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COUNTRY REPORT ON PRE-SCHDOL HEALTH SERVICES 
I N  IRAi :  

I r a q  is n d e v e l o p i n g  C o u n t r y  h a s  i n i t i a t e d  a deve lopmen t  

P l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  f irst time I n  1951 by  t h c  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  c'evz; 

l opmen t  Bu~rc !  ~ ! ~ h l c I i  i s  b e i n g  r ~ s o l v c c !  n f t e r  f o u r  y m r s  ~ g o r k ,  

f rnm 1955  t,t 196r LI-icre I as a yumpornry i n v e s t n : m t  p l c n  ~ i h i c h  

is fo l lc i t e t !  by tun 5 y e n r s  c'-.velnpment p l n n  1965-1909 6. 1370 

-197? anr' n t h i r c '  5 y e n r s  pl-cn f c r  1975  t o  1900  rrhich i e  i n  p r e -  

p a r a t i o n .  

I n  t h i s  L-leveloprnent p l n n  t h e y  paid a g r e a t  n t t e n t i o n  t c  

H e a l t h  s l f o  c s p e c i c l l y  H e a l t h  S e r v i c n s  c r  t h e  p r e - s c h o c l  c h i l d r e n .  

Thz  P r e - s c h o o l  age c h i l d r e n  amount n h o ~ t  271 o f  t h e  population 

u h i c h  i s  occorc ' ing  t o  t h z  l a s t  z s t i m r t i o n  i n  197; is t e n  M i l l i o n s .  

tlEALTH SERV ICES : 

I. P l o t e r n i t y  on? C h i l e  Heo l th /Fami ly  P? c n n i n q  C c n t r c s  

The f i rs t  MCH C ~ n - t r ~  LJGS e s t n b l i s h e r !  i n  1953  i n  Baghdar! t h e  

C o p i t n l  r l i t h  t h c  o s s ~ s t o n c e  cjf WHO nnc: UN ICEF . 
I n  1956 t h f  M i n i s t r y  of H e a l t h  assumec' a f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

t o  t h r  C c n t r e  anr' c s t n h l i s h a 2  neil c ~ n t r e s  t ~ : h ~ c h  becoma l a t e r  on 

1 9 0  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  15 c e n t r ~ s  i n  Bnghdac' nnc' 7 5  c e n t r e s  

i n  th:. r ~ r i c l n i n g  G o v e r n o r ~ t e s .  

The FIGH Cc-nt r r  s e r v i n g  t h e  Urbnn P o p u l a t i o n  o f  s i x  m i l l i o n s o  

I n  a r t ! i t zon  t a  t h c s e  c i i n t r e s  t h e r z  arc  MCH S e c t l u n s  i n  e a c h  of t h e  

R u r a l  Hr-?:~lth C e n t r e  s e r v i n g  t h e  ra te  cf p n p u l c t i u n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  

L!e see MCI-1 S e r v i c e s  1s c o v e r i n g  75', of t h ~  p o p u l a t i o n .  

The S t a f f  of t h e  MCH C ~ n t r e  z n c l u d z  G.P. o r  P a e d i a t r i c i a n s ,  

nnc or  mnru Wealkh V~sitors,Vaccinators,Nurs~sanrl  Meclicol. R s s i s t o n t s .  

MCH C e n t r e  czre f o r  r r a s c h o c l  c h i l d r e n  0-6 y e a r s .  The Number o f  

I n f a n t s  (9-1) v i s r t z t !  t h ~  c e n t r e s  f o r  t h e  first bime 197? (61303) 

* D l r c c t o r  of H c ~ ~ l t h  17olr?,tioffi - M i n i s t r y  of H e a l t h  



cnL t l -u t ; r~xr l  a t t e n d a n c e s  of  t h e s e  infan:s. were1 (337500). 

