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Irag is o developing Country has initiated a development
Flanning for the first time in 1951 by the creation of the deve-
lopment Board wvhach 18 being resolved after four yenrs vork,

From 1955 t.2 186!/ there ' o8 o yemporery tnvestment plen vhich

ig folloved by two 5 years czvelopment plan 1965-1969 & 1970
=197 onc a third 5 yeors plon for 1975 to 1980 vhich 1s in pre-
paration.

In this develomment plon they paid a great attention to
Heaglth sice especiclly Health Services cr the pre-schocl chaldren.
The Pre-schocl oge children amount chout 279 of the populaticon

which is cccorcing to the last esiimetion in 1970 is ten Millions.

HEALTH SERVICES:

I. Maternity and Chilc Health/Family Plocnning Conéres

The firei MCH Cuntre was estoblished in 1953 in Baghdad the
Capital 'ith the ossistonce of BHO and UNICEF.
In 1956 th¢ Ministry of Health assumec & full responsibility
to thc Contre ond' estoblishazc nen centres which become loter on
190 throughout the country, 15 centres in Baghdae anc 75 centres
in tho romnaning Governorotes.
The MCH Ceptre serving the Urbon Population of six millions.
In acditron to these centres thers are MCH Sectiuns in each of the
Rural Health Centre scrving the rate of population, therefore, as
ue sec MCH Services s covering 75° of the population.
The Staff of the MCH Cegntre include G.P. or Paetiatriciansg,
one or more Health Visitors,Vaccinators,Nursssant Mecdical Assistants.
MCH Centre cere for rreschocl children 0-6 years. The Number of
Infants (0=1) vasitzd tho centres for the first time 1977 (61303)
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anc the toscl attencances of these infanis. werer (337500).

The hNemhber of the chaildren (1-6)w>  vigited she cenires T the
first time verz (12G27€0) the totcl attendance of these chilcdren
(308300 .

MCH contre%fanr secticns in Irag look ofter:

1. fellm —-up,/the rate of growth development in hab*_s pryino to
engurc a normol physicol ond mertel development.

2. Protection of pre-secho-l children from infoccticus diseases
hy coing ~11 soart of vocclinations:

8Ca

DPT

Pclin

Smollr ox

Typheic and sometimes Cholora.

BCG is hcing cdone for all new burn baobies in the first veek of
life and ne barth certifiecates ere supplied before cdoing the BCG
vaccinatiun.

The number of the pre-schocl children veccinated in the MCH
centre curing 1977 is €C100 and DPT 50150, smallpox 20000 ond
Typhoid 500.

MCH contres alse toke 211 pther measures of prevention ond
centrol of thaese (iseoses.

Je Sccure suitoble nutritacn ond this is cone through Hezolth
Ecucotion to motners os vell os supplying them oith milk, vitominls
onc other itemo of voluahle food (all free of charge).

» Hoalth Ecueatinn is corried cut in the MCH centres in 11 its
forms . ' _.grees (indavicunl, group education and home visiting).
The child care in each MECH clanic is held four times ner veck with
the averoge of 00-100 pre-schonl enildren ere chocked per session
which aomo nt to a tobel of chout two thousands in ecoch centrc per
manth.

Home visiting is rogorded 0 be very necessary in Irag, in
the lost 7ou years owing @~ the anebility of the omployed mothers
to attent tho MCH centres. These home visits arc concucted by
the Health Visitors ot o rrte of 100 vasits per month.



5. Health recorts and appointment systoem.

The family Planning uvas estrblishe” for the first time in
Irag between 1970-1977 by tho assistance of WHO to ' MCH Centre
plreacdy established in my country, but f y ila S Lo T ject

Fas ' L e 1 eul b e

RURAL BEALTH CENTRES

The Rural Health Frundotion wos estoblished in 1963 but the
first centre vas estohlished in 1965 ot Abu-Greib (Baghdad Suburh)
end then shreaded throughout cll the Governorates eaccording to our
population ratic.

The Numbor of the Rurel Heelth Contres reach te two thousands
centres ot Nahiye ond threg ©ilot Health Centres for trocining Rural
Health workers.Tn adeltion e Lhat there cre 650 Heplth Branches at
Villige~ ond 200 Mcobiles benms

The moin services of the Rurol Centres are symmorized as

follows:
1. MCH Scrvices.
2. Enviruonmental Services.
S« Treatment of varicus kinds of tiseascs.
!

. Dpening Cricntation Course for treining non-official Mid-
twiv 8 nn Midiiifery affairs, and troining dafferont cote-
gories of auxiliary Hesolth Personnel reouired for the

Rurnl Health Centres.

These Urientetion Cairs sare cearricd on un the pilot centres
which are fuound, one ot Abu-Graib the second in Basrsh and the third
in Mosul.

5. hic,wstration of barth and cdeath ancd cther health scatistics.

