may gain the 1mpression
that the sountry is descrtoed which is for from being the case, Bosides
cattle, the Gells possess large numbers of horses, cspecially in Arussi. In
historic timcs the Galla were known as a "uation of horgement.  QOther sbock
rearcd are shcep, goats, donkeys and miloes,.

In view of the largce mmbers cof lavestock kept, therc evolved the
perarodic movement from the permanent hobibtations an scerech of good pasturc
land for the animzls, In the Awash velley where the WHO Pilot Project is
establashed 2t has been observed that considerable mambers of dwellings
arc descrted during thoe reany scascn. The irhabaitants wath their cotile
move up tg 50 to 100 kilometres to nowly formed swampy arcas or 4o othor
arcas wherc grazing i1s morc abundant. They scitle under rudely constructed
nuts made of sbakes and covered with straw or grass for poriods of two to
three months and return in Ootober ard November after the roans to thoir
permancnt habitations,
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Agrieulture

The cormon crops arc curcols and logumes and often pototo s, onions,
coffec, sugtr cane, cobien, _.rlic, popocr cud citrons arc grown.
Aromatic . lant. arc grogm in the west.

The nawn fouds ere meot, ralk znd ceiceds. Thoe diot 18 well varwod
with other cairy producls and condimentsj vegetables end fruat ar. not very
common however,

Housing

The Galle tukul, or round hut, which s the main form of dwellaing,
consists of the follewing types. A circular hut with an acute-angled
comicel roof and a verandeh, or with eavas and without verandsh, A
circular tukul with an obtuse angled roof with or without a vorandah., Thas
18 a large tukiul and has a less steep roof pitch, It often has =n inner
concentric wall consisting of upright poles, and betweon the two walls
thore 1s a eireular narrow space 0.70 to 1.0 m. in depth (Shoa). Thare is
a more carcfully ponstructed typd with an average diamcter of 5 m, with a
centre post of a height of § to 6 me (Juma), A third type has walls and
a roof on the samic plan but with a straight or curved roof,

The cireular walls arc constructed of thin poles stuck in the ground
and tied with horizontcl cross brexnche .° Tho wicle io plastescd goth 1ol
or cow dung, but in many cascs is left unplastered. Wath such typcs of
gurizees condisting oL poles and branches 3t is diffacult to check the
cifeetaveness of insecticides with bicassay tests,

Religion and Pilsramage,

A proportion of the Gulla arc Christians, others fosluns .nd an cver
deereasing numbor arc pagaans. In view of this voriety of balacfs, there is
a considerable diversity of weligious ritcs nerformed, There arv a nuwnb.r
of sacrcd sitcs un the arces inhabited by Gallag whaich arc subject to
pilgrimages. On Mount Zuquala, 30 kilometres south of Addis Abeba, there
1s a holy plaec sacred to a pagan saint, With the adoption of Christromity
the cult hes dovasted towards tho Chraistin church and an annual pilgrimapge 18
made cach Qetcbor bo the spot, The pirlgrimoge coincides with the malorxo
trangmission scason, ond though the sitc on the mountein is not malarious,
the surrounding approaches arc subject to scrious malzria epidomics.

There arc many sacred places in Shoa and in the wostern provinces, bub
the pilgrimeages connceted with thom arce of a local character.

Two sacrcd contres, which are of importance and whaich ottract
pilegrims from remote arcas, arc the holy sites of Abba Muda and the tomb
of Shoikh Huseain. The tormb of Sheikh Huscan is situated ain the scuthern
part of the cowmtry, some 90 kalomebres north of Magalo neor the Webe Shebola
river, It 15 o relagious centrc which grew up before the development
of Harrar as o gcat of religion., The tomb of Sheikh Husain is in Arussi
and bordurs on Ogadcon on the trode routce from the coast tc the anterior of
Ethiopia, Tt 15 rcckoned that scveral thousands of pilgrims vasit thoesc
religious eentres, mainly on foot, cach year (Map 3).
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The Somelr - THo Roscion and Population

The Scmwla amhibit the born of Afraca and arc coat.ined teo the
wost and south sy Lthiopio and Kenya, and to the cast by the Indian Occan.
In the north they ncighbour with the Danakil tribes, on the south with thc

Wardia Galla, and on the wust by the daffercnt tribes of Hhe Hthiopianas.
platoau,

Politacally the Somala people are rosidents of French Somaliland,
Bratish Somaliland, the U.N, Trustoc Terraitory of Somalia, and of south-
castcrn Ethiopira.

The elimabe an geacral is hot and dry cspecrally in French Somaliland,
but 15 moru tomperate an those dastricts exitending on the Ethioplan plateau
and 2long the rivers Webe Shebelli and Jubc whach extend inte Somalia (Sec
Map 1).