Thr IUurib,~r of t h z  chi lc l rcn  ( I -~ )L~I :?  v i s i t &  G ~ L L  c in%r,s  f -s: the 
first t i m e  IJarz (12G700) t h e  t o t c l  o t t e n d a n c ~  of t h e s e  c h i l e r e n  

(5i3830il) . 
FICH c r n t r c s  on[' s c c t l c n s  i n  Iraq look a f t e r :  

?f 
1. f e l l o l  -up/ ' t i~e r a t e  o f  groldth development i n  hzb+-a j r y f n 2  t o  

e n s u r c  n normal p h y s i c ? l  anr' rnrrtcL development. 

2. P r o  t e c t x ~ n  nf prc-schr? 3 l  c h i l d r e n  f rm i n f  c c t i v u s  d i s e a s e s  

by ~ ' o i n g  rll s o r t  uf vncc lnu t ions :  

E?CG 

DPT 

P o l l r ~  

SmolL! nx 

Typhcic' an? s m e t i m ~ s  Cholzra .  

BEG is h ~ i n g  f c n e  f o r  a l l  nec  b ~ r n  b z b i e s  i n  t h c  f i rs t  L * J E L ? ~  o f  

l i f e  ant '  no b i r t h  c z r t i f i c a t L 3 s  a r e  s u p p l i ~ d  b ~ f o r e  c'uing t h e  BCG 

v o c c i n n t i m e  

Tho nurnbar cf  t h e  p rc - schnc l  c h i l d r e n  v c c c i n a t e c  i n  t h e  MCH 

c e n h r e  Curing 1977 1s O C l O n  nnC DPT 50150, smal lpox 20000 and 

T y p h o i ~  500. 

t1Cl-i c L n t r c n  a l s o  t c k i ?  c l l  o t h ~ r  mti isures uf p r a v e n t i u n  one: 
c o n t r o l  of t h ~ s e  ~ ' i s e a s e s .  

-, . SEcur:! s u i t n h l c  n u t r i ' c l c n  nnc! t h i s  is cone ttirough He7l th  

Ec'ucctiun t o  motncrs  3s ( ! e l l  3s supp ly ing  them m ~ i t l ~  ml lk ,  v i t e m i n i s  

onC o t h ~ l r  i t ~ m n  o f  v c l u n b l ~  fuuc1 (311 f r c e  of chcrgc) .  

. Hcol-th E C u c n t i ~ n  is c z r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  MCH c c n t r c s  i n  ~ 1 1  its 
forms ul,' -,grccs ( in r l lv idun l ,  gruup eciucntion anc! home v i s i t i n g ) .  

The c h i l r '  carr! i n  cxch MCh c l x n i c  is I-tt-lrl f o u r  t i m e s  p e r  ~ le~ l r ,  r t~ i th  

thr? nvcrzqL uf  C0-100 p r e - s c h o ~ i l  c h i l d r e n  a r e  c l i cck~c '  p e r  s ~ s s i o n  

uh ich  onio n t  t a  n  t o i d  of nbout  'cwo thr?usanes i n  cnch c c n t r c  p e r  

month. 

Horn2 v i s i t i n g  is rngcrf rc i  t r l  bc  very  necessa ry  i n  I r q ,  i n  

t h e  l n s t  ;.ILI y r ~ ~ r s  nl'ring t- t h e  inch i . ? i ty  ~f t h e  m p l o y e d  mothers  

t o  n t t c n i '  t h e  i4C1-I c n n t r c s o  Thcs:: hsmo v i s i t s  n r ~  conc'uc+,ecl by 

t h r  H e a l t h  V i o i t a s s  2 t  r r t e  of  100 v i s i t s  p e r  mnnth. 



5 .  Hcal-t:h r z c ~ r t l s  c n ~ '  ~ l p p n l n t r n e n t  s y s t m .  

The  f a m l l y  Planning t!ns e s t ~ h l i s h e r '  f c r  t h e  f i rs t  time i n  

I r a q  b c k e c n  1570-1577 by thz: 3ss i s tanc ; :  of WHO t o  : MCH C e n t r e  
L -  , - olreac!y e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  my c o u n t r y ,  h u t  f 1 ' - A - j e c t  

I-35 ' - 0  L -  h -,-L . 
AURAL HEALTH CENTRES : 

Thc Z u r o l  i l m l t h  F e u n d o t l o n  idas s s t o b l i s h c ?  i n  1963 b u t  the 

f i rs t  c e n t r e  L I D S  c s t c l i l i s h c L  I n  1365 a t  Abu-Grnih (Boghdocl Suburb )  

cnd  t n ~ n  s?rcnd&x! t h r u u g h o u t  cZ1 t h d  G o v e r n o r a t e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  

~ i o p u l o t i o n  r a t i o .  

