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WILD POLIOVIRUS CASE COUNT



Seven new wild poliovirus (WPV1) cases were
reported in December.

The Regional Rapid Response Team conducted an
epidemiological investigation in response to the
isolation of seven new WPV1 cases.

290 acute flaccid paralysis cases (130 girls and 160 i =
boys) were reported in December. Overall 3,762 - 8- 3

AFP cases have been reported in 2019, of which
3,631 have been discarded as “non-polio” and 101
cases are pending classification, 1 case is polio
compatible.
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In all regions, the non-polio AFP rate is above
12, stool adequacy above 91%, and non-polio
enterovirus ranges between 11 - 20.

Six new WPV1 positive environmental samples
were confimed in Dec: Nangarhar 4, Hilmand 2.

December SNID was was condcuted across the
country, vaccinating 5.9M children under 5 with
OPV in 198 distrcts of 21 provinces against polio.

22 cross-border vaccination points, 63 cross-
border teams & 814 permanent transit teams
(PTTs) were operational across Afghanistan in
December 2019.

Permanent transit teams vaccinated 1,792,790
children, and cross-border teams vaccinated
148,649 children against polio in December
2019.

980 children under 10 were given OPV and 113
children were vaccinated with IPV respectively
in UNHCR repatriation centers and IOM sites
receiving returnees and refugees from Pakistan
and Iran in December.

15,183 international travelers were vaccinated
in December in compliance to the International
Health Regulations (IHR).

23,069 returnee children received OPV, 4,525
returnee children received IPV since January 2019.
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2019 Highlights

Immunization Campaigns in 2019

Amidst effects of the ban, the programme implemented contingency
plans to maintain population immunity against polio. Three campaigns
were carried out after the ban was lifted in late September.

Campaigns Children Targeted PCA Coverage % failed lots

Jan SNIDs 5,463,187 97.1 48.3
Feb SNIDs 5,813,470 97.2 33.3
March NIDs 9,999,227 96.4 31.6
August NIDs 9,999,227 No PCM 30.6
Sept NIDs 9,88, 227 No PCM 40.8
Oct SNIDs 8,580,830 96.9 18.5
Nov NIDs 9,999,227 96.7 25
Dec SNIDs 5,896,051 96.6 31.9
Note: PCM is conducted only in H2H modality areas
Accessibility

PEI experienced a complete ban on house to house vaccination across the
country between Apr - Sep 2019, when the ban was, partially, lifted, access

Quality of Supplementary Immunization Activity

Campaign implemenation quality is suboptimal in some areas which
has critical accessibility issues. While working on access and quality
in those areas, the programme is going to continue high focus on
accessible areas such as Kandahar city, where population movement,
density and programme accessibility is comparatively better available.

As many as 20 cross border vaccination points, 60 cross border teams
and 850 permananet transit teams were fuctional through the year
in 2019. These teams vaccinated an average of 1.5 million children
each month.

Surveillance

Surveillance activities, amidst ban, continued and
maintained high leve standards, to ensure to detect every
case. Non-polio AFP rate was18, stool adequacy 94%,
and non-polio enterovirus rate was 16% in all regions.
Key surveillance indicators in all access categories were
comparable and above the targets, with surveillance
activities and network continuing its strategic expansion.
Same can be seen through out years in below figure.

was regained to some of the reservoir areas, and campaign implementation

Number of inaccessible children reported by round 2019
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Community engagement

Cross-border collaboration

PEI-EPI

Despite overall low coverage of immuniziation across the country,
PElI and EPI has made significant achievements in maintianing herd
immunity and a relative control over outbreaks. Today there are
2,225 fixed immunization service delivery sites across the country.

Strategic Recommendation

- Maintain programme neutrality, continue dialogues to resume house to house campaign access.

- Continue context aware scenario-based approach while remain prepared for house-to-house campaigns.

- Focus on improving campaign quality in the accessible areas especially in large population centres including, Kandahar city,
Lashkargah, Jalalabad, Herat, and Kabul.

- Costumize and contextualize communication / social mobilization strategy addressing refusals, better engaging communities
and enhance demand for vaccination including through the provision of additional integrated services.

- Continue cross border coordination with Pakistan to synchronize the programme implementation strategies both operations
and communications.



