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I have the plsaaure t o  participate i n  t h i a  workshop but 
unf'ortunately I war not able to  write the papers which you ask - 
ed doctor Maghssji about it becsuse the time w a s  very short t o  
write such comprehensive paper. 

Nevertheless I ehall give a short account about drug 
dependency i n  Iraq and our policy and treatment fac i l i t ies .  

Firs t  of all I would l ike  t o  confirm one important fac t  
that is no Drug dependency problem i n  Iraq at time being. What 

we have now only few scrdittered oases which are mainly from 
medical staff and related personnel. 

In  order to  real ize this fact we have t o  take one of 
the main hospital dealing with these pat ients  aad see the  
rarmber of them who are asking treatment. Ibn Rushid Hoepita1 
is  a good example although it * s a mall hospital but it l a  the 
main hospital which accept euch patient 8. In epit e of the 

number of alcohalic depedened pat ients  who are  asking treat-  
ment increase progressively i n  the last few years the mmber 
of drug deperdent pat ients  admittdl t o  t h i s  hospital  a t i l l  
very few only two oaserr i n  the last three years a re  treated i n  
t h i s  hoopital so we are  not able t o  say we have any drug 
depeade-s problem i n  our country i n  the  arrme sense which 
presext i n  Rmopean countries. 

A s  far aa the  avai labi l i ty  of drug i a  concern apurt from 
hospital  pbarmaciee 4 private pharmacies there a re  aa other 
aouroe of Urug. The drug given anly by premript ion and t o  
the  patient e who nodedit. 

Miniutry of Health made a new regulation about p re rwr ip  
t i o n  of narcotic arvi psychotropic drug the doctor who w i d  t o  
prescribe narcotic drug they have t o  have a epecrial prescription 
book given only by permission of Miruetry of Hoalth. The abeeme 
of other eouMea of drug this mainly due t o  thie regulation 
ard t he  l a w  very firm with the  people 8mugglisg drug. Our 
policiea at the time being are t o  prevent t h i e  problem t o  r a i se  
i n  our country a,rxl t o  assess the drug deperdency i n  more 
sc ient i f ic  way. T h i s  by participation with such workshop and 
meetiw i n  order t o  share the experiences of other countries 
i n  t h i e  field.  



The Iraq has been adopted the recommendation o f  second 
Arab International Conference of blcoholierm and Dnag Addiction 
f o r  prevention of drug deperdency and alcoholigaa. The main 
point of these recommendation are cornartrated on cult ivation 
of the relegious and moral aapect s of youth arx¶ at tent ion on 
the role  of social  services i n  schools ard factories and 
u t i l i s ~ n g  the youth a b i l i t y  and lexsure time i n  u s e f i l  hobbiee 
and i n  response t o  these recommerrdations Ministry of Health 
w i l l  open alcoholism and drug addiction center attached t o  
Ibn Rushid Hospital f o r  t reat ing such cases as well as t o  asaeas 
dnrg depedemy i n  more scient i f ic  way.  A s  far as there is no 
drug deperdency problem i n  Iraq so there i a  no need for  a 
voluntary arganiaation at the tlme being. 

Training and research work i n  t h i s  f i e ld  are very limited 
dur t o  the  fact  which I mentioned about. Treatment f a c i l i t i e e  
are limited as well.9he patients are treated i n  general 
poychiatric w a r d .  Aad the method use by replacement of hard 

drug t o  soft one.with eocial eupport azd rehabi l i ta t ion 
unfortunately the treatment was not encouraged when the new 
drug addict center w i l l  open we shall introduce other method 
of treatment and t o  follow our patient8 i n  sc ient i f ic  way. 
Most of the  dnag addict patients who are  asking treatment 
a re  male patient most of them above t h l r t y  year old from the 
middle social  c l a s s  and mainly from mldical staff ard other 
related personnel. The dnag addict i n  the teenager a re  unknown 
i n  our country. 


