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The r e g i o n a l  programme f o r  f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  i n  m a l a r i a  was o u t l l n e d  du r lng  
t h e  Four th  Meeting on Biomedical Research t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  T u n i s l a  I n  
September 1979. The proposed a c t i v i t i e s  and l u t e d  priorities f o r  a coo rd ina t ed  
f i e l d  r e sea rch  m a l a r i a  programme i n  t h e  Region were suppor ted  by t h e  members 
of  t h e  Biomedical Committee. The Committee a l s o  reconmended t h a t w a i n l n g  
programmes have t o  be organized  s o  a s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  competence of n a t i o n a l  
s c i e n t i s t s  and t echn ic i ans .  

The fo l lowing i s  a g e n e r a l  o u t l r n e  of a c t i v i t ~ e s  r e l a t e d  t o  r e s e a r c h  
and t r a i n i n g  t h a t  have been organized  I n  t h e  Region s i n c e  t h e  Tunis  meeting.  

A )  Coordina t ion  

A s c i e n t i f i c  working group on m a l a r i a ,  formed by Regional  Panel  members 
met i n  N i c o s i a ,  Cyprus, from 27 t o  29 November 1979. 

The main purpose of  t h e  meet ing  was t o  revlew t h e  m a l a r l a  s i t u a t i o n  and 
a s s e s s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  and p o t e n t i a l  developments of m a l a r l a  
r e s e a r c h  and t r a i n i n g ,  Relevant  recommendations were r e l a t e d  t o  a coordinated 
r e g i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  programme and collaborative e f f o r t s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  f l e l d s  of 
m a l a r i a  epidemiology, c o n t r o l  and t ra ln1ng. t  

B) Research 

1. S t u d i e s  have cont inued i n  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r l e s  of t h e  Region I n  r e l a t l o n  t o  
t h e  g e n e t i c  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  maln m a l a r l a  vec to r s .  

2. S t u d i e s  have been planr'ed t o  a s s e s s  t h e  e p l d e m i o l o g ~ c a l  Impact of 
r e s i d u a l  i n s e c t i c i d e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  fo rmula t ions  r n  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s .  
Of p a r t i c u l a r  r e l evance  i s  t h e  s t u d y  planned i n  S y r l a  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  
ep idemio log ica l  impact of ma la th ion  i n  t h e  concen t r a t ed  emulsion formulat ion.  
A l so  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e n e s s  t r i a l s  w i t h  P y r e t h r o l d  d e r l v a t l v e s  have a l s o  been 
planned i n  S y r i a .  

3. Recent ly ,  a p r o j e c t  has  been i n l t l a t e d  In  t h e  n o r t h e r n  semi-deser t  
a r e a s  of Somalia w i t h  t h e  suppor t  of  TDRIGeneva. The a m  of  t h e  t r l a l  i s  
t o  a s s e s s  whether  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  i n t e r r u p t  o r  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduce 
malaria t r ansmis s ion  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  by t h e  u t l l l z a t l o n  of l a r v i v o r o u s  f l s h  
( T i l a p i a ) .  I n  o t h e r  c o u n t r l e s  of t h e  Region t h e  u t r l l z a t i o n  o f  l a r v l v o r o u s  
f l s h  i s  e i t h e r  be ing  a s ses sed  o r  considered. 

4. O the r  r e s e a r c h  has  been executed  o r  planned I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  improvrng 
e x i s t i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l  equipment and a n t l m a l a r l a  d rugs  u t l l l z a t l o n .  

- - -- 

* The r e p o r t  of t h i s  Meeting i s  submit ted  as b a c k g r w n d  document 



A t r a i n i n g  programme is  under preparation I n  Sennar ,  Sudan, w i th  t h e  
a s s i s t a n c e  of TDRfGeneva, w i th  a  view t o  t r a l n l n g  nationals from s e v e r a l  
c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  Region i n  t h e  assessment of  P. fa lc iparum response  t o  
d rugs  by t h e  micro i n - v i t r o  technique.  About 20 n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s  a r e  
expected  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  such a  course .  Following t h i s  course  a  
coord ina t ed  programme f o r  moni tor ing  t h e  response  of P, fa lc rparum t o  
chloroquine  i n  a l l  countries of t h e  Reelon w i l l  be prepared  

A s  a  g e n e r a l  t r a i n l n g  i n  m a l a r i a  c o n t r o l  t e c h n ~ q u e s  and e p ~ d e m ~ o l o g y ,  
t h e  Reglon has  suppor ted  r e g ~ o n a l  t r a l n l n g  cour ses  he ld  I n  Egypt '1979) 
and I r a q  '1980). Moreover, f e l l owsh ip  and l o c a l  t r a l n l n g  have continued 
t o  be suppor ted  by WtIO 