CLINICS FOR C'ITLDREN UNDER FIVE YEARS G- GL:

&P Ircg there are no snecial clinies for Chilcren under 5

years Age bu. there are pelyclinmies for =11 ages.

DISPENSARIES:

a)
There nz2 £err numbers of Dispensaries run by Heolth OFficials

but nowadays the polyclinics replace  them.



MATERNITY 2 .  DREN HOSPITA'. - OUT-PATIENT DEPARTMENTS :

The '« are ten Materniiy Hospitcls spreaeded in the most important
cities o. our country. Total becds in these Hospitals are 1158 beds.

In ac'ition to thesc Maternity Hospitels there are Maternity
Unite in tne General Hespitols, the total beds in these units are
about 2150 beds. At eoch of these Moternity Hespitals and Generel
Hospitols onere is an outeatient Clinic receiving patients during
2" Hours servacr. Moreover, there are four Moternity Hespitels run
by privcte sectoms nomely; Al-Somarcie Hospital, Ar-Razi, Red Crescent
anc Al=Haicdari Maternity Hospitzsl of about 200 bode ancd all of these
hospitals ore in Baghded.

CHILDREN HOSPITALS:

In Ircg therc arc 15 Poediotric Hoscitcols of 4000 beds cistri-~
buted in the Jifferent ~orts of Irng, and 1000 Poedictric beds cis-
tributed on the generaol Hnspitcls ant in each of these Paoecdietric
and General Hospitals an outpotient Department is attachec.

Theru arc no Paecintrics tlospitels run by private sector, in
acdition to that there ore pre-moture ond necnate units glso attached
toc the most of the Moternity Hospitals and Units.

FEMILY SUPPORTTVE SOCIAL/EDUCATIONAL SERVICES: CRECHES ,DAY-CARE
NURSERIES

Day-Care Nurseries ancd Creches arc not very commen in Iraeq,
hovever, trere are 25 Nurscries in Baghdad anc " in some other big
cities, Mranl 2, Kirkuk 1, Sulaimoniya 1, some of these Nurseries
are run by privote Organizatismgand others by Governmentsl Establish=
ments, all of these Nurseries provider day-core but only one nursery
provicdes '’ hours carc tnat is Z'afarania Nursery. The need for these
Nurserics ircreases cay after cey cug o the stead jly incremsing number
of mothore in nrofession and lobour work.

Th- fiy.years plan 1975-1980 the Ministry of Sociel Affairs
is geing eotahlish 50 cay-cere nurseries og well as 2° hours care
nurseries o, creches for founders, Orpbens, for children of prog n_rs

and for children of retired parents of lov-income.



Some of these nurscries are going to be attached to the Facto-
ries and will be for the rhildren whogse parents are working in these
factories.

KINDERGARTENS :

The number of Kindergor cne in Iraq now is 179,7€ of them ars
in Baghdoo while the others orc in the big cities. Some of these Tz run
hy Govermmentnl Establishments vhile others by voluntary ancd private
sectors. The total number of chilcdren in these kinderpariens is 1687
of both gsexes (boys and girls) of neorly equol ratio. The kindergortons
care for chaldren «f -6 years of age. The last stucdy provec that those
chileren who go to thoe kindorgargezns S~fore going to the Primary Schools
without having the chance uf going to the kindergar esns first. All the
kindcrger<ens in Iraq, run by the privote seclur are being notiona-
lized this yeaor.

NUTRITION REHABILITATION AND MOTHER-CRAFT CENTRES:

Nutrition rchobilitatarn 3 estoblisner in some of the hig
MCH Centroes in Baghdad. At sresent there ore three centres run co-opern=
tively by both MCH Dencrtments ond Nutrition Instirtute. In these centres
mothers are taught practicolly and et'ucoted vell to the hest suriaoble
ant' valuable kind of fooc to their bnbies.

Mothercroft is toughti in all MCH Centres by giving lessuns to
expectants ent nuraing mothirs, these lessong ore carried out regulerly
toily ceverang oll espects of nutrition , boby henlth and core.

SERVICES FOR THE HANDICAPPED PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN:

The socially,Physiccolly and Mentolly Hondiceppecd Pre-school

chilc'ren are coregfor by their porents and untill now no facilities are
avorleble in Irac for thase hondicapped to provide them with the care
neecec.

In Irog therc is ounly ono Institute fer Hentally retarded children,
one centre for cdeaf-mutocgend one . . 5. bhling , the first tio uere
establishecd by the Ministry of Interior and the third one evstoblished
by the Ministry of Socinl and Labour Affairs.
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All thuse Institutions oceopt chilcdren ofter the pnre-~-school
2ge, but in the five years ;nln 1975-1920 the Ministry of Socicl
and 1-bour Affoirs is toking an © nsacerotion the question of
thesc hancicoppad (Beciol,Mentel and Physicnl) Pre-schocl children
by mions of estoblishing o more suitahlce centres for them and to

roitbiloted U ocoeus ol e Ny