The Nurnbr:r c f  t h e  R ~ l r o l  I-letllth C e n t r ~ s  r c o c h  t~ ttl;o t h o u s a n d s  

c u n t r ~ s  o t  N ~ h l y r  an<  th rb i ?  ~ l i l o t  H e a l t h  C c n t r e s  f o r  t r o i n i n g  R u m 1  

H c o l t h  uo rkc r s .Tn  o r ' C i t ~ : m  t r .  t h a t  thcrc!  -,re 650 H e a l t h  B r a n c h e s  a t  

V i l l i g ~  7 anc' 700 P!obilcs tznns 

Tho mnln s e r v i c o s  of t I - 1 6 ~  R u r n l  C e n h r c s  n r e  summorizcc! a s  

f 0110~6: 

1. MCH S u r v i c e s .  

2. Envirunmental-  S ~ r v i c e s .  

3. T r e a t m e n t  r:f v a r i o u s  kinc 's  of C i s e o s c s .  

I . Opening O r f  , .n ta t ion  C o u r s e  f (ir t r o i n i n g  non-uff  i c i a l  Mid- 

uiv  rs <in Mit!!ifery affairs,  on? t r o l n i n g  d ~ f f e r o n t  c n t e -  

g o r l e s  of a u x i l i a r y  H e a l t h  P e r s o n n e l  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  

R u r n l  I- izalth C ~ n t r e s .  

The62 U c ~ o ? t c t i n n  C a r s a a r e  c s r r i c c !  on I n  t ' i e  p l l o t  c e n t r e s  

which a r e  f t i~ -nc t ,  o n e  a t  Abu-Graib t h c  s e c o n e  i n  Besrah and  t h c  t h i r d  

i n  Mosul. 

5. i 7 ~ , ~ . ; t r a t i u n  o f  h h r t h  onr! cteath anc' o t h s r  h e a l t h  statistics. 

CLINICS FOi; C1l1LDREN UNDER FIVE YEP,RS CF GC: 

dfl 1r:ri t i - d c i  a r e  n r ~  s ; 2 e c l a l  c l i n i c s  f o r  Chi lc l ren  u n r k r  5 

y e a r s  h g 2  bu .. t h c r c  a r e  p c l y c l i n l c s  f o r  all o g ~ s .  

DISPENSARIES : 
3 

Thcrr. oi 2 Ret 1 numbers  OF D i s p e n s a r i e s  r u n  by Health O f f  icia'is 

b u t  nowadnys t h c  p c l y c l i n a c s  r e p l a c e  t h ~ r n -  



MATERNITY 8 -- DREN HOSPITAL - OUT-PATIENT DEPARTMENTS : 

The %L mr? t e n  M o t e r n ~ k y  H o s p i t z l s  spreaclsd i n  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  

c i t i e s  o n  our country .  T o t o l  beds  i n  t h e s e  H o s p i t a l s  a r e  1150 becis, 

I n  , : - l ~ ' i t i c n  t o  t h a s c  Mate rn i ty  M o s p i t e l s  t h e r e  o r e  M a t e r n i t y  

U n i t s  i n  t n r  Gcncra l  H c s p i t o l s ,  t h e  t o t a l  bcc's i n  t h e s e  u n i t s  a r e  

abou t  215[3 Dee's. A t  each r ~ f  t h e s e  M a t e r n i t y  N c s p i t a l s  and Genarnl  

H o s p l t o l b  -na rc  is an o u t p a t i e n t  C l i n i c  r a c e i v i n g  p n t i n n t s  d u r i n g  

2' t lours szrvxCi7. Mareaver, t h c r ~ ?  o r 2  f c u r  H o t e r n i t y  H c s p i t o l s  r u n  

by p r i v c t c  sec tc r snomely ;  Al-Samarcie H c s p i t n l ,  Ar-Razi, Red C r e s d e n t  

anc' Al-Haiclari K n t c r n i t y  H o s p i t a l  uf a b o u t  200 b c d s  ant' a l l  of t h e s e  

h o s p i t a l s  o r 2  i n  63ghc'zc'. 