The Somaliy are meanly a nomadic and pastorzl people of Isiamic faith.
Animel husbenory forms the besis of their economy. In thc north, arable
land s very restricted and permanent cultivation in these barrcn ereas is
impossible, Camcls form the bulk of the lavestock though in the scuth
camcls arc to a degree replaced by cattle and cultivation is practised along
the rivers. Tho Somali population i1s cstamated as follows:

French Somaliland (Deachomps) 25,000
Braitish Someliland (Hunt) 640,000
Tthiopicn Provinces 350,000
Somalia (Italian Sourccs) 1,436,706 %

The Somali have a vast system of segmcnted groups. In dresScmali
gsogricty the speaal relation 1s expresscd gencologreally. The tri:;c?']h
highly scgmented group with ibs own tradations, nmamc and tribal charactcr-
istacs and tribal territory., The prancipal Somcla tribes cre thoe Darod,
the Ishak, the Dir, the Pre-Hawiya end the Hawaiya, the Sab and tho
Rehamwoin (See Map 3):  All these tribes arc nomads exoept the Sab in the
gouth who arc sedentery. In the Ogaden there arc a number of scttled
negroid greups who are osteblishod pormanently along the rivers,

Main Eeonomig Featuros

'

Iovestock 15 the besis of the Somali economy, even among thaesc who
are scdentary. They depond on milk ond doiry products from camels,
cattle, sheep and gocots, for their dict and sustenanco. In thce north the
camel 15 of. the most importancc. In addition to its being a beast of
burden, i1t is ablc to toleratc the dry, hersh, enviromment and the lack
of water, Agriculture i1s prectiscd 1a the southy an imporirnt feature
of the Somall cconomy 1s the production of spices,

s This figurc includes the Bantu population, The ~ubochtonous
populaticn 15 estimated at 1,275,58L.
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Iyges of Dwolling

Thore are two main typos of housing, The farst s uscd by the
nomads ‘and 15 a movable reund hub of pumplc construction gonsisting of 2
frahework of branches bounu toppthor end covercd by a compactly woven
water-ticht straw natting, The sntorior height vorics between 1,50 ond
2,50 m. It 1z edllapsible and cosily transported on the back of = camsl.

The seccnd 18 the more pemencnt hut of the semi-nomadic cultaveotor
laivang aleong the mvers. It 15 =& circular hut, rother more reund than
conical, The walls arc formed of upright branches bound tachtly
togather. The roxf is also cunstructoed of branches and is reinfoteced on
the insido by e wooden disc, The docr is about 1.0 m. 1n height and
the total height of the hut 1s from 1,80 to 3.0 m, The walls arc usually
plastcred with mud or dung.

Naomadism,

The Somalir tribes are based arcund a number of home wells. During
the dry scasoh the triboes *concentrate around the home wells and water
points which they share with friendly tribes. After thc big or heavy
rains from end of March to oend of May, they magrate to hew pasturcs.

The mexamum extension of this movement corresponds usually over the whole
tribal grazing arca. As a rulc cach tribc has 1ts own grazing area
defined by the position of the homc wdlls or watoriag poinds, the movemente
of neighbowrang tribos, and the natural barricrs. The trabes often trovel
long ¢istances from theoir basc. Hunt cnumerates the causcs and factors
affecting the time and the oxtent of the movament in the following order:

l. Good Grazing, ~-Dependant on the scasonal rainfall,
2. Water. =~ Dependant on tho scasonal raanfall,
3,  Salt~grazang or Wlicks, - Regularly poricdac.

. Transport, availability of ~ Porsonsl.

burden~camcls.

5. Tumpcraturc. ~ Scasonal.

6., Intcr-~tribal war. - Varicble.

7. Notural barricrs o migration. = Permanont.

8. Stock-discascs, ~ Irrogular,

9, Human daiscascs. - Irreguler,
10, Administrativce darection. - Irrecgular.

At the onset of the main rainy scason in April and May (occasicnally
from March ~ thc Gu rains), the tribesmon mcve off in search of the best
pastureland, When thoy find good grecn grazing, they dig pits in whach
18 collected reain water. If the rains arce sufficiently extensive thoy
may be ablc to rcmain in the Haud through the dry scason up to August.and
September. In & good ycar they may be able to remain even to Novembor
or Dceember.  In goneral however, when the rain pools in the Haud dry up,
the tribosmen arc compelled to roturn back to their home wells.
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The congtruction of coment wa% ¢ tonks an rucend txucs alovg the
bord.rs ¢l the Troteetereoe nd Dlbieone cupply o seurce of walor Lo
tribesuen Jurie. the ary sorera, L1 othes . we r ocollactions fLvour
mosqarto breedg cnd moy constitutc a magor health problom,

L]

It appears thet the arjor part of thess mevuments arc betweon
Bratash Scmalilnd and Ethao~ie in the so~called M"rosorved grazing arcash
of the Houd (8Scc Map 3). Mosy of,the nomadic population come from the
Protectorate to the Haud., After the 1954 acrecacnt bebween the
Imperial Ethiopran Governmont ond the Government of the Protectoreotc,
thesc movements have beeawell controllod and inter~tribal quarrcls and
fights keopt to a minimum.

