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One new wild poliovirus (WPV1) case was report-
ed in March.

The National Rapid Response Team conducted an
epidemiological investigation in response to the
detection of the WPV1 case reported from Sha-
hid-e Hassas District of Uruzgan Province.

310 acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases (140 girls
and 170 boys) were reported in March. Overall in
2019, 964 AFP cases have been reported, of which
735 have been discarded as “non-polio AFP” and
226 cases are pending classification.

In all regions, the Non-polio AFP rate is above
8, stool adequacy above 87%, and non-polio
enterovirus rate ranges from 4-12.

Five WPV1 positive environmental samples were
reported in March, three from Helmand Province,
and one each Nangarhar and Kandahar.

IPV campaign conducted from 9 - 14 March
reaching 390,909 under 5 children in 13 district of
Nangarhar and Kunar.

Special Immunization Activity was carried out from
11-20 March reaching 22,667 under 5 children in
Balkh and Kabul Provinces.

17 cross-border vaccination points, 42 cross-
border teams & 554 permanent transit teams
(PTTs) were operational across Afghanistan in
March 2019.

Permanent transit teams vaccinated 1,293,886
children, and cross-border teams vaccinated
108,504 children against polio in March.

1,943 children were given OPV and 443 children
were vaccinated with IPV respectively in UNHCR
repatriation centers and IOM sites receiving
returnees and refugees from Pakistan and Iran in
March.

11,571 international travelers were vaccinated in
March in compliance to the International Health
Regulations (IHR).

3,904 returnee children received OPV, 920
returnee children received IPV since January 2019.
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