CHILDREN HOSPITALS : 

I n  I r c q  t h e r c  a r z  1 5  P n e c l i n t r i c  H o s r i t a l s  of 1600 b e e s  c ' i s t r i -  

butcrl i n  t h o  ~ ' j f f e r e n t  v r t s  c ~ f  I r n q ,  ant! 1000 P n e r ' i a t r i c  b e e s  cis- 

t r i b u t e d  ~n t h e  g e n a r u l  : l n s p i t c l s  and t n  unch of t h e s e  Pnec l i a t r i c  

and Genera l  t i o s p i t a l s  an  o u t p a t i e n t  Department is a t t a c h e d .  

T h e w  are no  P a e d i n t r l c s  t l o s p i t c l s  run  by p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ,  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  t h e r ~  are p rc -na tu re   an^' neona te  u n i t s  a l s o  a t t a c h e d  

t o  t h e  most of t h e  Mnte rn i ty  H r l s p i t a l s  and Uni ts .  

FfiMILY SCPPORTTVE SOCIQL/EDUCATXONAL SERVICES : CRECHES ,DAY-CARE 
I 

NURSERIES 

Day-Czrrl N u r s e r i e s  and Creches  a r c  n o t  very  cunmon i n  I r a q ,  

huuever,  c i - e ~ . ~  o r e  25 Nurseries i n  Baghdad nnd 6 i n  some o t h e r  b ig  

c i t ies ,  M r - : r t l  2 ,  Hirkuk 1, Sula imoniya  1, s m e  of t h c s e  N u p o r i e s  

a r e  r u n  1.4 p r i v n t ~ !  Orgoniznti7:rennc' z t h e r s  by Gcvernmentel E s t a b l i s h -  

ments,  a l l  OF t h o s e  N u r s e r i z s  pruvir 'er clay-core b u t  on ly  one n u r s e r y  

p r o v i d e s  h o u r s  c a r e  t n n t  is Z ' a f o r a n i o  Nursery. The neec! f o r  t h e s e  

Nurse r i cq  v c r e a s e s  day a f t e r  cky Cuo L n  t h k  a t e a d j l y  l n c r ~ a e i n s  number 

of mothzrr  i n  p r o f e s s i o n  and l n h o u r  uork. 

T h -  f i \ , y e n r s  p l z n  1975-1300 tht .  M i n i s t r y  of  S o c i a l  A f f y i r s  

is going enknb l i sh  5 0  day-care n u r s e r i e s  a s  w a l l  as 2' h o u r s  c n r e  

n u r s e r i e s  olid c r e c h e s  f o r  fnunclers,  Orphcns, f o r  c h i l d r e n  of pr:,cn,rs 

an? f o r  c h i l d r e n  of r e t i r e d  p a r e n t s  of lnw-inccme, 



Somc c i  t h e s e  n u r s k r l e s  clrs going t o  be  attachec! t o  t h e  Facto-  

r i e s  nnc' i s i l l  b e  f o r  t h e  r h i l d r e n  whose ! in ren t s  nrE uork ing  i n  t h e s e  

f n c t o r i e o .  

Thz number uf Kinrlargnr cnn i n  I r a q  nou is 17.9.76 of them are 
i n  Boghdoc: u l i i l e  t h c  o t h e r s  or:! i n  t h e  b i g  ci t ies .  Some ef t h e s e  Pr:: run  

by Governmentnl E s t o b l i s h m c n t s  ~ : h i l c  o t h e r s  by v a l u n t n r y  ond p n i v a t e  

s e c t o r s .  Thd t o t a l  number of  ch i l c ' r cn  i n  t h a s c  k indergorkens  i s  1687b 

of bn th  s ~ x c s  (boys and g i r l s )  o f  n c c r l y  r q u d  r a t i o .  The k i n d e r g o r t o n s  