The Daqakils

The Danakalds inhobic the country betwcen the Dircdawe - Djibouta
railwoy 1n the south ano the Buri peninsule an Eratrca cn the Red Sco
(Sce Map 3). The country 18 very erad and consasts largely of descrt,
galt lckes and lava outcrops. The only fortale arcas are along the .
river Awash ond around Lokoe aussn. The Dannlal arc very closely rclated
to the Scmali and the Saho and their Lloo nage s rreocbiecdly wie. siced,
Tho Sche traibes cecupy an arca to the nurth-west of the Danakil. The
mejority inhabit Eritrca and cre moinly living a pastoral life, The
cstamated population 1s 48,000, (Rocus znd Trabes of Bratrez, J9L3).
The Danakil of Ethioria arc estamoted to have o populaticn of 88,000 -
(Nadel, Triminghcm). They are manly Moslea by religion and aro almost
cxelusively pastorel an ccconomy.  The Danakil traibal wnit s smller
thoa that of the Somadi.  They poss.oss lery. herds of ccmels, shoop and
goats. They maoke scesonal periviac movements, dependiag on the reinfall,
in scarch of graging for thoir live stock.

Tho Effcet of Numocaswn

Tho pnomed problum s most suraicus along the borders of the
Somalilend Protectorate cnd thoe northorn rorder rogions of Someli~ and
in the south-castern arcos of Ethropie.

The faect that o constnt nwber of unknown malaric ¢OTTICTS Cross
the barders over a dist.nce of morce than 750 kilomctros, tostifies to
the sericusncss of the problem,

The number of population perticipating in those movoments cannct be
defined oxaetly as 1t 18 dependant on o number of factors, some of which
have becn enumerated in this papor. However, it is certain that many
tens of thousands cre invoelved,
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During & rucent short swvey alony the Somclaland Frotoctorate
border, the wiitcr fcermed the opanion that -the preblom will reguince
carcful planiing cn an wnb.rraticnsl bosis with the participation of all
partics conccrned.  Larviciding 1a conjunction with antimelaria drupe
mght play : preponderant rcle.

Conclugion

Nomadism 1s lergely coinsctod with pastorsl 1ifc in Bthiopra, JAlthough
sonc prlgramoges arc obscrved withan the country, the moin problem 1s
releted to the lerge movameats of stock broecders, The pastorcl Galla
tribes arc scmi~nomadiec, but renl nomadism 18 observed amenz tho Danakils
and espcclolly cmeng the Somalis it the casvernpact of the country..

& maleras orcarc. tion progremme ancludang the areas occupicd by’
these peoples weuld heve to be eorefully plemmed on an internctional basis,

Surmary

A bricf description of the country is given, The pecple have been
described with specicd cmphesis on the moan fecturcs of lafe among the
pastorzl Galla, the Damakils md Someli noacds.  Of thesc nomedic peoples
the probiem appeors more scrious among the Somalis, as thoir movements,
take place between thp ncaighbouring countrics of Ethiopira, British Bomaliland
and Somalia,

& country-wide anti-wdlnre progromac would have té give serious
congsideratien to this facts

Acknowledgenonts

The writer waishes te oxpress his .retatude o Dr. J.M.Sirc;.r, WHO
malarrologlst, ond to Mr. ¥. A, Chrastel, WHO Sanitarion, who accompanicd
him on a survey to the eastern ports of the country ond essistod ham
in the collection of pertinent informetion on the subject of romodism.



EM/ME-Toch.2 /L2

Pase 9

REFERENCES

L. Pooples of the Horn of Africe, Somali, Af. ¢ =nd Scho by I.M. Lewis.
International Africon Instaitute - London ~ 1955,

2+ The Galla of Efhiopiz -~ The Kincdows of Kofo and Jangero
by GJi.B. Intornetionsl African Institute - London - 1955,

3. A General Survey of tho Somaliland Protectorate, 194 - 1950,
by A. J, Hund, ITondon: Crown Ajents for the Colonies-~ 1951,

L, A History of Ethiopia.
by AH.M, Jones ond Elizaboth Monroe, — Oxford University Press -
London ~ Thaird amprossion - 1955,

5+ Travels an Ethiopaa,
by Davad Buxton. London - Erncst Been Ltd. - Sccond Edation, 1957.

