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by

Dr. Annc Burgess

The first questionnaire showcd that most people found the prelimirary information,
and the arrangements for hotcl and travel satisfactory, with cne or two unfcrtunate
exceptions.

The told evaluation shows a remarkable consistency, in so far as the first
qucstionnaire shows a preponderance of intcrest in the subjecct of nutrition, and the
last a preponderance of comments that this subjsct should be dealt with in a futurc
seminar, In so far as this subjcct is concerncd I am afraid we have to admit thot
you havc suffered from under-ncurishment -~ and that ycur c¢xpectations have not bcen
fulfilled, For this I take full blame, I should have gone through this first
questionnaire early on, and picked cut any subject which secmed tc be of general
interest and not adcquately covercd in the course of the Seminar, and, after discus-
sicn with the other consultants and staff done something about it. Instead, I relied
on the "Special Interest Groups" to cover any such ommission and as we now know that
did not work out, I am grateful for this valuable lesson,

Your other expcctations seem to have beem morc or less fulfilled. The subjects
"I ssessmont of Needs", "Health Bducation", "Staffing and Training" wercthe main .
interests in the first questionnaire and the final c¢valuation expresses general
satisfaction with their presentation. Those who are intercstced in the nursing
aspects of MCH and in the subjecct of Envirommental sanitation have been less wcll
served, and again this is refleccted in the suggesticns for ommissions from or

additions tc a future programme, The subject of Intcgration seemsto have gone
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beyond all expectations, as pcoplc found it morc useful than they expected, and I
think the discussion lecadcrs, Dr. Wiliiams and Dr. Cupic, must be congratulated on
this super-human feat.

There was a high expecctation of usefulness from the small group discussions
which obviously was not satisfied. For c¢xample, while ninc people wantcd morc
lecturecs, and eleven wanted fewcer, twenty wantcd more small group aiscussions,
plenary discussions seem to have bcen enjoyed by most people, cighteen registering
a wish for more of thesc sessions.

It was repcatcdly stresscd that future seminars of this nature should be
organizcd so that morc time is availablc for thoe discussion of practical problcms.
Nutrition, as I have alrcady said, was thc most froquently mentioned, aleng with
anaemia in mothers and children, rccords, training, mcdical and pacdiatric cducati
the carc of handicappcd children, family planning and the social problecms associat
with incréasing industrialization, Thc impression grows that the most widcly
felt necd is for something of the nature of a refresher coursc on a limited number
cf subjects, so that participants can takc homc factual knowledge tc be adapted and
applicd according tc thc rcsources of vach country or area of work, and that this
knowledge should by gained through a well balanced programme of lecctures and
subsequcnt discussion = preferably in small groups,

Tc achieve these improvcments something has to bc ommitted, and there was ove
whelning agreement that visits should bc reduced in a number and should be sclcct
carcfully to show onc wxamplc of diffcrent ways of applying the principles of LiCH
work, but that only onc type cf cach should bc includcd, Surprisingly cnough,
thcrec was also a iyencral feeling that more free time would be appreciatcd - twenty
marks bcing given to this quecry ! Othcr valusblc suggestions on the content of
the Scminar werc made - for example, that materncl hcalth should bhe given as much
emphasis as child health. Conflicting ideas as to thc duration of the Scminar ar
the number of entertaimmcnts and whecther reports from countries should be presecntc
or ommitted were rcgistered.

There wore also some practical suggesticits that participants should be nomine
earlicr, thus enabling them to rcceive the preliminary papers and information in

time, that the lecturers and staff responsiblc for the conduct of thc seminar shot



Eli/MCH.Scm/19
page 3

have mcre timc beforchand tc dis%uss their contributicns to the total progreamme, and
that spceinl times should be sct aside, sc that any one who-wished to consult tho
consultants on matters relating to their special ficlds would ke abl to dc so,
One cptimist suggostcd that a secretary should be supplicd tc cach group and to the
official rapporteur, and anothcr that a dancing scssicn shculd havc been included.

May I express thc gretitude of the crijanizers of this, and futurc, scminars to
everyonc for the carc and thcought given tc the completion ¢f these questionnaires

- th¢ informaticn will be mcst useful in thce future.