c o r e  fr ;r  c i 3 ~ l c ' r e n  ~f  ' -6 y c a r s  of age. The l a s t  s t u d y  provet: t h a t  t h o a e  

c h i l f r c n  rtihu gn t o  t h t  k in [ ' - rqa r t zns  ? ? f a r e  g a n g  t o  t h e  Pr imary  S c h o o l s  

w i t h o u t  hav ing  t h e  cii3ncc  if going t o  t h e  k i n c e r g n r  e n s  f i r s t .  A l l  t h e  

k inCcrgor<cns  i n  I r l q ,  r u n  by t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  cre b e i n g  n s t i o n a -  

l i z e e  t h i s  yea r .  

NUTRITION IIEHABILITRTION R N D  FIOTliER-CRAFT CENTRES: 

Nut r l t i . cn  r c h a h i l i ' c 3 t l c n  r s  e s t z b l i s n e r '  i n  some of t h e  b i g  

M C W  C e n t r e s  i n  Baghci3C. A t  : ;rcscnt t h z r e  c r c  t h r e e  c e n t r e s  r u n  cu-opern- 

t i v e l y  by bo th  FiCIi De:lcrtments oncl N u t r i t i o n  Institute. I n  t h e s e  c e n t r e s  

mnthers  a r e  t ~ u g h t  p r a c t l c i l l l y  anL! er 'ucotsd ! t e l l  t a  t h c  b ~ s t  e u i t o b l e  

ant' val u a b l c  k i n ?  af  f ~ c c '  t a  t h e i r  hnb ies*  

Mothnrcrzf f  is t a u g h t  i n  a l l  MCH C e n t r e s  by g i v i n g  l e a e m s  t o  

e x p e c t a n t o  cnr' n u r s i n g  m c t h ~ r s ,  t h e s e  l c s s o n s  n r z  c a r r i e d  a u t  r e g u l n r l y  

t ' n ~ l y  covcr ln5  a l l  c s p c c t s  of n u t r i ' c i n n  , bnby h e a l t h  nnc' c a r e .  

SERVICES F OH THE I-IANDICLlPPED PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN: 

The s o c i n ! l y , P h y s i c c l l y  on[' M e n t ~ l l y  Hcnrliccppec! ?re-school  

ch i l c ' r zn  o r n  c c r e d f o r  by t h e i r  p n r e n t s  nnd u 7 t i l l  now nu f a c i l i t i e s  ore 

o v n l l a b l c  i n  I r a n  f o r  t h q s e  hnnticappeC t o  p r o v i e e  them ~ ~ i t h  t h e  c n r e  

nuec'ec!. 

I n  I r a q  t h e r e  is nnly  on:! I n s t i t u t e  f c r  I-lantnlly r e t a r d e d  c h i l e r e n ,  

one c e n t r e  f o r  c'caf-rnutcsmr' one , , bl inc '  , t h e  f irst  t ~ ~ o  t je re  

c s t a h l i s h e e  by t h e  M i n i s t r y  nf I n t e r i o r  n n ~ '  t h e  t h i r d  one cs tabl i shet !  

by t h c  Ministry of S o c i a l   on^' Labcur A f f a i r s .  



A l l  t h ~ s i 3  I n s t i t u t i n n s  n c c c i ~ t  c h l l c ' r c ~ n  o f t e r  thc p r c - s c h o o l  

agc,  b u t  i n  t h ~  f i v a  ye;;rs 771-n 1975-1520 t h z  f l i n i s t r y  o f  S o c i s 1  

nncl I -btlur 2 f f z i r s  is t a k i n g  I n  c ns i c l c r~ ' c i r ; n  t h e  q u , ~ s t i c n  of 

t h c s o  iion:acnppuc' (Sr~cinl, tdl . lcntcl  nnr' P h y s i c ~ l )  P r e - s c h o c l  c h i l t r n n  

by rnr-ms c? c s t o h l ~ s h i n g  2 mur r  s u i t n b l c  c c n h r u s  fcr  tht- 3nrl t u  

r:.:l-bilctof t .i -.cc~l,-- ,- n..' % . Y -  


