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In the  document "Establishment and Updatlng of a Dlrectory of I n s t ~ t u t ~ o n s  

engaged i n  Biomedical Research In EMR" (document EM/~TH.MTG.ACMR/IO) prepared 

fo r  the Fourth Meeting of the  EMACMR held In  T u n ~ s  In 1979, t he  s tages  through 

which the  development of t he  Directory had passed were exp l a~ned  l n  d e t a r l .  

In  a nu t she l l ,  t he  Directory was made t o  include a t  l e a s t  a l l  schools of medlclne, 

d e n t ~ s t r y ,  pharmacy, public hea l th  and the  university-level nurslng institutions, 

together wlth other l n s t r t u t rons  t h a t  were proposed by t h e  Governments, by Members 

of the  Committee, or by other  responding i n s t l t u t l o n s  It was a l s o  mentioned 

t h a t  a s lzeab le  number of responses were recelved from Governments/~nstltut~ons 

following d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Directory prepared e a r l l e r ,  and t h a t  the  r a t e  of 

responses t o  the  questionnalke seat t o  i n s t r t u t r o n s  was hlgher f o r  the  countries 

with WHO Programme Co-ordinators than otherwise, ind ica t ing  t he  effect iveness  of 

ser lous  follow-up a t  the  country l eve l  r n  securing responses. 

The Committee recommended t o  br ing out an  updated vers lon of the  Dlrectory 

every th ree  years .  

A change i n t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t he  Directory i s  proposed owing t o  new develop- 

ments, v lz . ,  t he  F i f t h  Edition of t h e  World Directory of Medlcal Schools was 

brought out by WHO l n  1979, and t he  Regronal Offlce Issued ~ t s  Dlrectory of Educa- 

t l o n  and Tralnlng Programmes of Health Personnel. Thls m p l i e s  t h a t  another 

l i s t i n g  of a l l  schools of medicine, e t c . ,  1n t he  Directory of Research I n s t l t u -  

t lons  1s unnecessary. Besldes, ~t was, notlced t h a t  many schools dld  not show 

I n  t h e l r  responses any lnd ica t lon  of s p e c i f i c  research other  than what mlght be 

done t o  meet the  requirements of medical education. Responses were s t111  not 

received from a l a r g e  number of t he  l n s t i t u t l o n s  l l s t e d  i n  t he  Dlrectory.  As 

was mentioned e a r l i e r ,  lt 1 s  l l k e l y  t h a t  many of these  non-responses may be due 



t o  the f ac t  t ha t  t he  name of the  i n r t i t u t i o n  har changed, o r  the  address has 

changed, or t he  i n r t i t u t i o n  i t r e l f  no more e x i r t r .  

Thir year,  a  Directory of Brlrcted Znr t i tu t ionr  Act ively Engaged i n  Bio- 

medical Reararch har been prepared. It i r  b r r rd  on tho prrviour bar ic  Directory,  

but with roma modii icat ionr ,  i n  tho renre  of being b r i e f ,  and r t r e r s e r  i d e n t i f i -  

ca t ion  of eho i n r t i t u t i o n  i t r e l f  and i t a  rerearch a c t i v i t i e r ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  f o r  

t he  i n r t i t u t i o n r  with recognized r e l a t i on rh ip  with WHO. 

I t  rhould be r e i t e r a t e d  hare  t h a t  the  value of t he  Directory depende upon 

the  information there in ,  m d  t h r t ,  i n  tu rn ,  can ba improved a  great  dea l  by 

as r ia tance  from member Gwernmmntr a r  well  r e  Committee Memberr and WHO Programme 

Coordinatorr, pa r t i cu l a r l y  from two point8 of view: 

( a )  Coverage of i n s t i t u t i o n s :  t he  exis tence of a  c en t r a l  body i n  t he  

Government through which a l l  ~ n s t i t u t ~ o n s  engaged i n  Biomedical 

Research can be i d e n t ~ f ~ e d  would d e f l n r t e l y  Improve the  coverage 

of the  Directory. 

( b )  The q u a l l t y  of t he  information ~nc luded  In  the  Directory 1s a s  

good a s  t he  q u a l i t y  of responses received from the  I n s t l t u t ~ o n s ,  

the  more de ta i led  and the  more spec i f i c  information the  be t t e r .  


