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I N  DIARRHOEAL DISEASES 



I n t r o d u c t l o n  

Regional a c t l v l t l e s  I n  d i a r rhoea1  d l s ea se s  c o n t r o l  expanded cons lderab ly  

du r ing  t h e  l a s t  two yea r s  The combined h e a l t h  s e r v i c e / r e s e a r c h  approach 

adopted by t h e  p r o g r a w e  i s  considered t o  be t h e  most a p p r o p r i a t e  approach 

t o  ach ieve  t h e  r e g l o n a l  objective of reduc lng  m o r t a l i t y  and morbidi ty  from 

d l a r r h o e a l  d l s e a s e s  

Po l i cy  situation 

Regional e f f o r t s  have been concent ra ted  on formula t ion  and implementation 

o f  n a t i o n a l  Diarrhoea1 Diseasese  Control  (CDD) programmes, a s  w e l l  a s  on 

t r a i n i n g  and a p p l i e d  r e sea rch .  Guided by t h e  reconrmendatlons of t h e  Technica l  

Advrsory Group o f  t h e  CDD Programme and t h e  meetrng of t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  

i t  has been agreed  t h a t  h e a l t h  s e r v l c e  (ope ra t i ona l )  r e s e a r c h ,  f i n a n c i a l l y  

suppor ted  by WHO, should a s  much a s  p o s s l b l e  be c l o s e l y  l l n k e d  wrth n a t i o n a l  

CDD programmes. The r e sea rch  should address  t h e  problems encountered i n  t h e  

p lanning  f o r  o r  i n  t h e  implementation o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  progranimes 

To t h i s  e f f e c t  an  e f f o r t  is be ing  made a t  t h e  t ime o f  d r a f t l n g  n a t i o n a l  

CDD programmes t o  i d e n t i f y  p r i o r i t y  a r e a s  f o r  r e sea rch  whlch a r e  taken i n t o  

consideration when reviewing proposa l s  f o r  f l n a n c l a l  suppor t .  

Also an  a t t emp t  is be ing  made t o  ensure  t h a t  t h e  principal investigators 

(mostly from universities), who submlt p roposa l s  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  n a t l o n a l  CDD 

programme p r i o r i t i e s ,  a ch i eve  a  l l nkage  between t h e i r  p roposa l s  end t h e  n a t i o n a l  

CDD programme. 

One o f  t h e  approaches  adopted I n  t h i s  d i r e c t l o n  was t o  convene n a t i o n a l  

meetlngs between n a t i o n a l  CDD s t a f f  and p o t e n t i a l  na t l o n a l  r e sea rch  workers.  

Two such meetings were h e l d  one I n  Egypt and t h e  o t h e r  I n  Pakis tan .  Durlng 

t h e s e  meetings o p e r a t i o n a l  r e sea rch  I s sues  were drscussed  and n a t i o n a l  p r l o r l t i e s  

outlined. The meetlngs have succeeded I n  maklng r e s e a r c h  workers t h lnk  more 

c l o s e l y  o f  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  o f  some r e l evance  t o  n a t i o n a l  CDD programmes 



S t a t u s  of p r o j e c t s  f i n a n c r a l l y  suppor ted  by WHO 

A t  t h e  l a s t  meeting of t h e  EM/ACMR m f o r m a t ~ o n  was provlded on seven 

p r o j e c t s  receiving WHO suppor t .  Two o f  t he se  p r o j e c t s  have been completed, 

f ou r  a r e  very near  t o  completion and one has  no t  s t a r t e d  y e t  because of t h e  

p r e v a i l i n g  cond l t  lons  r n  Lebanon 

Two more p r o j e c t s  have been approved f o r  suppor t  

a )  P i l o t  s tudy  on nat.iona1 d ra r rhoea l  d i s ea se s  morbidi ty  and m o r t a l i t y  

b) Follow-up o f  c h i l d r e n  who p a r t r c i p a t e d  r n  t h e  c o n t r o l l e d  f l e l d  t r l a l  

o f  t h e  Ty21 a  Vaccine. 

The second meetxng o f  t h e  Regional S c l e n t l f i c  Working Group will b e  h e l d  

 mediately fo l lowing  t h e  EM/ACMR meetrng, and w i l l  review t h e  proposals  

r ece ived  s o  f a r ,  ~ n c l u d i n g  t hose  genera ted  a t  t h e  above-mentioned meetlngs.  

S t ~ m u l a t r o n  o f  r e sea rch  

Seve ra l  ways have been adopted t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  s u b m ~ s s i o n  o f  a p p l i e d  

r e sea rch  proposa l s .  These included 

a )  D i s t r i b u t r o n  of announcements about  t h e  r e sea rch  funds t o  a l l  o rgan i za t i ons  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e sea rch  activities i n  t h e  Reglon, such a s  u n i v e r s r t i e s  and 

r e sea rch  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and a l s o  t o  individual inves toga to r s  

b) E f f o r t s  a r e  being made by WHO s t a f f  and sho r t - t e rm  c o n s u l t a n t s  v l s i t i n g  

Member S t a t e s  f o r  a c t r v r t r e s  r e l a t e d  t o  d l a r r h o e a l  d i s e a s e s  t o  d l s c u s s  and 

s t i m u l a t e  M ~ n l s t r y  o f  Hea l th  officials and n a t i o n a l  r e sea rch  workers t o  submlt 

r e sea rch  proposa l s  on Sub jec t s  o f  re levance  t o  n a t ~ o n a l  CDD programmes. 

c )  S l t e  v i s i t s  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  p o t e n t ~ a l l y  capable  o f  conducting research .  

d)  P r e s e n t a t i o n s  about  t h e  r eg iona l  CDD activities inc lud ing  r e sea rch  a t  

r e l e v a n t  reg iona l /na  t r o n a l  meetlngs 

M o n l t o r ~ n g  of r e sea rch  proposals  

I n v e s t ~ g a t o r s  a r e  reques ted  t o  submlt a y e a r l y  r e p o r t  on t h e  progress  of t h e i r  

s t u d i e s  A l so ,  members o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  have made s i t e  v r s i t s  f o r  WHO 

financially supported p roJec t s .  The l a t t e r  were found t o  be most u s e f u l  i n  

assessing and monitoring t h e  progress  o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  