6. Descrt and Forest.
by L.M. Nesbitt. TLondon - 193L.

7. The Year-book and Guade to Hast Afraca
Bdited by 4. Gordon-Brown - Robert Hale Litd., London - 1956.

8. Implacations of the Meccca Pilyrimaj;c for a Regicnal Maloria
Eradication Programec -~ by M, A, Farad, Dr. P.H,, Malaria Adviscr
Bullotin of the World Health Organization - Geneve - 1956.

9, The Somaliland Probliem.
by Sylvia Pankhurst. Article published in Ethiopia Obscrver No.l
December 1956,

10, Controversics on the Horn of Africa.
by Richord K.P. Pankhurst., aArvacle published in Ethiopia Observer,
No,1, Dccerber 1956,

11, Somalia - The Status of thc antamaleris Control Programme and the
Plan »f thoe Puturc Lcetion.
by Dr. Maoric Maffi, Mogadisciq., Irom the Regional Teehnical Meetings
of Malaria Eradicoticin. Szshdad - Deceabor 1957.

12, Investipotions in Northern Somalis — WHO Mal/Inform/L9 -~ September 1959,

13, Saxth Report of the xpert Commivtec on Malaria.
WHO Techmical Report Scracs No,l23. Geneve - 1957.

1. Informations sur le programme de lutte antipaludique ocn cote francoise
des Somalis, WHO/M2l/163.16 - Ma1 1956.

15, Inter-Regaicnal Coufcorence coa lipleria ior the Eastern Medaberraneon and
Furopcan Regions - WHO/Mal/l79 - Junc 1956,

16, Seventh Report of the Expert Committec on Malariz -
WHO Technical Report Scrics No.lé2 - Genova 1959,



W8 Gazza-
Lanws jfexciop)
Taa 54{’44@‘!

24
ALLA 1
GALLA LAND Ity ;R}LAT!A?N o ETHIOP1A
I = Boaundarie {1gss)
- " ! 4 goo mi!“
° [y

MAP 2

MALARIA PHOT PROJ . NALARETH . , moy  QE 4




N

IBAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE
OMALI, DANAKIL AND

SAIIO

Scale A\M 000.000

—— ¢ A S G FR.

fnternational Boundary
Lirut of Wet Grazing arcg T A T TE ¥

Danakil M Sako E”E..l_.g

Tribal movements

Nelotes
mj.) y A R —_— r.MW-\
= —=
— - FRENCH .
LX D Ny K
A . K
DANAKI Xmo?;... _wrsnr L < b«., -
7 = . Cavsi ; .
. — . Zeda . %ﬂruw. )
k / Erﬁown?.@ﬁ -
e 2’.\,& Fuﬂ An Y
V\ - \. .\\. 4
L4 u ’ ,.MFN . Qha\wtl
y .2 2
£naavo
T m.o .151 _ e £
! s * ) e sman
%
s H ol mManMUDp
> _ LBenderBeila
Addis A N )
Ababa S o
.-Sm.m_nv -\ B
oHANTA \. <
il \.Z.:p MAHMUD
waphk' ' . .
~., 4
.lllro - pau— o -~ m:
T oDangot %
- /¢
“amag Man MVD




RE . A"
N m\\mm_wx.»l;.w\;m ~
’

) /H\ R—l ”
Mnna. s(..:;bi .n.\.». ...:::._.\.i..
apredare ~ \ .
o ’
. -‘.wgg : ..T \ -
ma%.a. .3 z.m_.. iy A , IPUN ﬁ.h:bx
(R R
.ﬁ -\ Q\‘ \ﬂ
_sf;:u\a 4, W N 7
1y s r f
L & .
Nafg  smm \ ' \ %......
OMNMQQ wERI ; h‘ﬁ. R
%, -
: \ 7y X Obbia
2 . "t
P A
L 2, WABR GLUIR AIR
O T Gl
® .,w... - . +Hafardera
&~ PRIl ¢ oPoi::
v 4 ABGAI
EH..ErW -q_, wa&mta,::::b
. Bulc Surty
S
.(ao
N oS!
- . LR \4 N
d » ﬁ.oAA. 9?
" HARIEN G ‘ GZm o
L e L 7
- ! e e ',
_ - HELA.L RO .. r
. TR\ R I
_ R\ N\ .
N ~ p - t
[ e \c-.n.n.
— &a«% HERA B \ oV A Mogadshuy
- v - JypoV ‘(47
- - Q - « &
: | N
\ % ~ = A\ Wy ) ~v. \ Sy N
0 ) hrall % 3 - i ‘-
& - -t ’ ¢ * Arava
4 { T
A * .
< of N - ~ .
y [V (R e e
, Ay ) ~ & 2T
~ A N - he ®
,(rr\/ nN _. ) - f
R ~ . - o..A N K Smayu
v
T, T‘ )
a -
ﬁ...__t&.c \J .
‘ﬂ i~



