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It is well knou, thet the rthysiccl ond mentol welforo of
the mother and child ig ihe corner-stonz of the fomily ondd the
fountation of gsociety. Iv should hHe the most imc-orsi-nt frotor in
any populciicon policy.

The Gevernment of Jord-nm, durine, the lest 20 yerre, peid much
ottention to child welfore. 1In -ccordenee with thet, the Government
iesuct "The Child Welfore Cede® Nn. (3') for the year 1972, which
includes chilcd welfeore from the deie of birth up to 18 yoerrs sociclly,
educctionzlly, and phyoicclly.

The mcin fPield of octivity for the pre-scheol chilcdren in Jordan
ic zhe field of the moterncl ond child herlth services.

The ~im of this | rsject, wvhich wns estcllishoad in the yecr 155k,
is the hcclith projecticn for ©11 Jordonizn mothors ond children - this
includes the promotion of heclth, the | reventive and curative cars
in 01l their csrects. Thesz ascrvices rre frue of chorce aceordane to
the neticngl heclth insurcneg of Jordon, which is estcblisher since
1965.

The internctionel orgonizetions such os UNICEF, WHD, nlayed an
importent role in the progreas of this project by thelr velu<ble help
cnd advice.

The tetal No. of the Covernment MCH cuntres nouw ic 26 centres.
For o nopulation of 1 660 000 (thet of Ecst Bonk) 167 MCH centres
(1: 10 000 populztion) cre necded, 128 more th-n whot cxists.
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At present fmmon hee 7 Governmental centros and 2 UNRWT centres
anly.

fmmen olone needs 50 centres for ite ¥ million populotion.

The mown difficulties met withan this ficlc of services ore:
shortoge of midwives, smollness of budget ond troditions.

Inspite that the neotioncl crouth rote of our nopulztion wes
estimated to be 3-27% in 1969, fomily plenning i1s ct11l not o Governmental
rolicy. It ia precticed cn - personecl and elcetive hrsis - the mejority
cf the middle closs mothers one' some from refugee comps, by orcl contra-
cepntives From phormacists, ond uee them without medicsl advice or super-
visinn.

Cnly sinece two years the n-tion~l Jerdenien Feomily Clonning Nssocia-
tion wos estchlishod with the help of the I-006.0.F. in the Exst Brnk.

It hzas now only three clinies £11 over the country, chich 1s not enough,
of coursec, to Free tho huge N.G.nejond Jordan,cos 7 country of limited
resources,must hove on efficicnt f-mily 1l-nmning crogromme.

Drgonized rurcl herlth centros still o not exast in Jdorden,
but we heve generzl clinics in most of the villoges of Jorden,ond
the Ministry of Huclth is trying to cdevelo;, thesc clinics to hoclth
centres beoccusce of the usefulnoss from mony sires.

The number of mcternity hosiitols i1n the E-st Baink is five, wbile,
thure 18 only one children's hesjitel; Dbut there rre more thon 20 genernl
hospitols distributed ©ll over the country and thesc include the most
Impertont deprrtments.

These ere the health sorvaces provaided by the Ministry of He-lth {or
the pre-school children.

The fomily and child welfere section an the Minmistry of Social
[Ffoirs hes the responsibility to t-ke core of the children, whether
they sre weafs or delinguents ond foocilit-te their cdmissicn o various
residenticl institutions. In addition to thot, the secticn undertokes
the plocement of poor or 1llecitimate children in foster homes so os
to compengete for their leock of love, core, sympothy ond compossion.

N1l the sccinl institutions in the country were combined in oneg,
which is called Hussein Instatution. This institution includis the

bohies ' home, the moborzt Al-Smirs [lic ond the meboret Cl-"mirz Boswro.
)



The bebies' home core for children from birth upe to three yeers of
oce, provicdes for them cccommedotion, feeding, cducaztionzl ond health
services.

The other two institutions core for children over 6 yeaors of age
by the meaning of sccommodetion, fecdine, ecucrtionzl or troining and
health services.

The Daoy-care nurseries, which cre sbout 1! ond the kindergertens,
mﬁich are chout 200 in the country zre non-governmentcl establishments,
but they cre controlled technicclly either from the #Hinistry cf
Ecducation ar from the Ministry of Sccicl AfTairs. The cge to be scceptable
in the Doy-core nurseries 18 up to ' yecrs, while in the kindergortens
the ceceptoble age is ! =6 yurrs.

Nutritional rehebilitction is corrice out by the szoction of relief of
the Ministry of Socirl Affcirs vith the full co-operction of CARE. It
has been resnonsible for (138) fecding contres in the Eeost Bonk, which
took care of (16111) children sufferang from mzlnutrition. Jlso the
child henlth centres run by the Scve the Children Fund provides foodstuffs
for chout (L950) in (ZC) contres distributed meinly in thoe southecn parts
of the country-

In cddition to thet the Govermmentzl MCH centres provide foodstuffs
for the children registercd in thes: contres such cos milk, C.S5.H.,
baby food....ctc.

For handiccpned children we heve in Jordon the following services:
1. Socielly - thoese ore divided into:

a) Institutionnl care, where there cxists now 1. governmentcol
institutions and 14 nongovernmental.

b) Fomily core - which provides sssistzonee for children in foster
homes.

2- Physically - for these scrvices we have the following institucions:

a) Hope institution - caores for deef children from 3-15 yerrs of
age. Its copoclity is rbout 100 children.

b) Sunshine institution for blind children (the same nge) witn o
gepacity of 50 children.



c) Paralyzed ond crinpled home: 1t takes care of such
children of both sexes between :-15 years of oge. Its
copacity is sbout (LD).
3. For mentally handicappecd children, in oddition to the psychictric
hespital in Amman there gre other two societies, which care about such
children, one aof them is Jordanicn and the other is Swedish.
These are the socicl welfere services existing in the country
bearing in mind, that this is very few, but we are hoping to improve
these services in the future.



