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DISCUSSION ON THE NEW INITIATIVES FOR PROMOTION AND 

DEVELOPMENT OF RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 

I N  THE EM REGION 



The Regional Programme f o r  Research Promotion and Development (RPD) has 

now been i n  existence f o r  t h e  l a s t  s i x  years  and dur ing  t h l s  per iod modest funds 

from t h e  Regular Budget have been a l l o c a t e d  t o  suppor t  a c t i v l t l e s  per taxnlng  

t o  t h l s  Programme. Before discussing p o s s i b l e  new i n l t i a t l v e s  f o r  development 

of r e sea rch  I n  t h e  Reglon, t h e  Commlttee may wish t o  review t h e  impact to -da te  

o f  t h e  Research Programme sponsored by ENRO, a s  a  whole, and specifically a t  

t h e  country l e v e l ,  even though on ly  a  s h o r t  span of tlme has e lapsed  s l n c e  t h e  

Research Programme was l n l t l a  t ed  

B r i e f l y  summarlzlng, t h e  following a r e  t h e  major a c t r v z t l e s  t h a t  have taken 

p l a c e  dur lng  t h e  l a s t  s r x  years  

- r e g u l a r  annual  meetings of t h e  EM/ACMR 

- t r a i n l n g  courses  on Hea l th  Servrces  Research (HSR) 

- Three-country Coverage Study 

- Workshop on Research Management 

- i n s t l t u t l o n  o f  a  g r a n t  system f o r  r e sea rch  and r e sea rch  t r a l n i n g  

I n  a d d l t l o n  t o  t h e  r e sea rch  a c t i v i t i e s  supported through wHo/EMRO, suppor t  

f o r  r e sea rch  and r e sea rch  t r a l n l n g  has  a l s o  been provlded through t h e  t h r e e  

WHO Spec la1  Programmes, 1. e.  Research,  Development and Research T r a i n ~ n g  i n  

Human Reproduction ( H R P ) ,  Research and T ra in lng  I n  T rop l ca l  Diseases  (TDR) and 

Dlar rhoea l  Dlsease Control  (DDC). The Commlttee w i l l  r e c a l l  being b r l e f e d  a t  

~ t s  prev lous  meetings on t h e  activities supported by t h e s e  Spec i a l  Programmes 

I n  t h e  Member Countries of t h e  Reglon 

It would appear  t h a t  most of t h e  r e sea rch  a c t l v i t l e s  have,  s o  f a r ,  been 

ENRO-lnltlated and l l t t l e  l n t e r a c t l o n  has taken p l ace  w l th  n a t l o n a l  bodles  f o r  

r e sea rch  and w l th  t h e  concerned s e c t l o n s  l n  t h e  M l n l s t r l e s  of Hea l th ,  l e ad lng  

t o  a  relatively small  number of r eques t s  from t h e  c o u n t r l e s  f o r  d i r e c t  

co l l abo ra  t ~ o n  

The above situation r e f l e c t s  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  t h e  low p r l o r l t y  accorded 

t o  medlcal r e sea rch  I n  t h e  h e a l t h  development o f  t h e  m a j o r l t y  of developing 

c o u n t r l e s  (a s l t u a t l o n  which we know 1s not  conflned t o  EMR o n l y ) ,  w ~ t h  t he  
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r e s u l t  t h a t  effective n a t l o n a l  s t e e r l n g  and management mechanlsms a r e  not  

es t a b l ~ s h e d .  

The following a r e  some l n l t l a t l v e s  whlch may b e  taken  by WHO t o  f u r t h e r  

promote and develop medlcal r e sea rch  I n  t h e  Reglon 

- I n  s e l e c t e d  c o u n t r l e s  wl th  a  well-established h e a l t h  system, bu t  wlth  

no r e sea rch  programme Promotional v l s l t s  could b e  c a r r l e d  o u t  t o  

a s s e s s  p o t e n t l a l  f o r  r e sea rch  and sugges t  guidelines f o r  e s  t a b l ~ s h l n g  

n a t l o n a l  r e sea rch  management rnechanrsms , and t o  l d e n t l f y  a r e a s  f o r  WHO 

c o l  l abora  t Ion,  

- I n  coun t r l e s  where o rgan l za t rona l  ~ n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f o r  r e sea rch  e x l s t  WHO 

c o l l a b o r a t ~ o n  could be extended w ~ t h  a  view t o  improving t h e  plannlng and 

eva lua t i on  of r e sea rch  and d l r e c t l n g  ~t towards t h e  s o l u t l o n  o f  s p e c l f i c  

l o c a l  h e a l t h  problems and away from t h e  c l r n l c a l l y - o r ~ e n t e d  and h o s p l t a l -  

based approach , 

- I n  view of t h e  wlde-spread d ~ f f l c u l t y  I n  formulating s c l e n t l f l c a l l y  v a l l d  

r e sea rch  p roposa l s ,  t h e  f o l l o w ~ n g  mutual ly  complementary a c t l v l t l e s  a r e  

proposed 

a )  o rgan l z lng  workshops l n  gene ra l  r e sea rch  methodology o r  I n  r e sea rch  

methods r e l e v a n t  t o  a  s p e c l f l c  programme a r e a ,  

b )  c o n s u l t a n t  a s s z s t a n c e  I n  f o r m u l a t ~ n g  r e sea rch  p roposa l s ,  

c )  prepara  t ~ o n  o f  p r o j e c t  p ro toco l  ( s )  w l th in  EPIRO and subsequent ly  t h e m  

lmplementatlon a s  a n  l n t e r c o u n t r y  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t ( s ) .  

The Committee may wlsh t o  d l s cus s  and recomnend s p e c ~ f l c  r n l t r a t r v e s  o r  

modes o f  c o l l a b o r a t ~ o n  wl th  Member S t a t e s  f o r  promoting r e s e a r c h  armed a t  

f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  achievement o f  t h e  g loba l  alm of H~A/2000 mechanlsms, and t o  

I d e n t i f y  a r e a s  f o r  WHO c o l l a b o r a t l o n .  


